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To Mr. **. 


DEAR SIR, > ; 8 
1 Embrace the en opportunity of par 4 
forming the promiſe I made you on my. | k q 9 
quitting England; and ſhould the contents 5 
of the accompanying ſheets, collected chiefly 
from perſonal obſervation, aided by the beſt 
local inquiries, acquit me, in your mind, of 
a breach of that promiſe, I ſhall feel myſelt 
more than happy :—They had becn more am- 
ple, but that I was impatient to pay a debt of 
gratitude that would not brook the lofs-of an 
opportunity ; conſequently you will find the 
concluſion rather abrupt; but by the next 
ſhip, I ſhall, I truſt, make amends, having | 
nearly tranſcribed ſome letters from my flowed 1 1 
Mr. ee containing a pleaſant nar- 1 
rative of the riſe and progreſs of the ſettle- 277 
ment at Norfolk Ifland ; together with ſome :M 
further particulars relative to, | 14 
: —_ + . 
Your moſt obedient, . 
And obliged, 
Humble Servant, 
G. BARRINGTON,” ; +. . "ol 
| Paranatta, Novenber, 1793. . © e 2 
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GEORGE BARRINGTON. 
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ö T.. U once popular fabſect of this ſketch was 58 | 


bout 1755, at a village called Maynooth, in Ire- 
land; bis father being a working nn and his 
motber a mantua- maker. Nearly ruined by law, 


they were unable to give their ſon an education 


ſuitable to the. early abilities which he diſcovered. 
He was, however, taught to read and write; and a 
neighbouring ſurgeon inſtrutted him in arithmetic, 
the elements of geography, and the Neuer principles 
of grammar. 

At ſixieen, young Waldron was noticed and 
patroniſed by Dr. C , a dignitary in the church 
of Ireland ; and through whote influence he was 
placed at a free grammar-ſchool in Dublin. But 


 {tabbing anolder boy than himſelf. with a penknife, 


trom motives of revenge, he loſt the ſapport of his 
benevolent patron, and was ſeverely chaſtiſed by the 

maſter. He could by no means forgive this degra- 
ation and therefore reſolved on leaving the ſchool, 
and all his fair proſpetts behind. 

His plan of eſcape was no er framed than it 
was carried into execution; but, previaus to his de- 
parture, he found means to fleal ten or twelve. gui- 
neas from Mr. F: „the maſter of the {chool, and 
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CET 
the maſter's ſiſter, With this booty, a few ſhirts; 
and two or three pair of ſtockings, he ſilently, but 
fafely, effected his retreat from the ſchool-houſe, in 
the middle of a ſtill night, in the month of May, 
1771; and purſuing the great northern road 
all that night, and all the next day, he'late in 
the evening, arrived at the town of Drogheda, 
without interruption, without accident, and, in a 
great meaſure, without halting, without reſt, and 
without food. = | . 5 
At Drogheda, Maſter Waldron connected him- 
felf to a company of ſtrollers, and vagabondiſed 
about the country with indifferent ſuccels, The 
Theatrical Manager at length concerted a depreda- 
tory ſcheme with the young hero of his ſtage; and 
at intervals, they levied ſome heavy contributions. 
This great man, however, in the charatter of Wal- 
dron's ſervant, was detected in picking the pocket of 
the Right Fon. H K——, and tranſported to 
America for ſeven years. His pupil ſhortly after-- 
wards, attempting the property of Lord B——+-, at 
Carlow races, met the diſcipline of the courſe ;- and 
this difaſter it was, that firſt determined him to ſelect 
England as the theatre of his future exploits... He 
accordingly embarked on board the Dorſet yacht, 
and arrived in England, in 1773, being then aged 
about eighhteen. BT b | I, 
In the metropolis he lived as Mr. Barrington, in a 
ſtyle of ſingular ſplendour, on the ſpoils which he 
had collected in Ireland; and by impoſing on a gen- 
tleman, who had been paſſenger with. him in the 
yacht, he gained bis favour and confidence; findin 
by that means, an introduction into the politeſt cir- 
cles; from whence he extracted abundant plunder 
for a long time without being even ſuſpected. 
It would prove unuſe ful and even taſteleſs to fol. 
low Mr. Barrington thiough all his early fcenes of 
a 5 | __ __ diſſipatiog 
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di ſſipation and licentioufneſs : we ſhall therefore con- 
tent ourſelves with giving the, moſt remarkable of his 
feats, as detached anecdote. | $I | 
On forming a connection with one Lowe, which 
was but a ſhort time previous to that evening of the 
month of. January, which is obſerved as the anniver- 
{ary of the Queen's birth day, it was reſolved on 
between them, that habited as a clergyman, Mr. 
Barrington ſhould repair to Court, and there endea- 
vour, not only to pick the pockets of ſome of the 
company, but, what was a-much bolder, and a much 
more novel attempt, to cut off the diamond orders of 
ſome of the Knights of the Garter, Bath, and Thiſtle, 
who on ſuch days, uſually wear the collars of their 
reſpective orders over their coats. In this enter- 
prize he ſucceeded beyond the moſt fanguine expec- 
tations: that could have been formed, by either his 
new accomplice Lowe or bimſelf; for he found 
means to take the diamond order of Lord C 


9 


with which he got away from St. Jaines's perfectiy 


un ſuſpected. 1 745 8 | IS 

This valuable acquiſition, by the aſſiſtance and 
agency of Lowe, he diſpoſed of for near eight hun- 
dred pounds to one Luſhan, a Dutchman. 3 

In the courſe. of the winter of the year 1775, Prince 
Orlow, a Ruſhan Nobleman of the firſt rank and 
conſequence, and high in the favour of his Sovereign, 
viſited England. The ſplendour in which he lived, 
and the ſeveral circumſtances of his ſtory, and of his 
favour at the Court of Ruſſia, were frequently no- 
ticed, and largely deſcanted on in the public prints; 
and particularly a gold {nuff-box, ſet with brilliants, 
which was preſented: to him by the Empreſs, and 
which was. generally valued at the enormous ſum of 
thirty thouſand pounds. This precious trinket exci- 
ted, in an extraordinary manner, the attention of 
Barrington, and he det2rmined to excrt nien 

| | | order 


order to get it into his poſſeſſion one way or other. 
For this a favourable opportunity preſented itſelf one 
night at Covent-Gauden playhouſe ; and this expe- 
rienced pickpocket did not negle&-to avail himlelt | 
of it. He contrived io be near the Prince, and found 
means to convey the treaſure, of which the acquiſt- 
tion was the great object of his avarice, or ambition, 
from his Excellency's: waiſtcoat pocket,- in which, 
according to the Ruſſian cuſtom, it was uſually car- 
ried, into his own... 1 49 9 822 
This operation was not, however, pet in 
ſuch a manner as to eſcape inſtant detection: for the 
Prince felt the attack that was ſo impudently made 
upon him, and having reaſon to entertain ſome ſuſ- 
picion of Barrington, he immediately ſeized him by 
the collar. Such an action in a public theatre, na- 
turally occaſioned ſome buſtle, as well as furprize; 
and during the confuſion that enſued, he ſlipped the 
box into the nobleman's hand, who was, doubtleſs, 
glad to have recovered it with ſo much facility. The 
thief was, however, ſecured, and committed to 
Tothill Fields Bridewell, for examinatien on the 
Wedneſday following-at Bow Street. SY 
At the time appointed he was brought before Sir 
John Fielding, and examined, not only for the of- 
tence for which he was taken into cuſtody, but alſo 
relative to his family, his profeſſion, and his connec- 
tions. On this occaſion he repreſented himſelf as a 
native of Ireland, where his family, he ſaid, were 
affluent and reſpectable; that he was educated in the 
medical line; and that he came te London, to im- 
prove himſelf in the knowledge of it; all theſe cir- 
cumſtances he repreſented with becoming modeſty, 
and with many tears, neither abſolutely denying the 
crime with which he was charged at the play-houſe, 
nor formally avowing his guilt. So that, after all, 
the Prince declining to proceed againſt him, and no 
5 5 . ö proſecutor 
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proſecutor appearing, he was diſmiſſed, after receiv 5 
ing a proper reprimand from the Magiſtrate, and ſome 


eaſonable admonition. 


Partial to the theatre, he ſome time akterwards 
picked the pocket of Mr. Le Meſurier, at Drury-Lane - 


play-houſe ; for which offence he was inſtantly taken 
into cuſtody. Charge of him was given to one Blan- 


dy, a conſtable, who, either through negligence or 


corruption, ſuffered him to make his eſcape. The 


proceedings againſt him were, however, carried on 


o an outlawry, and various methods were ineffectually 
taken for near two years, to have him apprehended. 


While the lawyers. were outlawing him, and the 


conſtables bh 75, to take him, he was travel- 
ling in various diſguiſes, and in various characters 


through the nerthern counties of this kingdom. He 


viſited the great towns in thoſe parts, as a quack 


doctor, or as a clergyman, . ſometimes he went With 


an E O table, and ſometimes he pretended to be a 
rider to a manufafturing houſe at Birmingham or 
Mancheſter; and travelling on horſeback, with a 
decent appearance and a grave deportment, the ac- 
count which he thought proper to give of himſelf 
was credited without any difficulty, by thoſe who 
thought proper to queſtion him, CO oats 

It, however, ſometimes happened that &. was 
known by gentlemen whom he met, parhicularly once 
in Linc nlhire, but no one offered to moleſt or inter- 
rupt-ham until he arrived at Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 
where on being recogniſed, he was ſuſpe&ed of 
picking pockets, and on enquiry he was found to be 
outlawed; on which he was removed by a writ of 
Habeas 04 tag to London, and impriſoned in New- 
gate, where he arrived poor, emacaated, and dejected. 

The companions of bis life, as a diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racter in his line, however, on learning his circum- 
Rances, made a ſubſcription for him, by which they 


collected 


1 
collected near an hundred guineas for his uſe; and by 
this ſeaſonable ſupply he was enabled to employ 
counſel, and to take legal meaſures to have the out- 
lawry againſt him reyerſed. „ FA 
This being done, he was tried for the original 
offence, that of ſtealing Mr. Le Meſurier's purſe; 
and through the abſence of the Rev. Mr. Adeane, 
2 material witneſs for the proſecution, he was ac- 


- 


quitted and diſcharged. 3 1 

In 17577, previous to the tranſaftion recited in the 
foregoing anecdote, Mr. Barring'on was ſentenced 
to the Woolwich Hulks, for ſtealing a watch, of 


little value, from a woman whoſe ſituation was more 
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j indigent than his own. 855 OE 
| In this receptacle of wretchedneſs and vice, he 
1 found himſelt expoſed to ſuch complicated milery, 
{ as he had never before known, and to ſuch fatal diſ- 


eaſes, as he had never before felt. He was fatiguedf 
with hard labour, and harraſfed with all the evils off 


1 


: 

| indigence, confinement, and obloquy; yet he bore 

; up againſt all the weight of woe under which he 

1 laboured, with a degree of patience, reſignation, and 
'Þ conſtancy, worthy of a better cauſe than that in 


which he ſuffered. Fortune, at length, declared in| 
| his tavour, and freedom became the recompence of 
bis . .nyiary. conduR during the period of his cap. 
FE tivity; for, on the recommendation of Mleſſrs. 
4 Erſkine and Duncan Campbell, the ſuperintendants 
| or governors of the convifts, a pardon was granted 
TE to him; and, after ſomewhat leſs than a twelve- 
1 month's ſevere ſufferings on the Thames, he was ſet 
a at large. However, in leſs than half a year after his 
1 enlargement from the Hulks, he was again detected 
4 L by the vigilance of one Payne, at that time a very 
"=; active peace officer in the City, in the fact of picking 

pockets in St. Sepulchre's church, during ke time 
ot the celebration of divine ſervice, on a certain 
city 
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city feſtival ; and having been convicted of this of- 
fence, on the cleareſt evidence, at the Old Bailey, 
he was a ſecond time ſentenced to hard labour on the 
Thames, and that for the term of five years. 

Upon his trial, on this occaſion, it was that he ap- 
peared to have firſt diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a public 
ſpeaker. + He-endeavoured, with much art, but 
without any ſucceſs, to work upon the feelings of the- 
Court and Jury; but the proofs againſt him were 
ſo clear, that he was found guilty; and, purſuant to 
his ſentence, he was ers once more to the Hulks 
at Woolwich, about the middle of the year 1778. 

When he was this ſecond time put on board one 
of theſe priſon ſhips, he either found his ſufferings 
more infalerable, or his ſituation to be more deſpe- 
rate, than they appeared to him on his firſt confine- 
ment; a circumſtance which is ſaid to have deter- 
mined him upon ſuicide ; and, in conſequence of 
this impious reſolution, he ſtabbed himſelf with a 
penknite. The wound, though deep and dangerous, 
did not prove mortal; and medical aſſiſtance being 
called in, and ſeaſonably applied, a cure was effected. 
It was, however, effected very flowly; and the wound 
having been given in the breaſt, ſeemed in its effects, 
after near two years continuance, to bring a con- 
ſumption on the unhappy patient. FUR. 
Waile he remained in this deplorable fituation, it 
happened, fortunately for him, that Sir M ., 
a gentleman of rank and conſequence, happened to 
viſit the Hulks, and to enquire into the ſtate of the 
convitts. This gentleman, who was of the moſt 
benevolent character, and poſſeſſed of the moſt teel- 
ing heart, was led by curiolity to converſe with 
Barrington; and his emaciated and ſqualid appear- 
ance ſo moved him with compaſſion, that he applied 
for a remiſſion of the remaining part of his ſentence ; 
which was granted on condition of his (Barrington) 

OY immedlately 
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immediately leaving England on his enlargement, 
and never more returning to it; and in order to 
enable him to fulfil his promiſe, a ſum of money was 
2 to him to defray the expence of his journey to 
reland, his native count x. | 
Ireland proving too circumſcribed for the diſplay 
of his great abilities; and having narrowly | eſcaped 
conviction before a Dublin Jury, Mr. Barrington 
_ reſolved to viſit his favourite London once more, 
however dangerous the attempt, and however awful 
the impending conſequences. He put his deſign 
into execution ; and, after a few public eſſays at the 
Opera and the Theatres, he was taken up on ſuſpi- 
cion ; but nothing being proved againſt him, he was 
detained in Newgate at the inſtance of Mr. Duncan 
Campbell, for not fulfilling the terms of his libera- 
tion; and in that gloomy receptacle he /erved out 
the remaining part of his former ſentence. With 
liberty, however, his aptitude towards pilfering .re- 
turned; and he lived in, a continual ſtate of wartare 
and apprehenſion, till the event took place which led 
to an outlawry, as before related. | 
September 15, 1790, Mr. George Barrington was 
arraigned at the Old Bailey Bar, on an indictment, 
charging him with ſtealing, on the firſt of the ſame 
month, a gold watch, chains, and ſeals, and a metal 
key, belonging to Henry Hare Townſend, Eſq. at 
Enfield, during the races held there. . On the evi- 
dence, Mr. Barrington was found guilty ; and ſen- 
tenced to Botany Bay for ſeven years, where his 
good and prudent conduct has ſince procured him 
the office of * and it is to be hoped, that 
his ſound knowledge will induce him to hold that 
appointment long, very long, after the approaching 
expiration of his allatted ſervitude. 
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H was indifted for feloniouſly ſtealing, on the 
firſt of September, at Enfield races, a gold 
watch, valued at twenty guineas; a chain likewile of 
gold, valued at forty ſnillings, and a ſeal alſo valued 
at forty ſhillings, the property of Henry Hare Town- 
ſend, Eſq. > O18 0 | 
Mr. Townſend, the proſecutor, being firſt exa- 


mined, depoſed, that on the firſt of September, 


having entered a horle for the races at Enfield, he 
aan, Fi went there at one o'clock in the after- 
noon : he put his watch in his waiſtcoat pocket, as 
much for the conveniency of looking at it, as to 
prevent the chain from ſoiling his breeches, which 


were of leather. About a quarter paſt two he felt 


his watch in his waiſtcoat, pocket. As he was lead- 
ing the horſe, which was to run, up to the ſtarting 
poſt, a perſon dreſſed. in a light-coloured coat, rude- 
ly ruſhed in from behind him, and puſhed againſt the 
arm which had hold of the horſe; the ſame perſon 
again repeated his puſh, but in a more violent man- 
ner. ey | 
Mr. Townſend further depoſed, that from the. 
reiterated apparent inſult offered to him, he, accom- 
panied with an oath, aſked Barrington what he 


wanted? to which he returned no aniwer, but ob- 


B 2 | ſerved 


6 
ſerved the priſoner looked much confuſed. The con- 
du& on the part of Barrington appeared very odd; 
but he entertained no ſuſpicion of having been rob- 
bed, until Mr. Blades came up to him, and aſked 
him, if he had not been robbed? On feeling his 

ocket, he found his watch was gone. Mr, Blades 
informed him that Barrington was on the courſe, and 
he verily believed that he was the thief. After this 
they had agreed to ſay nothing about the matter, un- 
til they had found the ſuppoſed offender. They then 
walked about in ſearch of Barrington, and at laſt ſaw 
him on the oppoſite ſide of the courſe; this was at 
the very moment when the horſes were going to 
ſtart, dees occurred till after the horſes were 
paſt; after which they went up to him; and Mr. 
Townſend going behind him, ſeized him by the col- 
lar, and faid—* You raſcal, you have robbed me of 
my watch.” No ſooner had Mr. Townſend ſaid the 
words, but he again laid hold of him faſt by one hand 
and arm, and Mr, Blades took hold of the other, and 


conducted him to a booth. . 
Buxton Kendrick affirmed, that after he had been 


about a minute in the booth, he heard ſomething 
rattle, and looking down, he ſaw the watch fall rather 


between his legs. John Waldeck, Mr. Townlend's 
coachman, alſo declared, that he heard the watch 
Jingle as it fell from the priſoner : that Barrington at- 
tempted to kick the watch further behind him; but 
that he picked it up, and gave it to Lady Lake, in 
oe next booth, who was a relation of Mr. Town- 

end, 1 | 74 1 
William Blades, the principal witneſs, depoſed. 
that he ſaw Barrington at the races, he was near the 
ſtand, and clole to Mr. Townſend ; that he ob- 
ſerved no conyerſation at the time paſſing be- 
tween the proſecutor and priſoner. Soon _ 
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this he aſked Mr. Townſend if he recollected 
aitall thin man, in a light-coloured coat, ſtanding by 


him; which he ſaid he did, but- knew nothing of 


him. Blades after this informed Mr. Townſend, 
that he ſuppoſed he was robbed, which appearing to 
be the fact, they both went in ſearch of the priſoner, 
whom they apprehended, as above related. _ 
Mary Dandy depoſed, that ſhe was ſtanding in the 
next booth, and ſaw the priſoner drop the watch out 
of his hand; after this, he looked him full in the 
tace, and confequently could not tell whether he 
kicked it, or not. She at the ſame time accuſed him 
of throwing the watch down, but was immediately 
pulled back by ſome perſon near her. e 
Barrington made a long and ſpecious defence, and 
among other things, charged the evidence with being 
imperfect, inconſiſtent, and in fome reſpects, unſafe, 
eſpecially that of Mary Dandy. 
Lord Chief Baron Eyre, © © ſummed up the 
evidence in a clear and circumſtantial manner, obſerv- 
ed, that the proſecutor had demonſtrated his lenity, 
by making the indictment only for ſingle ' felony, 
when it might have been made capital. —The Jury 
after a ſhort deliberation, found the priſoner guilty, 
Tranſportation for ſeven years. 3 
The Chief Baron then addreſſed Barrington in a 


far different ſtyle from that he uſed before: his lord- 


ſhip obſerved, that he muſt conſider himſelf as pequ- 
liarly fortunate in the lenity of his eolccavor 7 wh 
ſaid that he had had many warnings, not ouly from 
the fate of others, but the many narrow eſcapes he 
himſelf had had; and he regretted that talents like 
his ſhould be employed in a manner ſo truly diſgrace- 
ful to him : and (ſaid his lordſhip), notwithſtanding 
your life is now ſaved, I fear that theſe wicked habits 
are ſo far rooted in you, that your exiſtence will ter- 
[ ſpectacle. 

— Among 
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Among other things ſaid by Barrington in his ad- 
dreſs to the court, the following is not unworthy 
notice: e „ e 

Ihe world has given me credit for much greater 
abilities than I am conſcious of poſſeſſing: the world 
ſhouldalſo conſider that the greateſt abilities may be 
ſo obſtructed by the ill- nature of ſome unfeeling 

minds, as to render them nearly uſeleſs to the _ 
ſeſſor. And where was the generous and powerful 
man to come forward, and ſay—* Barrington, you 
have ſome abilities which may be of ſervice to your- 
ſelf and the public, but you have much obſtruction 
I feel for your fituation, and ſhall place you in a. 
condition to try the ſincerity of your intentions; and 
as long as you act with diligence and integrity, you 
ſhall not want for countenance and relief ' Alas! 
- frm e Barrington had never the ſupreme 
felicity of having ſuch comfort adminiſtered to his 
wounded ſpirits, as matters have unfortunately turned 
Out. TOY 8. F 6 
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T was with unſpeakable ſatis faction that I received 
a ſummons to be ready early the next morning for 
my embarkation, agreeably to my fentence. I inſtantly 
the molt of my time, and by the aſſiſtance of a friend, 
procured a few pounds worth of neceſſaries for my 
voyage; government allowance being extremely flen- 
der, eſpecially for one like me, who had hitherto been 
accuſtomed to moſt of the luxuries of the table. The 
news of my ſpeedy departure brought feveral of my 
acquaintance to bid me adieu, and, with gratitude, I 
recolleC&t that not one of them came empty handed; 
for, before the time of locking-up, I had fuch a col- 
lection of ventures, that I doubted Whether I ſhould 
be permitted to take them all on board: had each of 
my ſhipmates been as well ſtocked, it would have 
needed a ſhip on purpole. | TY BY 

About a quarter betore five a general mufter took 
place; and, having bid farewel to my fellow-priſon- 
ers, we were eſcorted from the priſon to Blacktriars-' 
bridge by the city guard, where two lighters were 
waiting to receive us. This proceſſion, though 1 
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and but few ſpeRtators, . made a deep impreſſion 
on my mind; and the ignominy of being thus mingled 
with felons of all deſcriptions, many ſcarce a degree 
above the brute creation, intoxicated with liquor, and 
ſhocking the ears of thoſe they paſſed with blaſphemy, 
oaths, and ſongs, the moit ** to modeſty, in- 
flicted a puniſhment more ſevere than the ſentence of 
my country, and fully avenged that ſociety I had ſo 
much wronged. | 2 

Ab ſorbed in the moſt humiliating meditation, the 
objects we paſſed going down the river were totally un- 
noticed by me; nor was I rouzed from my lethargy till 
I received a violent blow on the head, which I took at 
firſt for a ſtroke with a ſtick, but on looking around 
me found we were alongſide the ſhip, and that the in- 
jury I had ſaſtained proceeded. from the boatſwain, 
who, ſtanding on the gangway, had thrown a ſmall 
coil of rope for ſome one on board the lighter to take 
hold of, to bring us alongſide, and which. unluckily 
came in contact with my head; this circumſtance oc- 
caſioned a laugh at my expence ; but as I have always 
found that chagrin and ill-humour encreaſes the mor- 
tification, I ſtifled my real ſenſations, and ſeemed to 
join in the mirth. In my turn-I aſcended the ſhip's 
Aide, and to my great ſatisfa&tion, the firſt perſon I caſt 
my eyes on was my particular friend, whoſe generous 
.exertions not only. procured me ſtowage for my pac- 
kages, but alſo the liberty of walking the deck, unen- 
cumbered by thoſe ignominiqus and galling chains, 
which my paſt conduct had conſigned me to. Not 
content with theſe ſervices, he prevailed on the boat- 
{wain to admit me into his meſs, which was compoſed 
of the ſecond mate, carpenter, and gunner, who.cheer- 
fully acquieſced, on receiving my proportion towards 
defraying the extra requiſites for the meſs during the 
voyage. My bene factor having rendered my ſituation 
thus comfortable, bade me farewel, and left me: my 


heart 
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heart ſwelling with gratitude, was too full, and inter- 


dicted all verbal acknowledgments; but the remem- 


brance is too e engraven thereon for the moſt 


diſtant time to effect the ſlighteſt eradication. 

My fellow priſoners, to the amount of upwards of 
two hundred, were all ordered into. the hold, which 
was rendered as convenient as circumſtances would 
admit, battens being fixed fore and aft for hammocks, 
which were hung ſeventeen inches apart from each 
other: but being encumbered'with their irons, toge- 
ther with-the want of freſh air, ſoon rendered. their 
ſituation truly deplorable. To alleviate their condition 
as much as was conſiſtent. with the ſafety of the ſhip, 
they were permitted to walk the deck in turn, ten at 
a time: the women, of whom we had fix, had a ſnug 
birth made for them, and were kept by themſelves. 

My meſſmate, the boatſwain, had provided me with 
a neat flung hammock, and gave me a birth next his 
own ; at the ſame time addreſſing ſome of his ſhip- 
mates who were preſent, with, Lookee, my hearts, 
as I know you are all above diſtreſſing a gentleman 
under misfortunes, I'm ſure you will conſent to his 
having this here birth; but if ſo be as how any of you 
don't like it, why, you may have mine—It isn't the 
firſt time I have prick'd for the ſofteſt plank.'' Whe- 
ther from the oratory of my new friend, or the inſi- 
nuating appearance of a large cann of flip, produced 
from an ample liquor caſe, which promiſed a ſucceſ- 
ſion of the ſame argnments, the iron muſcles of his 
auditors were ſoftened down to a ſignificant fmile, 
and univerſal nod of aſſent. The ſettling of this im- 
portant, buſineſs afforded me great fatistattion, as it 
not only aſſured me a comfortable birih for my ham- 
Mock, but a place alſo for my little property, which 
I could have immediately under my eye. | 

We lay about a week at Long Reach, 'when we 
dropt down te Graveſend ; here the captain came on 
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board, and ſome ſoldiers of the New. South Wales 
corps ; we got under weigh the next morning, and 
proceeded to the Downs ; it blowing ſtrong to the 
wellward, we came to an anchor. The wind veering 
about, at daybreak we were again under fail, and ar- 
rived at the Mother-Bank, where lay ſeveral other 
tranſports for the ſame deſtination. _ | 
It was about ten days before we were ready to fail 
from hence, the interval being employed in getting 
' freſh ſtock, and repleniſhing our water. On the report 
of our being ready tor ſea being made to the admiral, 
| a lieutenant of the navy came on board, as agent for 
tranſports, and immediately made the ſignal for the 
maſters of the other ſhips to come on board, to whom 
he delivered their ſailing inſtructions; and on the 
following morning made the ſignal to weigh: by a 
quarter paſt. nine we were under an eaſy fail; and it 
blowing a ſtiff eaſterly breeze, we ran-through the 
Needles: it was delightfnl weather, and the proſpect 
on each hand muſt have afforded the moit agreeable 
ſenſations to every beholder, and is, perhaps, as rich 
and luxuriant as is any where to be met wich; but, 
alas! it only brought a freſh pang to the boſom of 
one who in all probability was bidding it adieu for 
ever. | | 
The weather eontinuing . moderate, and the wind 
fair, we imperceptibly glided down the channel, and 
had loſt ſight of Old England before I turned out the 
next Eg My trequent trips from Ireland to 
England had, in ſome meaſure, inured me to ſalt 
water, nor did I want my ſea-legs in a moſt violent 
gale, which took place the third day after we loſt 
ight of the land, and which for near ten hours baf- 
fled the {kill of all hands: two men were blown from 
the main-top-ſail yard, and the fail ſplit to ribbons; 
all our endeavours to ſave the men proved ineffettual. 
Soon atter our fore-top-maſt went over the ſide, _ 
es | | Carrie 
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carried four men and two boys with it ; but they were 
. taken up, having kept faſt to the wreck. 
By the inde dn exertions of the ſeamen, the re- 
mainder of the fails were handed, and the ſhip greatly 
eaſed, carrying only a ſtorm ſtay- ſail; the ſea running 
very high and irregular, rendered it very uncomfort- 


able ; and not being capable of any ſervice upon deck, 


I retired to my hammock, where I buried all thoughts 
of the contentious ocean in a ſound ſleep, from which 

was awaked by the ſhrill whiſtle of my meffmate, 
piping all hands to breakfaſt ; the cheering found of 
« ſteady” from the helmſman ſaluting my ears, and 
the quietneſs of the ſhip aſſured me the gale was paſt. 
Having huddled on my cloaths, I found, on my aſ- 
cending the deck, the ſtorm had ſubſided, the wind 
pettealy fair, and the ſhip jogging on under an eaſy 
at the rate of about ſeven miles an hour. 


nA IL 
E danger was ſucceeded by one that had near- 


ly proved much more fatal ; the captain, with 
great humanity, had releaſed many of the convicts 
who had been in a weakly ſtate from their irons ; and 
as I have before obſerved, they were allowed alter- 
nately, tenat a time, to walk upon deck. Two of 
them, Americans, who had ſome knowledge of navi- 
gation, prevailed upon the majority of their comrades 
to attempt ſeizing the ſhip, impreſſing them with the 
idea that it would be eaſily effected, and that they 
would carry her to America, where every man would 
not only attain his liberty, but receive a tract of land 
from Congreſs, beſides à ſhare of the money ariſing 
from the fale of the ſhip and cargo. = 
Theſe arguments had the de ſired effect, and it was 


determined 
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determined the firſt opportunity that a part of thoſe 
on the deck ſhould, while the officers were at dinner, 
force the arm cheſt, which was kept on the quarter. 
deck, at the ſame time make a ſignal to two of them, 
who ſhould be keeping the centinels in diſcourſe, to} 
attack them, get poſſeſſion of their arms, and paſs the 
word for thoſe below to ruſh upon deck. © 
This conſpiracy was conducted with the greateſt 
ſecrecy, and put in execution with equal ſpirit and 
audacity. A favourable opportunity preſenting itſelf, 
the captain and 'moſt of the officers' being below, 
examining the ſtowage of ſome wine, a caſk having 
leaked out 1n the ſpirit room, I was the only perſon 
on the deck excepting the man at the helm ; hearing 
a ſcuffle on the main deck, I was going forward, but 
was ſtopped by one of the Americans, followed by 
another convict, who made a ſtroke at me with a 
ſword he had wreſted from one of the centinels, 
which was put aſide by a piſtol which the other had 
juſt ee! at me; I ſnatched up a handſpike luc- 
kily in my reach, and brought tlie foremoſt to the 
ground; the man at the helm had quitted the wheel, 
and called up the captain. I ſtill kept my ſituation, 
guarding the paſlage of the quarter-deck, my anta- 
roniſts having retreated a few paces, but being joined 
y many others, were ruſhing on me, when the diſ- 
charge of a blunderbuſs from behind me among them 
wounding ſeveral, they retreated, and I was imme- 
diately joined by the captain and the reſt of the of- 
ficers, who, in a few minutes, drove them all into 
the hold. An attempt of this kind required the moſt 
exemplary puniſhment ; accordingly two of the ring- 
leaders were inſtantly hung at the yard-arm, and ſeve- 
ral others ſeverely logged at the gangway. _ ,. - 
As ſoon as the conſpirators were re ironed, and 
he tranquillity of the ſhip reſtored, the captain paid 
me many handſome compliments, in having, as he 
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was pleaſed to lay, ſaved the ſhip, and aſſured me that 


when we arrived at the Cape, he ſhould, on the part of 
his owners, think it his duty to reward the ſervice I 
Had, by my courage and preſence of mind rendered 
them; at the ſame time he gave his ſteward orders to 
ſupply me with any thing J might have , occaſion for 
from his ſtore-room. during the voyage. Hes 

I ſoon experienced the good effects of my late beha- 
viour, as ſeldom a day paſſed but ſome freſh meat or poul- 
try was ſent me by the captain, whick conſiderably raiſed 


me in the eſtimation of my meſſmates, who were no 


ways diſpleaſed at the ſubſtitution of a fea pie made of 
towl or freſh meat, to a diſh of labſcouſe, or a piece 
of ſalt junk, | 1 

With a ſettled nortli-weſterly breeze we gradually 
proceeded to the ſouthward, at the rate of between eighty 
and one hundred miles in twenty-four hours: we ſoon 


reached the iſland of Teneriffe, and came to an anchor 


in the bay of Santa Cruz, which is defended by ſeveral 
batteries of three or four guns each, at certain diſtances 
from each other, round the bay, and cloſe to the water's 
edge; their principal fort is near. to the landing- place, 
and mounts à number of heavy cannon: it is a ſtrong 
work, but there being a good depth of water cloſe in 
ſhore, it could not ſuſtain the attack of two ſhips of the 
line, though, the whole of the batteries mount more 
than one hundred pieces of cannon. ni 1009d! 

The town of Santa Cruz is very irregularly built, the 
principal ſtreet being ſo broad, that it looks more like a 
ſquare than a ſtreet: the houſe of the governor, which is 


.at the upper end, 1s a very indifferent looking building, 


and has more the appearance of an auberge. than the 
palace of a Spaniſh grandee; at the other end is a ſquare 
monument, commemorating the appearance of our Lads 
to the Guanches, the Aborigines of the iſland. 
out{kirts appear hke a 4 

of trade, many of the 8 being either half built, or 


fallen 
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fallen to decay from ſome cauſe or other ; and the ſtone 


walls, which were their principal fences, are broken 


down and in ruins. OY 

Some of the officers having obtained leave from the 
agent of tranſports to viſit the town of Oratava, a few 
miles from- Santa Cruz, we having completed our water 


and freſh ſtock, and waiting for the other tranſports who 


had not been fo alert; on my expreſſing a deſire to ſee 


the town, I was permitted to be of the party. The coun- 


. 


and plenty of ſmall wine. 


try is exceedingly beautiful and fertile, notwithſtanding. 
the frequent convulſions of the neighbouring volcanos : 
we arrived at Oratava about noon, and by figns, for none 
of us were maſters of the language, we got a few eggs, 

We had ſcarcely taken, our 
ſeats, when we were relieved from the inconvenience at- 
tending our not being acquainted with the language, by 
the arrival of an old Spaniſh ſoldier, who had been ſome 
time a priſoner in England, and ſpoke our tongue tole- 


f 3 O . E 
rably well: we informed him we had come from Santa 


Cru: to take a nearer view of the Peak, and, it time 


would admit, to aſcend it. He ſaid it was impoſſible at 
this time of the year, as no guides would undertake to 
accompany us, and that ſeveral of the goatherds who had 
ventured after their goats, had periſhed from the intenſe- 
neſs of the cold, but that he.would take us as far as was 


prudent for us to venture. We thanked him for the ot. 


zer, and accordingly walked about a league from the 
town into the. plain, which extends to the baſe of the 
Peak, and had a full view of-this tupendous mountain. 
Immenſe quantities of Java, and huge fragments of rocks, 
evidently, vomited from the crater of the volcano, cover- 
ed:the plains, and nearly reached the town: we gathered 
fome {mall pieces which had been ſparred off, and found 
them impregnated with inflammable matter, and as hard 
as flint. I meaſured one of the, pieces of rock with 
fome twine. I had about me, and afterwards found it was 
near ſeventy feet in circumference. Our time — 
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ſhort, and the weather intenſely cold, we returned to 
Oratava, and got ſome ſalt fiſh, with a few hard eggs for 
ſupper, to which our old ſoldier invited himſelt, but am- 
ply repaid us for his intruſion by a lively and humorous 
deſcription of the ſquabbles of his neighbours, the kna- 
very practiſed by the mountaineers on the curious and 
exploring ſtranger ; his own heroiſm againſt the Moors, 
and at the ſiege of Gibraltar, where he was taken pri- 
ſoner; with his amours while in England: the intervals 
were b % . by ſeveral ſongs from a company of mule- 
teers, who by their extreme vociferation entirely diſcom- 
poſed the ſerenity of our loquacious Ferien but for 
my mediation, would have produced a ſerious quarrel 
between them. Our leave of abſence from the ſhip 


extending till ſunſet the following day, we enquired of 


our interpreter if we could be provided with beds; he 
ave us to underſtand that a bed was an article of luxury 
ittle known tothe generality of the Oratavians, but he 
would get us mats to ſleep on, which we were fain to be 
contented with; and in ſpite of the indefatigable labour of 
myriads of every ſpecies of vermin, I enjoyed as profound 
a fleep, as though I had reſted on a bed of down. A lie- 
tle before ſunriſe we were waked by the veteran, whohad 
come to partake of our break faſt, and ſhew us the town. 
Not having ſtripped, we ſoon made our appearance at 
the table, where he had provided half a dozen fmall 
loaves, ſome baccalo, and a quantity of dried grapes ; 


he had alſo boiled a large iron kettle of coffee, but there 


being no ſugar or milk at hand, we were glad to ſubſti- 
tute ſome flaſks of Teneriffe for our beverage. 


Oratava is ſituated on the declivity of a rugged hill, 
gradually ſloping to the ſea, and commands a fine view 


of the bay, which, from the number of ſhoals, will only 
admit ſhips of a ſmall draught of water, and here mer- 
chantmen of this deſcription generally anchor, as wine, 
fruits, and vegetables, are procured at Oratava much 
cheaper than at Santa Cruz. It is certainly the moſt fertile 

Iv 2 tide 


1 


ſide of the iſland, and, in a great meaſure, ſupplies all the 
reſt, Nothing can be'more charming or romantically 
ſituated than this delightful ſpot : the houſes are low, but 
remarkably neat, and of white ſtone. On one ſide the 
ſtreet runs a pleaſant rivulet from a copious ſpring of 
the cleareſt and ſweeteſt water, which, in its progrels 
over a rugged pavement, murmurs moſt agreeably along. 
Hills riſing above hills, crowned with woods of the moſt 
luxuriant foliage, and beautifully canopied with varie- 
gated clouds; and the ſtupendous Peak, towering its 
majeſtic head above the whole, forms a proſpect moſt 
ſublimely intereſting. | 
The ſurrounding vallies, adorned with vineyards, and 
watered by innumerable ſtreams, forming natural caſ- 
cades, complete the picture. 8 | | 
At noon we began to think of returning to the ſhip ; 
and taking leave of Don Gaſparo, the old ſoldier, we 
reached Santa Cruz by ſunſet, and one of the boats be- 
ing luckily on ſhore, immediately went on board, highly 
gratified with our excurſion, | EEE, 


CHAP, III. 


HE ſhips having .completed their watering, the 
ſignal was made for every perſon belonging to the 
fleet to repair on board their reſpective veſſels, and the 
next morning the ſignal to get under weigh: with a plea- 
{ant breeze, we foon loſt {ight of the land. We ſteered 
to the ſouth-weſt till we were in the meridian of St, 
Jago, when we ſhaped our courſe with an intention of 
coming to an anchor in Port-au-Praya Bay ; but when we 
opened the bay were taken aback, and a ſtiff breeze 
blowing direct in our teeth, it was thought than an at- 
tempt to gain the bay would be attended with ſome riſk 


and much loſs of time; it was therefore determined to 
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ive up the idea, and a ſignal was made for that purpoſe, 
We then ſhaped our courſe to the ſouthward, and as we 
croſſed the Equinoctial Line, the ceremony of ſhavin 
and ducking was N obſerved: at noon, a 9 


voice hailed the | 
ſhip, ho!“ which was anſwered by one ſtationed for the 
purpoſe, with“ Hallo! what ſhip's that?“ © The Al- 
bemarle.“ I don't recolle& her paſſing this way before 
l ſhall come on board and examine her.“ Upon which 
halta dozen moft groteſque figures entered the ſhip, as if 
from the boſom ot the deep; having previouſly ſlung a 
grating under each bow as a ſtage to alcend from ; with 
great {olemnity they proceeded to the quarter-deck: the 


1 perſonages were Neptune and Amphitrite, at- 
by their nymphs and neriads, perſonated by the 


tende 
oldeſt ſeamen in the ſhip, but ſo dis figured with red ochre, 


robes, and wigs made of ravelled ſpun yarn, that it was 


a difficult matter to recognize their perſons. After re- 
ceiving a double toll from the captain, it being the firſt 
time of the ſhip's croſſing the line, conſiſting of half a 
gallon of liquor, and two pounds of ſugar, they, in turn, 
queſtioned every perſon on deck. When any one ſaid he 
had croſſed before, and had not, his watery majeſty, with 
great dignity,.turning to one of his attendants, who held 
a large book, ſaid, Look it you have this gentleman 
down in my log book?“ which being anſweredin the ne- 


gative, the rum and ſugar was inſtantly demanded. When 
it came to my turn, my friend, the captain, deſired them 
to put my quota down to him. Having finiſhed with the 
quarter- deck, they proceeded to the examination of their 
own comrades, after having prepared for the ceremony 
of treating choſe who could not pay with a view of Nep- 
tune's cellar; tor this purpoſe they had made a tackle faſt 


to the main-yard-arm, through which they rove a rope, 


Vith an iron crow made faſt to the end for a ſeat. The 
only exhibition was on the perſon of the cook, who not 


being of the moſt cy diſpoſition, moſt of the 


ip, as from the ſea, with Ho |! the 


ſhip's. 
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ihip's company owed him a grudge ; and as he peremp- 
a 0rily refuled to pay, although in his power, they placed 
him on the crow, and brought the yard-rope Ke e 
his legs, making another faſt round him, to prevent a 
poſſibility of his falling; they then ſwung him off, and 
running him cloſe up to the yard, ſouſed the poor devil 
from the height of near fifty feet into the water; this 
they performed thrice : when they took him on board 
he was ſo much exhauſted that his life was thought in 
danger, which put an end to this part of the ceremony, 
and the other defaulters were let off with only a ſhaving, 
performed by Neptune and his aſſiſtants: the party was 


ſeated on a piece of board placed acroſs a large tub; the 


razor, part of an iron hoop, and the ſoap not the fineſt 
Windſor, but a compoſition of tar, tallow, and every 


| filth they could collect: the diſagreeableneſs of this ope- 


ration, excluſive of the ſmart, the hand of the ſhaver not 
being of the lighteſt, occaſions a ſtruggle to get from 
under it, in which the board whereon he is ſeated gives 
way, and poor pilgarlick is unexpectedly emerged over 
head and ears in bilge water. Thole deſtined for this ope- 
ration are kept cloſe priſoners, ſo that they are totally ig- 
norant of what they are to go through, but when the or- 
deal is once paſſed, they think no more of it, but ſhake 


their ears, and aſſiſt on carying on the joke. The for- 


feits made them all as merry as grigs, and the day cloſed 
with dancing and ſongs on the forecaſtle, and every body 
fthe cook excepted} forgot their temporary mortifica- 
tions, and joined in the evening's convivialityß. | 
A moſt favourable breeze waited us pleaſantly along, 

till we made Cape Frio: at midnight we were abreaſt of 
the Cape, which is a ſmall] iftand, diſtant two or three 
miles from the main land. We had very little wind and 
variable weather between the Cape and Rio Janeiro, a 
diſtance of fifty or ſixty miles. A ſpurt of wind from 
the ſea, carried us within the iflands, when we came to 
an anchor off the harbour's mouth. The next 8 
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the agent went on ſhore to wait on the viceroy, and in 
the afternoon we weighed and ſailed into the harbour; as 
we paſſed the fort we ſaluted them with thirteen guns, 
which was returned by eleven we not being a man of 


war) and came to an anchor abreaſt. the town. The 45 


ſhips in general were remarkably healthy, and had hither- 
to buried but few of the convicts; in our paſſage from 
Teneriffe tothis place we loft only four men and one wo- 
man, which is a very inconſiderable number, conſidering 
their confined ſtate, change of climate, and unwholeſome- 
neſs of living fo long entirely on ſalt provifions. Freſh 
meat and vegetables were brought from the ſhore imme- 
diately on our coming to an anchor, and ſeveral country 
boats, with pines, bananas, oranges, and every ſpecies 
of tropical fruits, came alongſide, of which the convicts 
had a certain proportion ſerved them; the fruits being in 
ſuch plenty, that the expence of diſtributing a few to each 
individual every morning was very inconſiderable. 

The harbour is very commodious, and will contain al- 
moſt any number of ſhips, where they may ride in perfect 
ſecurity from bad weather. The city of St. Sebaſtian 
is tolerably large, and regularly built; but from its being 
ſituated, on low ſwampy. ground, ſurrounded. by high 
hills, it is entirely excluded from the refreſhing ſea aud 
land breezes, ſo that in the ſummer months it is inſup- 
portably hot, and of courſe very unhealthy. Some few, of 
the ſtreets are pretty wide, but in general they are rather 
too narrow; the ſquare oppoſite the landing- place is ſpa- 


cious, and on the ſouth fide ſtands the palace of the vice- 


roy, a very handſome ſtone 5 and is ſaid to be very 
richly ornamented within The inſide of the churches are 


decorated with the utmoſt profuſion, and moſt of them 
furniſhed with an excellent organ, and tolerable good 


pictures over the different altars, | ; 

Hete mechanics and tradeſmen carry on their buſineſs 
in diſtinct parts of the town, particular ſtreets being ap- 
propriated for particular trades: here you will find a 
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whole ſtreet of gunſmiths, another of taylors, a third gf 
carpenters, &c. &c. . 97 
The numerous forts and batteries which ſurround St. 
Sebaſtian give it an air of ſtrength; but an enemy getting 
poſſeſſion of the iſland of Cobres, which is very near to 
and overlooks the town, aſſiſted by a few large-ſhips, for 
which there is plenty of water, would ſoon oblige it to 
capitulate. | 8 2 

The produce and exports of Rio Janeiro are gold, ſugar, 
rice, coffee, and moſt of the valuable drugs: we took a 
collection of ſeeds, and ſome young ſhoots of the tama. 


rind, banana, orange, lemon, and guava trees, in order 


to try them an the ſoil of New South Wales. 


CH Ar. IV: 


WE: tay here about three weeks when the fick be. 

ing pretty well recovered, the ſhips repleniſhed 
with water, and loaded with vegetables and fruits of all 
kinds, the ſignal was made for lailing, and for the firſt 
three or four days we proceeded with a briſk north-eaſter- 
ly wind, when ſuddenly it became dark and cloudy, with 


' tremendous peals of thunder, and vivid flaſhes of light- 


ning from every part of the horizon, attended with vio- 


lent ſqualls of wind, but of no Jong continuance. At day- 


break the wind ſhifted to the ſouthward, and we had a 
ſeries of fine weather till we arrived at the Cape of Good 
Hope, on the twentieth of July, and about ſunſet came 
to an anchor in Table-Bay. | 


This being the laſt port we could touch at for refreſh. 
ments during the remainder of the voyage, all hands ſet 
to work to procure ſuch articles as they might ſtand in 
need of, as well for their preſent conſumption, as for 
their future comfort in the new colony. 1 
Early in the morning the captain ordered the pinnace 
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to be manned, and went on ſhore ; from whence he re- 
turned about noon, and ſending for me aft, gave me an 
order on a merchant in Cape Town for one hundred dol- 
lars; at the ſame time telling me that I might at any time 
take the opportunity of the boats going on ſhore, to viſit 
the town as often as of api only ſpeaking to the officer 


on deck when I was 
oled in me ſtruck me more forcibly than the money, 
and I was really ſo confuſed that I could ſcarcely arti- 
culate my acknowledgements. Tn Bos 
During our ſtay here I viſited the town almoſt every 
day, taking care to be on board by ſunſet ; and laid out 


the money I had received in ſuch articles as were moſt 


in requeſt in New Holland. + 0p 
On entering a houſe in Cape Town, you are always 


preſented with a op that is to ſay, a glaſs of arrack, 


geneva, or perhaps. French brandy; geneva, however, 


is the common morning dram. Before they fit down to 


table, the etiquette is to offer a Sopi of white wine, in 
which aloes or wormwood have been ſteeped, to create an 
appetite, at table they drink wine and beer indiſcriminate- 
ly. The beer is much eſteemed, but they place a higher 


value on Engliſh porter, After the delert, which 1s al- 


ways plentifully ſupplied, they bring pipes and tobacco, 
and continue 4 and ſmoking till late in the even- 
ing. This is their uſual manner of living, with the ex- 
ception of thoſe in indifferent circumſtances, who drink 
their own wine; but in this particular the vanity of the 


inhabitants is often highly ridiculous : one day as I was 


walking with'an acquaintance I had made at the Cape, 
he made me obſerve a man ſeated at the door of his houſe, 
who ſeeing we were near him, began calling to his flave 
to bring him ſome red wine, though he aſſured me he had 
not a ſingle drop in his houſe, and that moſt likely he had 
not taſted wine ten times in his life. When we had paſſ- 
ed a little way, I turned and ſaw that his ſlave had brought 


him a glaſs of beer, which he with great oſtentation deli- 
8 berately 


o diſpoſed. The confidence he re- 
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neck indifference, I heard one of theſe wretches pub- 
icly declare, at the place of execution, that he was glad 


1 1 8 3 5 | with n 
berately drank off. For twelve miles round the Cape the {MWgreate? 
coloniſts do not employ the Hottentots, chuſing rather I ir 
to purchaſe negroes, who are more induſtrious and truſt. ¶ where 
worthy. The Hottentot, careleſs and inconſtant by na-. had tr 
ture, often go away from their maſter on the proſpect of MW and fr 
hard work, and frequently leave them in embarrafiment ; MW lars; f 
the negroes deſert allo, but vain are their efforts to re- Nof one 
gain their liberty; they are ſoon retaken, and ſent to the MW which 
bailiff of the canton, from whom they are redeemed by * A 
the . for a ſmall ſum. Their correction is his int 
much leſs ſevere than one would expect; indeed there are MW media 
few places where ſlaves are treated wth more humanity ſoon 1 
than at the Cape. : 5 . eeſſar) 
The Creole ſlaves are moſt eſteemed at the Cape, and dition 
fetch double the price of any other: if they are initiated Ntowarc 
in any buſineſs; 3 price is exorbitant. A good cook four h 
is worth from eight to twelve hundred rix-dollars: me. and m 
chanics double that ſum; and others in proportion, Naecide 
They are commonly neatly dreſſed, but walk barefoot, as I tives, 
a mark of ſlavery. There are none of that inſolent tribe Nat the 
called footmen; luxury and pride not having yet intro- Wot the 
duced that uſeleſs lumber in the antichambers of the 2 4 
opulent. 8 3 a and ar 
The negroes of Madagaſcar and Moſambique are look- ¶ the co 
ed upon as the moſt ingenious and beſt workmen ; they I from t 
are alſo the molt affectionate and faithful to their maſters; ¶ the co 
when they are firſt landed at the Cape, they uſually ſell ¶ butter 
for one hundred and twenty to one hundred and fifty Wthe m 
xi a head. The Indians are more employed in is aſto 
ouſhould work in the town; there are alſo ſome Ma- timber 
layans, but they are the moſt ſubtle and dangerous of all Not bei 
otner flaves, frequently. aſſaſſinating their maſters or J©covere 
miſtreſſes. When taken, they go to execution with the four f 


which 
ſome N 


he had committed the crime, as they were only going to 
ſend him to his native country: it is a matter of wonder 
9 | Io Aan 
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with me, that theſe ideas are not productive of much 
greater miſchiefs. | — 

I frequently dined at a Table d'Hote, or ordinary, 
where I fell in with a very intelligent Frenchman, who 
had traverſed great part of the interior of the country, 


and from time to time related many entertaining particu- 


lars; from among which I felefted the following account 
of one of his journies to the country of the Auteniquas, 
which I hope will not appear tedious to my readers. 

„A traveller having arrived at the Cape, and ſignifying 
his intention of viſiting the interior of the country, I im- 
mediately offered him my ſervices. The bargain was 
ſoon ſtruck, and I inſtantly ſet abont procuring - the ne- 
ceſlary articles for the journey. We ſet out on our expe- 
dition in the middle of December, when I led the way 
towards Dutch Hottentote, our company conſiſting of 
four horſes, two of which were mounted by my maſter 
and myſelf, the others by two Hottentots, in caſe any 
accident ſhould befall ours; there were three other na- 
tives, and each his dog : we ſtopped at the decline of day 


at the foot of thoſe high mountains that border the eaſt 


of the Cape. | 

After two days journey we paſled a little rivulet, 
and arrived at a wood called Le Bois de Grand Pere, near 
the country of the Auteniquas, which we foundjinhabuted 
from the ſummit of the mountains to the water's edge by 
the coloniits, who breed vaſt quantities of cattle, make 
butter, gather honey, and cut wood for fuel, as well as for 
the mechanic; theſe articles are all ſent to the Cape. It 
is aſtoniſhing that theſe people who have ſuch Pg of 


timber, do not build themſelves tenable houſes, inſtead; 
of being content with miſerable huts, formed ot hurdles. 
covered with earth. The ſkin of a buffalo, ſtretched on 
four ſtakes, ſerves fora bed; a mat cloſes the door-way, - 


which is alſo the window; two or three clumſy fools, 
ſome pieces of plank joined together make their table, 
and an ill. made box, of about two feet ſquare, compole 
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the whole furniture of one of theſe dens. In other re. 


+  ſpects'theſe people live luxuriouſly; they have plenty of 


game and fiſh, and enjoy the advantage over the other 
coloniſts, in having all the year without interruption 
their gardens well, ſtocked with all kinds of vegetables. 
FTheſe advantages are owing to the goodneſs ot the 
Toil, and the natural, waterings from the various rivulets 
that wind and crols each other in a thouſand different di. 
redtions, laying under contribution, if it may be ſo ex. 
preffed, the four ſeaſons of the year. | | 


| 3140 
In ſearching for a touraco, which Monſieur my mal. 


ter had ſhot, he fell into a pit upwards of twelve feet deep, 
which had been dug by the, Hottentots, to entrap wild 
| beaſts, particularly the elephant. Fortunately the hole 
was empty, and he had the good fortune to eſcape being 
impaled alive on the pointed ſtakes fixed at the bottom of 
theſe pits: they are generally lightly. covered over with 
flender branches of trees, and the interſtices filled with 
turf and moſs; the roots moſt anxiouſly ſought after by 
the elephant are ſtrewed on the ſurface, and the un- 
wieldy animal eager]y preſſing forward after his favourite 
food, is eaſily entrapped by the wily Hottentot into the 
ſnare: being wounded by his fall, he is ſoon diſpatched. 
After mauy fruitleſs efforts to extricate himſelt, I 
being at ſome diſtance with the Hottentots, he fired his 
fuſee, and by that means brought us back to his aſſiſtance. 
This accident, however ſerious, did not prevent him pur- 
ſuing the wounded bird, which at length he found, and 
conſidered the acquiſition as a full compenſation for all 
his perils. The touraco is as agreeable in iis form, as 
in the ſweetneſs and melody of its notes; it is of a bright 
green, a tuft of the ſame. colour, bordered with white, 
adorns its head; its eyes a ſparkling red, with a ſtreak 
over them of the moſt dazzling white ; -ats wings. are 
a a beautiful purple, varying to the violet, according to the 
point of light in which it is viewed. It is reckoned by 
the — a ſpectes of the cuckoo; but they wats 
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been much miſtaken, as it has not the leaſt: affinity with 


that bird. The cuckoo, in every part of the world, 

ſubſiſts on ſnails and inſects, but the Youraco is fruvi- 
gorous. In whatever part of the world the cuckoo may 
be, it is remarkable that ſhe never builds a neſt, but 


lays her eggs in thoſe. of other birds, and by this means 
faves herſelf the trouble of rearing her young; the tou- 
raco, on the contrary, is careful of its family, builds a 
neſt, and hatches her own eggs; this difference in their 
diſpoſition is, I think, a ſufficient reaſon to prove them a 
particular ſpecies. of 6593 
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Fo | E had ſcarce recovered from this accident 


when one of the Hottentots came running up 
to me, and ſaid he had diſcovered the haunt of an ele- 
phant. After ſome hours fatigue, painfully tracing him 
through a thick part of the wood, rendered almoſt impaſ- 


ſable from the thorns and briars, we arrived at an open 
part of the foreſt, in which was a clump of ſhrubs and 


underwood ; here we ſtopped while one of the Hotten= 


tots aſcended a tree; after looking round him, he clapped 
his finger on his mouth as a token for us to be ſilent, then 


by opening and cloſing his hand ſeveral times (a ſignal 


before agreed upon) gave us to underſtand how many 


elephants he had diſcovered, 


We now held a council of war, the reſult of which 


was, that the perſon who had ſeen them from the tree 


ſhould lead us as near as poſſible through the buſhes to 


the ſpot where he had diſcovered them. In a few mi- 
nutes I was very near one of thoſe enormous animals, 
whichT did not immediately perceive, not that fear had. 
faſcinated my ſight, but that I could ſcarce believe that 
the prodigious immoveable maſs beneath me was the ani- 
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mal we had ſo much wiſhed to encounter. It ſhould be 


obſerved we were on a hillock which raiſed us above the 
back of the animal: I {till kept looking farther on, and 
rather took what was ſo near me for a fragment of rock 


than a living creature. The Hottentot now cried out, 
See, ſee there! there he is,” with a tone of the ut- 
moſt impatience. At length a ſlight motion caught my 

eye, and immediately after the head and tuſks, which the 
enormous body had in part concealed, were turned to- 
wards me; Monſieur, who was cloſe behind me, without 


loſing time, let fly at him; I immediately followed his ex- 


ample, and both ſhots took place in his head; he ſtag- 
gered and fell: the noiſe frighted the reſt, and they, to 
near the number of thirty, ſcampered off as faſt as their 
unwieldy corporations would permit them. This was but 
the prelude to a more animated ſcene, 

© While we were examining the animal we had killed 
another paſſed juſt by us, which was fired at by one of the 
Hottentots, and by the blood that trickled down his huge 
ſhoulders I imagined he was mortally wounded, and im- 
mediately purſued him, He would, have laid down, but 
was prevented by our repeated firing ; he then took to the 
thickeſt part of the wood; we followed him into a thick- 
et, in which was a number of decayed trees, that had 
fallen through age. The beaſt. now became enraged 


from the number of his wounds, and made furiouſly at a 


Hottentot who had juſt diſcharged his piece at him, and 
in an inſtant trod him to death, and thruſting one of his 
tuſks into the body, with a toſs threw it upwards of thir- 
ty yards from him. We were about five and twenty 
"paces from the poor fellow, my maſter a few paces behind 
me: I was too much encumbered for ſpeed, my carbine 
being very heavy, and having a good deal of ammunition, 
together with a net containing ſeveral large birds, flung 
acroſs my ſhoulder : I ran with all my might, but the en- 
raged animal no ſooner caſt his angry eyes on me, than 
ke purſued me at a full gallop, and gained ground _ 
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inſtant, More dead than alive through fear, abandoned 
by the Hottentots, who checked by the fate of their com- 
rade, were lels courageous than uſual, the only chance I 


had was to lie down cloſe to the trunk of a large tree that 
was near me, which I had ſcarce time to accompliſh be- 


fore the animal ran over it; but ſcared at the hooting of 


the Hottentots inſtantly ſtopped, as it were to liſten. I 
could eaſily have hit him from my ſituation had I choſe, 
but although my piece was loaded, I reſtrained firing; for 
though he had received ſo many wounds I deſpaired to 
diſable him by a ſingle ſhot, ſo kept my ſituation, every 


moment expecting to become a prey to the enraged beaſt. - 


„The Hottentots having loſt; fight of me, as I lay 


cloſe under the tree, not daring to ſtir, and not anſwering .. 


to their repeated, cries, were perſuaded I was already 
cruſhed to pieces, made the woods re-echo with their 
ſhouts. The elephant turning haſtily round, paſſed me 
a ſecond time, and, ſtepping over the tree not ſix yards 
from me, went off on a full gallop. I ſprung on my feet 
as ſoon as he had paſſed, and, ſhowing myſelt to my com- 
panions, fired another ſhot after kim, which did not ſtop 
his career, but ruſhing into the thickeſt part of the 
woods, diſappeared. | : 
„The report of my piece was an univerſal ſignal of 
Joy. 1 was immediately ſurrounded by the Hottentots, 
whoſe countenances beamed the moſt lively and diſinte- 


reſted emotions of gladneſs: my maſter in the moſt af- 


leftionate terms expreſſed his ſatis faction at my eſcape, 
preſſing me eagerly in his arms. Night drawing on, we 
returned to find the elephant we had killed in the morn- 
ing. The carcaſe was already in the poſſeſſion of ſeveral 
large birds of prey, who had loſt no time, having already 
made great progrels in its diſſection. 


„Fires were now quiekly kindled; and our attendants 


after having pitched the tent, began to ſhew their ſkill in 


cooking. They cut off leveral ſteaks to broil for theme 


ſelves, dreſſing a part of the trunk for us: it was the firſt 
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time 1 * ever taſted this kind of 1001 but 14 
it ſhould not be the laſt, as I thought it delicious. Hav. 
ing ſettled the necellary preliminaries of watching round 
the tent, we went to reſt, with as much compoſure as 
though we were at an inn; nor were we diſturbed till 
ſunriſe, when we, ſet forward on our Journey, As we 
paſſed a ſmall river we met a company of Hottentots, of 
about a ſcore, who had fled from the wars of the Caffres, 
By our guides we learnt that thoſe people are moſt vilely 
calumniated: the perpetual vexations and tyranny of the 
coloniſts gave riſe to thoſe wars, in which the Caffres 
have been repreſented as ferocious animals, nurtured with 
human gore, ſparing neither age nor ſex, and totally re- 
ardlels of the rights of hoſpitality. T he coloniſts often 
70 rm pretences 1 loſing their cattle, purpoſely to make 
inroads into the Caffres ſettlements, exterminating whole 
hordes without diſtinttion of age or ſex, carrying away 
their herds, and laying waſte the country; this being an 
eaſier method of obtaining cattle than rearing them. 
In deſtroying a ſmall ſettlement of Caffres, a child 
of about twelve years of age eſcaped the general carnage, 
by concealing himſelt in a hollow tree, but, unfor tunately, 
Vas diſcovered by one of the Marauder s, who deter mined 
to make a ſlave of his prize. The commander of this 
barbarous detachment peremptorily laid claim to the little 
trembling priſoner ; the captor as firmly refuſed to deliver 
him up, Which ſo enraged the ſavage leader that he rau 
with the utmoſt fury at the innocent object of the dil— 
pute, exclaiming « Tf I muſt not have him, neither ſhalt 
thou!“ and accompanied theſe words with a blow of his 
ſabre, which laid the unfortunate victim dead at his feet. 
About noon one of our people who had gone on 
jome hundred yards before us, came running back with 
evident marks of confuſion ; on enquiring the cauſe, he 
told-us there was a lion couching in a thicket a little 
a-head of us, and that he would certainly attack us if we 
proceeded, We immediately balted to conſult what was 


t0- 


6410 


to be done: Monſieur, deſirous of adding the ſpoil of the 


king of the foreſts to his other acquiſitions, decided on 
the attack. Accordingly the horſes and dogs were given 
in charge to one of the natives to keep them back, and 
we, to the number of five, marched on, keeping a ſharp 
look out. We had proceeded near half a mile, and find- 
ing nothing, concluded it was an 1maginary lion, only in 
the idea of Eaco (the name of the Hottentot who had 
given us the intelligence), who having lately loſt a very 
good miſtreſs, killed by one of thole animals, was 1n 
continual dread of them. 4 EEE x | 

« Her habitation being on the ſkirts of a wood, one 
gloomy night the family was awakened by the lowing of 
the cattle, in an incloſure at a ſmall diſtance from the houſe; 
they immediately ſeized their fire-arms, and running tothe 
ſpot, found a lion had broken through the tence, and was 
making terrible, havock among the cattle, It was only 
neceſſary io enter the incloſure, and fire, to kill the ani- 


mal; but neither ot her ſons, ſervants, or ſlaves, had ſuf- 


ficient courage to attempt it, - The undaunted matron, 
therefore, entered alone, and armed with a muſket, ap- 
proached fhe ſcene of carnage : the darkneſs of the night 

revented her perceiving the animal till ſhe was cloſe to 
55 when ſhe courageouſlly fired, but was ſo unfortunate 
as only to wound him ; he inſtantly ruſhed upon her : the 
ſcreams of the unfortunate mother brought her ſons to 


her aſſiſtance. Furious, deſperate, diſtrated, they flew 


upon the tremendous animal, and killed him, though too 
late to fave her, and both fell breathleſs on the mangled 
body of their parent. Excluſive of the deep wounds ſhe 
had received from the fangs and talons of the ferocious 
ſavage, he had bit one of her hands off at the wriſt, Aſ. 
ſiſtance was ineffectual; ſhe died the ſame night amidſt 
the vain lamentations of her puſtllanimous ſons and ſer- 
vants. 4 


«The remembrance of this ſcene had made ſo deep az 


impreſſion on the mind of Eaco, and filled him with ſuch 
1 apprehenſions, 
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apprehenſions, that he had frequently teazed his comrades Nef: 
with falſe alarms, of being near the dens of lions, and Mic: 
being ſure of ſeeing them in ſuch and ſuch a thicket, ſo the 
that at laſt they paid little or no regard to his repreſenta. Han 


tions, and, in the preſent inſtance, acquainted us with his ria; 
diſpoſition, and adviſed me to order the horſes forward, ly. 
and to continue our route, as we were three days from {en 


any habitation, and our proviſions near exhauſted, The WM thc 
trembling Eaco at this inſtant cried, . ** There, there!“ WM ma 
i when hearing a ruſtling among the buſhes I haſtily looked WW it c 
3 round, and ſaw the beaſt in the act of ſpringing upon his fro 
a prey, one of the Hottentots being within his reach, as for 
{wift as lightning he darted upon the poor fellow; but da. 

5 rather overleaping himſelf, in bringing him to the ground wit 
1 ais fore. quarters extended ſo far over him, that his anta- the 
x goniſt, with the utmoſt intrepidity and preſence of mind, Ml get 
_ claſped him firmly round the middle, and preſſing hin liv: 


to his breaſt, the animal was ſo ſituated that he could do tw: 

him little or no injury; at this moment one of his com- lik 

rades ran to his aſſiſtance, and clapping the muzzle of his par 

1 piece to his ear, diſpatched him inſtantaneouſly, and thus to 
y pProvidentially delivered his fellow-ſervant unhurt from ab] 
this imminent danger. h | 

„ This narrow eſcape, added to the loſs of our man are 


killed by the elephant, rather abated the ardour of our lit) 
Furſuit, and Monſieur began ſerioufly to think of return- ver 
ing to the Cape, which we reached without any remark- he: 
able occurrence happening. In our way J ſhot an cage Ml 11): 
of a ſpecies hitherto unknown, and conſidered as a great MW in 
rarity by my maſter: it was of a bright black, with a ring the 
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* of burniſhed gold round his neck, and ſeemed. to reſem- the 
> ble the vulture as much as the eagle, though different in MW ci: 
i8 ſome inſtances. Hunger changes the eagle into a vulture; fol] 
1 that is to ſay, when it is hungry it will feed on putrified dil; 
"I — carrion. It is a vulgar error that this bird only fubfiſts MW au; 
. by preying on others; for I have frequently ſeen eagles MW kn 
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as well as other car nivorous birds, attracted by the offal ter 
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es Mc the beaſts we had killed.“ He alſo related ſome par- 


ö i F 
ad ticulars reſpecting the Hottentots, completely refuting (4 | þ 
ſo che accounts of our geographical writers, who deſcribe 1 
4. a moſt filthy cuſtom uſed by the Hottentots at their mar- 1 13 
118 riage ceremonies, the prieit being {aid to beſtow public- ( [1 
d, MW ly. a urinary ſtream on the bride and bridegroom, in pre- 1 
m ſence of ail the aſſembled friends. The formalities of 3 | {x 
le thoſe marriages, he ſaid, conſiſted in the promites they : ol 
1 made each other to live together as long as they may find 1 
d it convenient; the engagement made, the young couple | 4 Pa. 
18 from that moment are man and wife. They then kill bY: |! 
as ſome ſheep, ſometimes an ox, to celebrate this little holi- 11 Wi 


ut MW day. The parents on both ſides furniſh the young couple 
1d with ſome cattle; they immediately apphy themſelves to 


A. the conſtruction of a hut, forming an incloſure, and in 7 
d, getting together their little Rock of neceſſaries, They iÞ 
n live together as long as a good underſtanding ſubſiſts be- 14 
do tween them; for ſhould any difference ariſe, which is not 14s 
n- likely to ſubſide, they make no ſcruple of ſeparation, but 131 
1s part with as little ceremony as they met; ant each, free {EE 
us to form freſh connexions, leeks elſewhere a more agree- 1 
m able partner. | 5 151 
In caſes of ſeparation, the effects of the married pair \F 
an are equally divided; but ſhould the huſband, in his qua- NN; 
ur Jity of maſter. inſiſt on retaining the whole, the wife ne- 41% 
n- ver fails to find thoſe who will aflert aud defend her right; 37 
— her family intereſts itlelt, nor are the friends of the man Th i 
le ile; fo that ſometimes, the whole horde is in a ferment;  . $i 
at in the end they come to blows, and, as in all other places, 1 
10 the conquerors give laws to.the vanquiſhed. . The. mo- * j 
n- ther always has the care of the younger children, elpe- abs 
in cially it they are giils, while the boys, who are able to {5:1 8 
. follow their father, are {ure to belong to him. Theſe | 1 
> dilagreements, however, are far from being common; f 3 
its aud 1t 1s equally worthy of remark that they have no ; 4 
cs known law, or eſtablithed cuſtom, to which they can re- 1 
al ter for the termination of their differences. - 
oil „„ Among 
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) Among thoſe Hottentots who are the moſt diſtant from 


the coloniſts, conjugal fidelity is held more ſacred than 
among the poliſhed offspring of refinement ; though po. 
lygamy is not repugnant to the cuſtoms of the Hottentots, 
it js by no means common among them. They may take 
as many wives as they pleaſe ; but whether from a love of 


peace, or any other motive, {ſeldom have but one. Wo. 


men are never known to cohabit with two men. Na. 
ture, that would ever have a man able to aſcertain his own 
offspring, has wiſely planted in the heart of a female 
Gonaquais Hottentot, an invincible averſion for ſuch 
infamous proſtitution ; nay, ſo diſguſting is it to theſe peo. 
Ple, that a huſband, on a knowledge of the moſt trifling 


infidelity of his wife, might kill her, without fear of in. 


curring the reproach of his horde. 

With ideas of honor ſuch as theſe, the reader will the 
more eaſily be induced to diſcredit the aſſertions of many 
writers; that the Hottentots indulge in connexions of an 

inceſtuous nature. It being hinted that ſtrong ſuſpi- 
cions of this fort had been entertained of them, they 
fhewed figns of the greateſt deteſtation. Do you take 
us for brutes ? ſaid they, and immediately broke off all 
farther converſe ; nor could all we had to lay prevail on 
them to forget the offence. 6 


— 44 — 
: CHAP VI. 
PF ovine completely ſtored the ſhip with provi- 


ſons and water, taken in fix hundred caſks ot flour 
for the colony, and various other ſtores, the ſignal was 
made for the tranſports to be in readineſs to get under 
weigh. I bade my new friend adieu, haſtened on board, 
and Me next morning we worked out of the bay, We 


had ſcarcely got a tolerable offing when a very heavy 


gale blew from the northward, and the fea ſoon ran 
| | mountains 


(45 ). 


mountains high, The ' veſſel being deep loaded, we 


ſhipped ſome very heavy ſeas, which obliged us to lay 


too, near four-and-twenty hours, 

I had often heard of the ſuperſtition of ſailors reſpett- 
ing apparitions, but had never given much credit to.the 
report: it ſeems that ſome years ſince a Dutch man of 
war was loſt off the Cape, and-every ſoul on board pe- 
riſhed ; her conſort weathered the gale, and arrived ſoon 
afier at the Cape. Having refitted, and returning to 
Europe, they were aſſalled by a violent tempeſt nearly in 
the ſame latitude. In the night watch ſome of the people 
ſaw, or imagined they ſaw, a veſſel ſtanding for them 
under a preſs of ſai], as though ſhe would run them down: 


one in particular affirmed it was the ſhip that had foun- 


dered in the former gale, and that it muſt certainly be ber, 
or the apparition of her; but on its clearing up, the ob- 
ject, a dark thick cloud, diſappeared. Nothing could do 
away the idea of this phenomenon on the minds of the 
ſailors; and, on their relating the circumitances when 
they arrived in port, the ſtory ſpread like wild- fire, and 
the ſuppoſed phantom was called the Flying Dutchman. 
From the Dutch the Engliſh ſeamen got the infatuation, 
and there are very few Indiamen, but what has {ome one 
on board, who pretends to have ſeen the apparition, 
About two in the morning I was waked Ly a violent 


ſhake by the ſhoulder, when ſtarting up in my hammock, 


I ſaw the boatſwain, with evident ſigns of terror and diſ- 
may in his countenance, ſtanding by me. For God's 
ſake, meſſmate, ſaid he, “ hand us the keq of the caſe, 
tor by the Lord I'm damnably ſcarified: ton, d'ye lee, as 
I was juſt looking over the, weather-bow, what, ſhonld I 


ſee but the Flying Dutctman,coming right down upon 


us, with every thing ſet—I know twaß {he—lI cou'd ſee 
all her lower-deck ports up, and the lights fore and alt, as 
if cleared for action. Now as how, dye ſee, I am ſure 
no mortal ſhip could bear her lower-deck ports up and 
not founder in this here weather: Wty, the ſea runs 
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when I was a boy, I never could find it in my heart to 


tho', as how, I ſaw it as plain as this here bottle,“ 


moon ſhining very bright, and not a cloud to be ſeen; 


who were on deck, it had been very cloudy about halt 


—__ 
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mountains high. It muſt certainly be the ghoſt of that Mwhic 
there Dutchman, that foundered in this latitude, and and 
which, I have heard ſay, always appears in this here deck 
quarter, in hard gales of wind. | appe 

Alter taking a good pull or two at the Hollands, he 
grew a little compoſed, when I jokingly afked him, if he 
was afraid of ghoſts? © Why, as to that, d'ye ſee, — 
faid he, © I think as how I'm as good as another man; 
but 1'd always a terrible antipathy to thoſe things. Even 


croſs a church-yard in the dark without whiſtling and 
hallooing, to make them believe I had company with me, 
for I've heard ſay they appear but to one at a time; for 
now, when 1 called to Joe Jackſon, who was at the 
helm, to look over the weather-bow, he ſaw nothing; 


taking another ſwig at the Geneva. 

Having ſome curioſity to fee if I could make outany 
thing that could take ſuch an appearance, I turned out, and 
accompanied him upon deck; but it had cleared up, the 


though, by what I could learn from the reſt of the people 


an hour before, of courſe I eaſily divined what kind of 
phantom had ſo alarmed my meſſmate. The ſea running 
very high, and the gale rather increaſing, we continued 


to lay too, and in the morning found we had parted now 


company with the reſt of the tranſports, not one being MWycat| 


diſcernable from the maſt head. | being 
The wind abating in the afternoon, and coming' to the At 
north-weſt, we bore away under a reefed fore-larl : and beam 


it continuing to blow a very fffon; gale, we jogged on in ſport 


this manner about ten days, when the weather moderate- Wcomr 


ing we crouded all the ſail we could make from this time grey] 
till we made Van Dieman's land, off which we trequent- Wlengt 
ly {aw in the night the ſea covered with luminous ſpots, N were 
relembling lights floating on the ſurface, and I imme- 

| | diately 
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diately imagined that it might have been ſome of theſe 
hat which the boatſwain had ſeen through a paſfling cloud, 
ind Hand which he magnified into lanterns on a ſhip's lower- 
ere deck, as in ſome points of view they had very much that 
appearance. 
he Whether theſe ſhining ſpots-.proceed from the ſpawn 


jelly-like ſubſtance, called by the ſailors, blubber, is not 
determined, though I am of the latter opinion ; vaſt 
ſhoals of them ſurrounded the ſhip in the courſe of the day. 
Numbers of fea birds now hovered over us, ſuch as al- 
batroſſes; gulls of various ſpecies; and a large black 
bird, greatly reſembling a crow, but rather bigger. In 
or che evening the horizon was beautifully illumined by the 
he Aurora Auſtrealis, or fouthern lights: they were of a 
S 5 bright crimſon, variegated with orange, yellow, and white 
ſtreaks, continually changing their hues, and preſenting 
a moſt ſublime and animating picture. 


a The next morning at day-break, the man at the maſt 
ad head cried out, Land, hoa!” which agreeable ſound 
ne Wre-echoed through the ſhip ; and it clearing up we found 
1, MWouriclves cloſe in with it. It appeared a bold even ſhore, 
le With ſome hills inland, pleaſantly ornamented with tall 
It arait trees, ſuppoſed to be cabbage or palm trees, from 
pf only having branches near the top. 

E We failed along the coaſt for ſome leagues, in the 
d courſe of which we ſaw ſome pretty deep bays. We 
d now ſtretched off in order to get a good offing, and to 
S veather ſome rocks about three leagues from the ſhore, 


being afraid of paſſing too near them in the dark. 

At day-light they appeared about ſix miles on our lee- 
beam. Here we perceived a number of ſeals playing and 
ſporting alongſide ; they were in general of the ſize of a 
common dog, with a long head, tapored to the noſe like a 
e MWereyhound ; they frequently raiſed themſelves. half the 
length of their body out of the water, turning round ag it 
„ vere to reconnoitre, and ſometimes in their gambols 


leaped 


he of fiſh floating in ſmall quantities, or from an animal.of a 
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leaped entirely out. We took our leave of theſe ſportive 


gentry, and ſhaping our courſe for New Holland, before 


{unfet loft ſight of the land. | 


* 


CHAP; N. 


FAVOURABLE flant of wind enabled us to make 
the land of New South Wales on the 12th of Octo. 


ber, about eight leagues diſtant, We ſtood on till we 


were within about fix or ſeven miles from the ſhore, and 
then ranged pleaſantly along the coaſt. At noon we 


were abreaſt of a point of land, called Red Point; only 
ten leagues diſtant from Botany Bay. About two leagues | 


to the ſouthward of the Bay is a chain of chalky hills, 
over-topped by level land. On this land is a clump of 


trees, ſomething like Poſtdown-hull, in the neighbourhood 
of Port{mouth. The wind ſpringing up to the eaſtward, 


we ſtood from the land, under an eaſy ſail, till daylight, 
when we were. quite abreaſt of the Bay; and, at noon, 
on the 13th, came to an anchor in Port Jackſon, about 


five or fix leagues to the northward of it. . 


At ten o'clock the next morning the convicts were all 
ordered on ſhore ; their appearance was truly deplorable, 
the generality of them being emaciated by diſeaſe, and 


| thoſe who laboured under no bodily diſorder, from the 


ſcantineſs of their allowance, -were in no. better plight, 
The boats from all the ſhips in the harbour attended, in 
order to land them ; there were in all two hundred and 


fifty men, ſix women, and a convict's wife and child who 


had obtained permiſſion to accompany her huſband. - We 


loſt during the voyage thirty-two men. Upon their land- 
Ing they were entuely new cloathed trom the king's ſtore, 
and their old things were all burnt, in order to prevent 
any infectious diſorder that might have been in the ſhip, . 


from being introduced into the colony. 1 
WES 5 | From 
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From the report of the captain I had a moſt gracious 


reception from the governor; he told me that on account 


of my behaviour on board, he would place me in a ſitua- 


tion that ſhould render my exile from England as little 5 
irkſome as poſſible, and that if I continued to deſerve it 


I might rely on his favour and protection: for the pre- 
fent I might return on board, and as ſoon as any boat 
could be ſpared fromthe ſhip, it ſhould "convey me and 
what things I had, up to Paramatta, where a habitation 
ſhould be provided for me. The next morning I receiv- 
ed orders again to attend the governor at Sidney Cove, 
and to put my propeity in charge of a ſerjeant of ma- 
rines, Who came off in a large boat, and who was to ſee 


it fately lodged in the public ſtore, till ſuch time as I 


ſhould be ſettled, and able to take care of it myſelf. 

I took leave of my meſimates with unfeigned regret, 
the captain himſelf accompanied me on ſhore, and waited 
on the governor with me. His excellency ſaid, he had 
long wanted a proper perſon as ſuperintendant of the 
convicts at Paramatta, that he had appointed me to that 


office, and that J ſhould take charge of the farm-houſe 


there. When I was diſmiſfed, the ſerjeant took me to 
his houſe, where I partook of a good fiſh dinner; and, 
it being ſome time before we could ſet off for my future 
reſidence, we took a walk round the Cove, where {ome 
conſiderable buildings have been erected, for the gover- 
nor, the lieutenant-governor, the judge-advocate, and 
the greateſt part of the officers. | | 
The. governor's houſe is of ſtone, near ſeventy feet 
in front, and makes a very handſome appearance. The 
houles of the officers are of brick ; the reſt are generally 
log houſes, plaiſtered; the roots are either ſhingled or 
thatched. Here is alſo an hoſpital, a good 'temporary 
building, and alſo barracks for the ſoldiers, and.comfort- 
able cabins for the officers, with gardens adjoining ; but 
unluckily theſe gardens are not very a as the 
foil is very indifferent ; and to this inconvenience * 
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be added the depredations of rats and thieves, A mile 


or two from the Cove, the ſoil is conſiderably . better, 
where the officers and othens have little farms; there 
are alſo brick-kilns, and a pottery, both of which articles 
they would bring to tolerable perfection, were they poſ- 
ſeſſed of the materials uſed to glaze their earthen-ware. 
I wonder there are not more ſtone buildings here, ſtone 
reſembling that of Portland, being at hand in great abun- 
dance, exceedingly {oft, but hardens: very much after it 
is wrought, and expoſed to the weather. 
Not being able to proceed till the morning, I flung 
my cot in a corner of the ſerjeant's houſe, and ſpent the 
evening with him; we roſe at day- break, and re- embark- 
ing my effects, left Sidney Cove about eight o'clock in 
the morning, and arrived at Paramatta about noon. Two 
or three miles before you come to the town, the river is 
quite narrow, not more than ſix or eight yards acroſs, 
and the banks ſo high that you can ſcarce lee the face of 
the country. Where they were lower it had very much 
the appearance of a park or a gentleman's pleaſure 1 
In our progreſs we ſaw ſeveral kangaroos, but had a very 
imperfect glance of them; the graſs being long, entirely 
hid them from our view except when, they were in the 
Me landed about a quarter of a mile from the town, 
and walked up to it; it is ſituated on an elevated ſpot in 
the form of a creſcent : a ſtrong redoubt is conſtructed, 
where there are very goud barracks for.a detachment of 


the military, which is always on duty here; as well to pre- 


ſerve good order and regularity among the convitts, as a 
check upon the natives, who from he diſtance to Sidney 


Cove might be tempted to moleſt the ſettlers, were there 


no armed force to protect them; they have little appre- 
henſion from the-natives as tirey have never ſhewn any 
incliaarion to attack armed men; not that they are deſti- 
tute of courage, but that they are perfectly convinced of 
the great and invincible ſuperiority of our * 


gt ) e 


After a ſhort walk we arrived at che houſe appropriated 
for me; it is a compadt little cottage, with four rooms in 


it; the ſituation is moſt delightful, being in the midſt of 
pleaſant gardens, the convicts houſes form a line in front, 
at FIN. ae, they have each a ſmall garden and thoſe 
who have been ene ſeem very comfortable, as 
their day's work is not ſo hard as many working men's 
in England. | | : 


A ſervant who kept the houle gave us ſome refreſh- 


ment, after which 1-waited on the commanding officer of 


the troops on duty here, and*preſented a letter given me 


by the governor; my reception was as agreeable as I 


could: expect, he told me that the next day he would cauſe 
the convicts to be muſtered in my preſence, and inform 
them of my ſituation, as ſuperintendant, and would then 
give me ſome inſtructions neceſſary to regulate my fu- 
ture proceedings. | 


_ —— FF GC, —— — 


CHAP. VIII. 


N the morning a general muſter took place; when 
the whole were aſſembled, to the amount ot near four 


hundred; they were informed by the officer ot the truſt 
the governor had been pleaſed to repoſe in me, and that 
any miſbehaviour or diſobedience of orders ifluing from 
me would be as ſeverely puniſhed as though they proceed- 
ed from the governor himſelf: they were then diſmiſſed 
to their ſeveral employments. I proceeded through the 
different gangs of people at their reſpective oecupations; 
and found them much more attentive to their buſineſs 
and reſpect ful to thoſe over them than I could poſſibly 
have imagined. Some were employed in making bricks 
and tiles; others, building ſtore-houſes, huts, &c. a great 
number clearing the grounds, bringing in timber, and 
making roads. Others at their different callings, ſuch as 
f 7 1 | ſmiths, 


* 
* 7.4 | 8 « 
9 63 


Em 


8 dS " " + — 
OE ny 


5 
4 4 ra lod. ö 


. 
: { 
N 


A 
- . . . 29%. 


3 


* 


5 


} 
| 
1 


Ke. 
4 2 — 


— * — >, . : n > 
"us. OG * 1 p - _ J 4 
4 , 9 3 
* 6 E: > re MO I, +. * 
0 4 — — FIG — 4 
— 


= 
n 
A 
- 


colony is beyond al] praiſe, 


n 
—— — — — 
* 
/ 


: $4 3 a as Pt ” * ” ”*- 
* ooh. : 8 * 7 r 2 
= oy vr os " « * a ns — , * 
r W 3 
1 . * WY tg An * 91 2 III — 


r 8 


* * ra 


6 8 


ſmiths, gardeners, coopers, ſhoe makers, taylors, bakers, 
attendants on the fick, &c. The hours of work are from 
ſunriſe to half paſt ſeven, when they breakfaſt ; at half 


paſt eight they reſume their work till half paſt eleven, 


when they are rung to dinner; at two they recommence 
their labours, and the ſetting of the fun is the ſignal that 
terminates their daily toil, and which is announced by the 
drum beating a retreat. In order to encourage the culti- 
vation- of gardens, Saturday is appropriated to clear awa 

and cultivate ſpots of ground for themſelves ; and thols 
who have been induſtrious now find the benefit, by havin 

Plenty of vegetables, which ſaves their falt proviſions, . 
enables them to truck with the natives for fiſh. - Inde- 


pendent of this advantage, thoſe who rear the greateſt 


quantities of vegetables and plants, receive premiums from 


the governor, who, at the proper ſeaſon of the year, diſ- 
tributes ſeeds among them for that purpole. The wo- 


men ſweep round the huts every morning, and cook the 
victuals for the men, collect all their dirty cloaths, and 


return each man his reſpective linen, waſhed and mended, 


on the Sunday morning. | 
No perſon is excuſed from attending divine worſhip, 


which is performed every Sunday morning at eleven 


o'clock, when all the convicts are obliged: to attend: in 


clean linen, and, indeed, behave in a more orderly and 
devout manner than would be naturally expected: in- 


deed, the indefatigable zeal and wife mealures purſued 
by the worthy governor in the formation of this infant 


I had ſome apprehenſions that from my former ſituation 


in life I ſhould have been expoſed to many mortifications, 


although ſhielded by the protection of my office; but I 


ſaw few faces who recolletted me, and thoſe who. did be- 


haved in the moſt reſpectful manner. The greater part 
of thoſe who came over with me were ſent to Norfolk 


5 Iſland, and thoſe that were left remained at Sidney Cove. 


My buſineſs was chiefly to report the progreſs made 
7356 [7 . „ * "2h 
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in the different- works _ carrying on at Paramatta : for 25 
which purpoſe I was furniſhed with abſtratts from a kind 


of overſeers or head man of the various gangs; and in 
leſs than a week, was as much at home, and as perfectly 
maſter of the buſineſs, as though I had been coeval with 

the colony. 5 N— 


From a neceſſary and well regulated diſcipline, che 


convicts who had come over in the firſt ſhips had been 
brought into the excellent order above deſcribed; but 
many ſevere examples were made ere they were reduced 
to order, and various knaveries and tricks played on the 
officers ;.but puniſhment never failed to attend the detec- 


tion of their frauds, . In the infancy of the ſettlement a 


convict had induſtriouſly ſpread a report that he had diſ- 
covered a gold mine, which at firſt gained credit, as the 
ore bn to have been found had ſomething of the- 
appearance of gold ore, * _ E 
The circumſtance was as follows: one Dailey, a con- 
vict, had, he pretended, diſcovered a piece of ground 
which: contained a conſiderable quantity of gold ore, 
ſome. of which was produced, tried, and found to con- 
tain a ſmall portion of-gold. The governor was abſent at 
this time on an excurſion into the country-: the report 
coming to the ears of the lieutenant-governor, he examin- 


ed the pretended diſcoverer, who told his ſtory with the 
greateſt plauſibility, and it was not doubted but an im 


portant diſcovery had been made. Dailey was interro- 
cated as to the, place, but refuſed to give the neceſſary 
information till the return ok the governor, to whom he 
would give a full and ſatisfactory account of the diſcove- 
ry, on a promiſe that he would grant him what he ſhould. 
think equivalent to the importance of the diſcovery, 
and which he, Dailey, conceived a ſmall compenſation 
for ſo valuable an acquiſition ; the demand was, his own 
and a particular woman conviet's enlargement, and a 
paſſage in one of the firſt ſhips to England, together with 
a lum ot. money. The hieutenant-governor told him, 
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that unleſs he,pointed out the ſpot he ſhould conſider him 


as an Impoſtor, and order him to inſtant puniſhment; 
for daring to impoſe upon thoſe officers to whom he had 


related the buſineſs. The dread of puniſhment diſpoſed 
hiw to come too a little, though not without apparent re: 


luctance: he propoſed to the lieutenanf-governor that an 
officer ſhould be {ent down the harbour with him, for the 
treaſure, he ſaid, lay in the lower part of the harbour, and 
near the ſea ſhore; and he would ſhew the officer the ex. 
act ſpot ; accordingly he was taken, at his word; and an 


officer, with a corporal, and two'or three ſoldiers, were 


ſent with him; he pointed out the landing- place, whence 


he ſaid it was but a ſhort walk to the deſired ſpot. They 
entered the wood, but had ſcarce got among the buſhes, 
which were very thick, than 'he begged leave to turn 
aide, as though he had a preſſing occaſion; this was 
granted him: the officer continued waiting for him, but 
to no purpoſe ; for as ſoon! as he had got out of their 


reach he puſhed off towards Sidney Cove by land, leav- 


ing the officer and his ſoldiers to beat their heels, and 
curſe their credulity in letting him out of their ſight. 
The officer having diſpatched the boat back on their 
landing, intending to return on foot, was left in no very 
enviable ſituation. Mr. Dailey reached Sidney in the 
afternoon, and informed the lieutenant-governor that he 


nad left thoſe whom he had ſent down with him in entire 
_ Poſſeſſion of the gold mine; he then got a few. things 


trom his own tent, and diſappeared. The party, after 
ſearching ſome hours for the cheat, marched- round to 
the camp, where they arrived at duſk, heartily tired, and 
not a-little chagrined at the trick the villain had put 
upon them, A | 


The want of proviſions ſoon brought the diſcoverer 


back to the ſettlement, and a ſevere flogging was the re- 
ward of his ingenuity ; however he {til} perſiſted in hav- 


ing made the diſcovery which he before had mention— 
ed, and his reaſon. for quitting the officer who went with 


him 


107 
fim was, that he was ſure if he made the diſcc very to 


the governor. himſelf he ſhould certainly get what he 


had demanded. _ : 
When the governor returned he was made acquainted: 
with the buſineſs, and another officer was ſent with him, 
although there was not a perſon in the colony who had: 
the leaſt faith in his aſſertions. The officer who now ac- 
companied him informed him, on landing from the boat, 
that if he offered to quit him for an inſtant he would put 
him to death, This determination ſo terrified: the gold- 
finder, that he acknowledged the impoſture: he was then 
interrogated 5 the ore which he had produced. 
He confeſſed he had filed down part of a yellow metal 
buckle, and had mixed it with ſome gold 45 from a 


broken ring, which he had got from one of the convitt. 


women, alt which he had blended with ſome earth, and 


made it hard. The man who tried the ore had been a 


filverſmith, and ow ſeparatmg the different pants he dis- 


covered a {mall RAE 18 gold contained therein: the 
cheat received a ſecond punifhment tor his perſeverance,. 


and à recommendation to be very attentive to his duty, 
and not attempt any more tricks as he valued his neck. 
Having a good deal of time on my hands, my attend- 


ance and inſpection being generally finiſhed in the fore- 
"noon, I frequently viſited the farms of the ſettlers: theſe 


in general were convicts whole term of tranſportation 
had expired, and had had lands granted them, in the fol- 


lowing proportions : thirty acres to every ſingle man; 


fifty to the married ones; and ten more for every child: 


they received proviſions and cloathing from the public 
ſtores for the firſt eighteen months: the neceſſary tools 


and implements of huſbandry, with feeds and grain to ſow. | 


tie ground the firſt year; to young ſow pigs were allo 


given to each- ſettler, and a pair. or two of fowls. On 


thoſe conditions twenty-ſeven of them had commenced 
farming in the neighbourhood of Paramatta, Proſpect. 
hill, and at ſome ponds about two miles to the'north« 
a ? ward. 
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ward. At this time theſe ſettlements had little the ap. 
pearance of farms; but as there were many very induſ. 
trious and careful men among them, N be. 
gan to thrive, and the face of the country ſhow. evident 
ſigns of culture. 3 e . ph, > "6; hb W's. 
In my walks I often fell in with the kangaroos, of 
Which there are great numbers: they are about the ſize 
of a common deer, of a dark tan colour; its head, 1 
think, reſembles that of the mocock from the Eaſt Indies, 
The hind legs are much longer than the fore, and with 
them they leap and ſpring forward with amazing rapi- 
dity, their fore feet being ſeldom ſeen to touch the 
ground; and, indeed they are ſo very ſhort, that it is not 
Poſſible the animal can make great uſe of them in run. 
ning; they have prodigious force in their tail, which is a 
Principal part of their defence; when attacked, they 
ſtrike a blow with this weapon ſuſficient to break the leg 
of a man, or the back of a dog; it alſo aſſiſts them in 


their ſprings. which are truly ſurprizing. The native 


dog is much '{witter than the kangaroo, and will attack 
them with great courage: the chaſe is ſeldom of long 
duiation, the kangaroo being ſoon tired, and is generally 
overtaken in leſs than a quarter of an hour. When ſeized, 
it they have no opportunity of uſing the tail to advan- 
tage, they turn upon the dog, and catching hold with, the 
talons of his fore-paws, be fi 

fary with thoſe of his hind-feet, which are long, ſharp, 


and of great ſtrength; and if the dog is not aſſiſted, it 


frequently happens that they get the better. 


have frequently ſeen male kangaroos, which, when. 


ting on their launches, would meaſure at leaſt from five 


feet eight to five feet ten inches in height: ſuch a one 
would,.I think, over-match any of the dogs; but I ne- 


ver ventured to try. them ſingly. Having had. ſeveral 
young native dogs given me, from time to time, I take 
great delight in kangaroo hunting; it is not only an 


agreeable exerciſe, but produces a diſh for the table, near- 
| | | n 


ies at and ſtrikes his adver- 


(83...) - „ 
ly as good as mutton; and; in the preſent dearth of live 
ſtock, is not an unacceptable preſent. | 


The native dog greatly reſembles the Pomeranian - 


breed: with their ears erect, they have a remarkable ſa- 


vage look, and are not unhke a wolf, both in ſize and 


appearance. There is no getting the better of their na- 
tural ferocity; for if you take ever ſuch pains in rearing 
them, they will, at every opportunity, deſtroy the ſheep, 
pigs, or poultry, nor do I think it poſſible to break them 


ot this favageneſs of temper, ſo that they are of little or 


ſto uſe, except in hunting the kangaroo. 0 : 

I had many opportunities of getting acquainted with 
ſeveral of the natives; and, as I ſeldom ſaw them with- 
out giving them ſome trifle or other, ſoon became a great 
favourite with them, and moſtly bad one or other of them 
with me in my rambles. The men in general are from 
hve feet ſix to five feet nine inches high; are rather flen- 
der, but ſtrait, and well made. The women are not 
quite ſo tall, rather luſtier, but are moſtly well- made. 
Their colour is a browniſh black, of a coffee caſt, but 
many of the women are almoſt as light as a mulatto : now 
and then you. may meet with ſome of both ſexes. with 


pretty tolerable features; but broad noſes, wide mouths, 


and thick lips, are moſt generally met with; their coun- 
tenances are not the moſt piepoſſeſſing, and what renders 


them ſtill leſs ſo, is, they are abominably filthy. They 


know no ſuch ceremony as waſhing themſelves, and their 
kin is moſtly ſmeared with the fat of ſuch animals as 
they kill, and afterwards covered with every fort of dirt; 
ſand from the heach, and aſhes fiom their fires, all ad- 
here to their filthy fkin, wbich never comes off, except. 


when accident, or the want of food obliges them to go 


into the water. Some of the men wear a piece of wood, or 
bone thruſt through the ſeptum of the noſe, which, by 


raiſing the oppoſite ſides of the noſe, dilates the noftrit, | 


and ſpreads the lower part very much. Many of them 
went the two front teeth on the right ſide of the upper 


Jaw :. 
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ons. They have, in general, good teeth; their hair 
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but lay down wherever night overtakes them. Cavities 


its warmth a conſiderable time, like an oven; and ſpread- 


tick which they uſe in throwing it; this {tick is about a 
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{ 8-2 
jaw: and I have ſeen ſeveral of the women who have 
loſt the two firit joints of the little finger of the left hand, 
a cireumftance which I have -never been able to diſcover 
the meaning of. This want off the little finger I obſerv. 
ed in elderly women; in girls of eight-or nine N old; 
in young women who have had children; and in thoſe; 
who have, had none. I have alſo obſerved that the fin. 
ger has been perfect in individuals of all ages and deſcrip. 


is ſhort, ſtrong, and curly; and they having no method 
of combing or cleaning it, it is always filthy and matted: 
the men's beards are ſhort and curly like the hair of their 
heads. They all go entirely naked, men, women, and 
children, and ſeem to have no fixed place of reſidence, 


in the rocks on the ſea ſhore, are places they uſually ſeek 
to ſhelter themſelves from the wind and rain; and they 
moſtly make a good fire before they go to ſleep, by which 
means the rock round them becomes heated, and retains 


ing a little dried graſs they lie down and huddle together, 
The men are generally armed with a lance, and a ſhort 


yard long, flat on one fide, and a notch in one end, the 
other is furniſhed with a flat ſhell fixed into a ſplit in the 
Nick, made faſt with a ſtrong gum, which, when dry, is 
as hard as flint: on the flat {ide of the {lick they place 
the Jance, the butt end of which reſts againſt the notch 
in the throwing ſtick : poiſing the lance thus fixed in one 
hand, binding it with the fore-finger and thumb to pre. 
vent its flipping off; keeping faſt hold of the throwing 
Hick, they hurl the lancejwith conſiderable force, and to- 
Jerably true, to the diſtance of ſeventy. or eighty yards, 
Their lances are in general about ten feet long; the ſhell 
fixed on the throwing flick is intended ſor ſharpening the 
point of their lance, and various other uſes. Although 
they throw their lances with conſiderable een 
WEE i | | ou 
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ave BWhould think it no very difficult matter, being on one's 
and, Mguard, either to parry or get out of the way of them. 

wer When they are upon any hoſtile expedition, they paint 
erv. heir faces and bodies with red and white ſtreaks, as. if 


Id; {hey intended. to. ſtrike terror by their death-like appear- 
ole Hance: ſome are mere lines drawn without attention or 
fin. method; others with the greateſt nicety and exactneſs. 
rip- Mt a few paces diſtance ſome have the appearance of be- 


Hair ing accoutered with crols belts: others with white circles 


hod round their eyes, and ſeveral horizontal lines acroſs the 
ed: forehead; others, again, have narrow white lines acroſs 
neir ¶ the body, with a broad ſtreak down the middle of the back 
and Hand belly, and a ſingle. line down the arm, thigh, and leg, 


ice, MW Being commouly marked with white, their black ſkins 


ties Ware ſeen very conſpicuouſly between the lines, and, at a 


eek ſhort diſtance takes very much the appearance of a {kele- 
hey ton, and which, I ſuppoſe, is what they intend to repre- 


ich ſent. The colours they uſe are chiefly red and white, 


uns the firſt of which is a kind of ochre, or red earth, 
ad- WW which is found here in abundance; the latter is a fine 
1er, pipe clay, great quantities of which are uſed in the pot- 
ort Wl teries eſtabliſhed in the colony. The bodies of the men 
ut a Ware much ſcarified, particularly about the breaſt and 
the Wl ſhoulders ; and although not very regular, yet are con- 


the ſidered as ornamental. | 
„ is 


tch 
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re- . | : | | | 
ing HE warriors thus armed and painted, range them- 
to- ſelves in a line, with each a green bough in their 


de, hand, as a token that they do not mean to ule force, un- 
1ell WM leſs obliged thereto, in their own defence, or in cale their 
the ¶ difference cannot be lettled by an amicable agreement; a 
gh long pe aan. enſues, and conceſſions on both files 
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part terminate their bloodlels campaign. 


Building 
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Building themſelves habitations never ſeem to have en. Ml bo 
- tered their imaginations, of any place toſhelter them from 
the weather, though they have plenty of the moſt incle- 
ment; their indolence and want of foreſight in this par: 
ticular would be fatal to them, were it not for the liberal 
hand' of nature, 'who- has ſo abundantly ſupplied the 
ſea ſhores wich ſoft crumbly rocks, which, for the moſt 
part, are excavated by the waſhing of the ſea, ſo as to 
torm caves of very conſiderable dimenſions, ſometimes 
fifty or more of them find a comfortable lodging 1n one 
of theſe caves. In the woods where there are no rocks, 
they {trip the bark off ſever trees, and cutting them into 
ſlips, faſten and enterlace them to four ſtakes drove in the 
ground, bending broad pieces of the bark over the top to 
ſhelve off the rain: theſe commonly hold a family; and, | 
as the weather is very cold in the winter months, they 
find it neceſſary to huddle very cloſe for the benefit of 
the warmth, to which each individual mutually: contri- 
butes a ſhare. Theſe huts are only uſed when they are 
out a kangaroo hunting; for in that ſeaſon they :employ- 
themſelves wholly in the woods, 
: Moſt of the large trees are hollow, by decaying at the 
heart ; and when the opoſſum, kangaroo, rat, 7 
and various other animals which inhabit the woods, are 
purſued, they commonly take ſhelter in thele trees. In 
order, therefore, to make ſure of them, wherein they 
ſeldom fail, when they find them in the tree, one man 
climbs to the top, which is performed with wonderful 
dexterity, in the following manner: they cut notches in 
the bark about an inch deep, which is a kind of reſt for 
the ball of the great toe; the two firſt notches are cut 
before they begin to climb, the reſt as they aſcend, at ſuch 
diſtances from each other, that when both feet are in the 
notchds, the right is raiſed nearly as high as the middle 
of the left thigh; when they are raiſing themſelves the 
hatchet is held in their mouths, that they may have the 
| Uſe of both their hands; and when making the notch the 
L body 
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body reſts on the ball of the great toe; the nage of the 
I 


left hand are alſo placed in a notch cut on the ſide of the 
tree, ſhould it be too large to admit their claſping it 
ſufficiently with the left arm to keep their body firm and 
clole to it. In this manner they aſcend, with wonder ful 
agility, trees fifteen or twenty feet in circumference, 
ſometimes ſixty or ſeventy feet before they come to a 
ſingle branch, . 1% 23h 1 
Being arrived at the top, or the place he judges the 
moſt convenient, he takes his feat with his club or ſtick 
in his hand, another perſon below makes a fire and fills 
the hollow trunk with ſmoke, which obliges the animal 
to atiempt its eſcape, either upwards or downwards, but 
which ever way it takes, it is almoſt certain of deſtruc- 
tion, as they very ſeldom eſcape. In this manner they 
employ themſelves, and get a livelihood in the woods. 
They, ſometimes, when many of them are hunting to- 
gether, ſet fire to the country for ſeveral miles in extent; 


this is for the purpole of diſturbing ſuch animals as may 
be within the circle of the conflagration : thus the af- 


frighted animals, confounded, ſinged, and half-ſmother- 
ed, fall an eaſy prey to their perſevering and ſanguinary 
adverſaries. | = 
Theſe fires, it is ſuppaſed, are ſometimes intended to 
clear that part of the country through which they have 
occalion to travel, of the briars and thorns, from which, 
being naked, they ſuffer great inconvenience. The fires 
which are frequently ſeen in the ſummer time, account 


alſo for an appearance which very much puzzled the 


firit ſettlers; this was, that more than two thirds of the 
trees in the woods were very much ſcorched with fire, 
ſome were burnt quite black to the very top; the caule 
of this occaſioned great difference of opinion, but it is 


now evident that it was occaſioned by che fires which the 
natives ſo frequently make, and which often reach the 
higheſt branches of the trees; I at firſt conjectured it to 
be the effect of lightning, * upon examining farther, 


it 
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it appeared too general to have been cauſed by ſuch an 
accident. Y | 155 

Opoſſums are very numerous here: they partake a 
good deal of the kangaroo, in the ſtrength of their tail, 
and make of its fore legs, which are very ſhort in pro- 
portion to the hinder ones; like that animal it is provided 
with a falſe belly for the ſafety of its young in time of 
danger, and its colour very much reſembles that of the 
common Engliſh rat; it is of the ſize of a ſmall cat, and 
ver e There are a variety of other animals 
of different ſizes, from the opoſſum down to our im- 
placable enemy, the field rat, all of which in ſome ſhape 
or other, partake of the kangaroo and opoſſum. 1 
have caught ſeveral rats with their pouch full of young 
ones, formed exactly in their legs, claws, and tail, as the 
above animals. One would almoſt conclude from the 
great reſemblance of the different quadrupeds found here, 
that there is a promiſcuous intercourſe between the dif. 
ferent ſexes of all thoſe various animals. This ſtrange 
fimilarity does not attach ſolely to quadrupeds, for the 
finny be ee of the ſea are in the ſame predicament, 
their variety is truly — moſt of them partake 
in ſome degree of the ſhark, and it is no uncommon thing 
to ſee the head and ſhoulders of a ſkait to the hind part 
of a ſhark, or a ſhark's head to the body of a large mullet, 
and what is more aſtoniſhing, ſometimes to the flat body 

of a ſting ray, or holibet. | 

Nature ſeems equally playful in the feathered tribe: 
the parrot is the moſt common, I have ſhot ſeveral, 
with the head, neck, and bill of he parrot, and with the 
lame beautiful plumage on thoſe parts for which that bird 
here is diſtinguiſhed ; a tail and body of a different make 
and colour, with long delicate feet and legs, which 1s 
quite the reverſe of the pariot kind. There is alſo a 
bird with the feet and legs of a parrot, whoſe head, neck, 
make, and colour, are like the common ſea-gull, with 
the wings and tail of the hawk. Neither is this confined 
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to the animal creation ; for here are trees bearing three 
different ſorts of leaves ; others bearing the leaf of the 
gum tree, with the gum exuding from it, and covered 
with bark of a very different kind. „ 
The country abounds in birds of numberleſs ſpecies: 
thoſe of the parrot kind, ſuch as the macaw, coc katoo, 
lory, green parrot, and paroquets of different ſpecies 
and ſizes, ornamented with the moſt gay and luxuriant 
plumage that can be conceived. The common crow is 
no ſtranger here, but is found in conſiderable numbers: 
the ſound of their voice and manner of croaking is wide- 
ly different from thoſe in Europe. Hawks are in great 
plenty: pigeons, quails, and a great variety of imall 
birds; but I have aiot ſeen any with an agreeable note. 
There is alſo a very large bird, but it is not very com- 
mon ; at firſt they were akin tor the oſtrich, as they did 
not fly when purſued, but ran ſo exceedingly taſt that a 
ſtrong native dog could not. overtake them: I ſhot one 


2 


half from its feet to the upper part of its head. The dif- 
ference between this bird and the oſtrich is in its bill, 
which is narrower at the point, and it has three toes, 
which is not the caſe with the oſtrich, as I had an oppor- 


which is, that two diſtinct feathers grow out from every 


ar from unacceptable : it reſembles, when raw, neck 
beef; and a ſide-bone of this bird makes an excellent 


he inner for half-a-dozen.. The crow, I think, reliſhes 
ird Mcqually as well here as the barn fowl in England. I 
ke Have ſometimes, when on a ſhooting excurſion, fallen 


in with the black ſwan : the extremity of their wings 


is 
) a Nie white, and all the reſt of their plumage a bright 
k, lack; its bill a pale pink, or crimſon: they are of 
th Ihe ſize of the common white ſwan, and are a delicate 
ed ppendage to the table, 5 | | 

=) | 7 | A predi- 


of them, which meaſured upwards of two yards and a 


tunity of ſeeing ſeveral of them at the Cape. It polleſſes 
one ſingularity by which it cannot fail of being known, 


quill, Its fleſh, though not the moſt tender grained, is 
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| A prodigious, quantity of bats have made their ap. 
=. pearance during theſe two laſt years; they are gene. 
: rally ſeen about Roſe Hill towards the cloſe of the 
evening: the head of this bat very much reſemble 
that of the fox; the wings of many of them extend 
| four feet from tip to tip. I have one of them that will 
Is 7 eat out of the hand, and is as domeſtic- in the houſe az 
* a cat. Their ſmell-is rank and offenſive; and num. 
bers having periſhed from the extreme heat of the 
weather, and fallen into the water about Roſe: Hill, 
rendered it undrinkable for ſome days. ©. 40 
oF There are as many different ſpecies of inſects as of 
MM birds; the centipedes, ſpider, ant, and ſcorpion; the 
generality of theſe vary but little from thoſe deſcribed 
as inhabitants of moſt parts between the tropicks: the 
ant poſſeſſes not only the greateſt portion of . induſtry, 
but alſo of courage; an inſult is never offered them 
with impunity : they are of various ſizes, from the 
| common European ant to near three quarters of an 
=_ inch in length ; they are alſo of different colours, as 


38 black, white, yellow, and red; the moſt formidable of 
4 which are the red- coated gentry : whenever it happens 
3 that they are diſturbed by any perſon, or beaſt treading 
3 on their neſts, which are conſt ucted juſt beneath the 


| ſurtace, with numberleſs {mall paſſages, or ouilets, 
1 they ſally forth in myriads and attack the ill-fated and 
t unconſcious offender with aſtoniſhing intrepidity, and 
even continue their purſuit to a conſiderable diſtance; 
their bite, ik not venomous, is attended with the moſt 
acute pain for - ſome time: one ſpecies of them build 
* their neſts againſt a tree, of the ſize of a bee-hive; 
El: | another kind raiſes mounts of earth with prodigious in- 

by | duſtry to the height of four feet. | 
1 The ſpider of this country nearly approaches the ant in 

„ point of induſtry; the ſmalleſt of theſe are larger than 
„ any Z ever ſaw in England; they ſpread their web in 
the woods between the trees, generally to the diſtance of 


4 N 1 
{ | ag * * S | - 


NE» 


les 


? a 


Jil, 


( 65 )) 
ten or a dozen yards, and weave them ſo ſtrong that 
ſmall birds are frequently entangled therein. The filk 


of which the web is compoſed, when wound off in a 
ball, I think is equal to any I ever ſaw in the ſame ſtate 


trom the filk-worm ; it is of the ſame colour, a pale yel- 


los, or ſtraw colour; of reptiles, there are ſnakes from 
the ſmalleſt I have ever ſeen in England to the length 
of eleven feet, and as thick as a man's leg; alſo lizards 
of various kinds and ſizes. 

A great variety of beautiful plants and flowers abound 


in this country; but being unacquainted with the ſcience 


of botany I am conſequently unqualified to deſcant on 
their liferemt properties ; we find wild ſpinage, parſley 
and ſorrel, but not in ſufficient quantities to . our- 
ſelves with the hope of deriving any conſiderable ad- 
vantage therefrom. 


Excluſive of the plantain, banana, and other tropical 


fruits, here are ſome peculitr, I believe, to this country; 
that which they call the mizzabore greatly reſembles our 
cherry, its taſte is very inſipid, and it varies but little 
from another fruit, ſimilar in its appearance, but ſome- 
thing ſmaller, and which is alſo tound in abundance z 
there is alſo a third ſort, which alſo reſembles the former 
two; though there is ſo great a ſimilarity between theſe 
fruits, it is remarkable that the trees which bear them 
are of very different kinds and appearance. Theſe bers 
nes have all the ſame inſipidity and are held in no eſti- 
mation by our people; but there is another berry, of 
about the ſize of a currant. and grows on a tree, the leaves 
of which are much like the broom : the juice of this fruit 
when ripe, is, perhaps, the pureſt acid in the world; it 
is extremely pleaſant to the taſte, and by the faculty held 
in great eſtimation as a moſt powerful antiſcorbutic, It 
is an excellent acquiſition in making tarts, jellies and 
other delicacies in the confectionary and paſtry depart- 
ment, There is another ſpecies of berries, which when 
Tipe, is a clear red, of the ſize of a currant, and ſhaped 
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like a heart ; it has a moſt pleaſant flavour, is a ſtrong 


. altringent, and if not taken in too great quantities is not 


unwholeſome, many of the people aving eaten of then 

very freely without any pernicious conſequence. 
Here is alfo a nut Which acts as a violent purgative, 

and emetic, if eaten unprepared: it muſt be ſoaked, fe. 


ven or eight days in water, taking care that the water be 


changed every day. When it has been thoroughly ſoak. 
ed, it is then roaſted in the embers; and when done it 
is not unlike a cheſnut, and very palatable, 


G HAN. 


ABOUT a oemoarh before my arrival the ſmall. 


pox made its appearance and occaſioned a terrible 
havock among the poor natives, It was truly ſhocking 
to find the coves of the harbour, which were formerh 
thronged with numerous families in tempeſtuous weather, 
now ſ{trewed with the dead bodies ot men, women and 
children. No veſtige of this cruel diſorder being vi. 
fible in the countenances of any of the natives, it was 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe they were never before infected 
with it, and of courſe ignorant of the method of treating 
this cruel ravager of the human ſpecies. The various 
attitudes in which the dead bodies were found, afforded 
reaſon to believe that when any of them were indiſpoſed, 
and the diſorder aſſumed the appearance of the {mall-pox, 
they were immediately deſerted by their friends and left 
to periſh in their helpleſs fituation for want of ſuſte. 
nance. Some have been found ſitting with their heads 


reclined between their knees; others were leaning againſt 


a rock, with their head reſting upon it. Two children, 
a boy and a girl, the boy about nine, the girl about two 
years older, were picked up during the prevalence d 
this diſorder, labouring under its dicautul effects. be 
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eld men, who were ſuppoſed the fathers of the children, 


were picked up about the ſame time, and carried to the 
holpital, where they were taken all poſſible care of; the 
men ſurvived but a ſhort time, but the children both 


recovered, and appeared perfectly ſatisfied with their | 


change of living. | . 

About this time a native, who I ſaw frequently at 
the governor's and who was now as perfectly at his 
eaſe iu company as if he had been bred in England, 


being decently cloathed, and managing bis knife, fork, 


cup and ſaucer with great dexterity, was entrapped from 


his friends. Some officers were ſent down the harbour, 
with two boats for the purpoſe of ſeizing any of the 


natives they Could lay their hands on; the governor _ 


having found that no encouragement would induce them 
to pay a viſit to the colony of their own accord; he 
therefore determined to get ſome of them into his poſe 
ſeſſion, and by kind treatment prevail on them to bring 
their countrymen to repoſe more confidence in us— 
Arabanoo, the name of the native above alluded to was 
taken in the following manner. +. } 


Being enticed rear to the beach, by the diſplay of 


various articles calculated to excite his curioſity and 
deſire, and buſily employed in admiring the preſents 


that were given him, one of the jeamen, ſtationed for 


the purpole, threw a rope round his neck, and, in a 


moment dragged him to the boat; his cries brought a 
number ot his friends to the ſkirts of the wood, from 
whence they threw ſeveral ſpears, but without effett, 
To pourtray the terror and diimay depicted in the coun- 
nance of this poor creature, would require the hand of 


an able art:ſt; he beheved de was to.be put to inſtant - 


death; but when he was allu ed by the officers that nis 


"lite was lake, and they at he tame time caſting off the 


rope they had bound round tis neck and fixing it to his 
leg; treated him with ſo much kindnels tha! he graduvle 
ly became cheerful, On his arrival at the governo!'s 
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- Houfe he had an iron ſhackle put round his leg to pre 
vent the poſſibility of an eſcape; this he. was taught tg 
conſider as a bang ally, a term in their language, uſe 
for a decoration of-any kind; and it was no very dit. 
ficult matter to bring him into the belief of this, as it 
was not uncommon to fee ſome of the convifts iroped 

in the ſame manner, as a puniſhment for the crime 
they had committed in the colony. 5 | 

Arabanoo, from the kind treatment he experienced, 
was ſoon reconeiled to his ſituation, and the iron be. 
coming troubleſome, galling his leg, it was taken off, 
and he was permitted to go where he pleaſed. The 
names of the different gentlemen who took notice of 
him were ſoon familiar to him, and he would call them 
with great facility — He was a very good tempered fel. 
low, of about thirty years of age, well made, and on 
the whole not an unhandſome figure. 

The intentions of the governar was however fruſ. 
trated for a; time poor Arabanoo, ere he could bring 
about a good underſtanding with his countrymen, was 
attacked with the ſmall-pox, which, notwithſtanding 
every poſſible means was uled by the faculty for his 
recovery, he only lived till the criſis of his diſtemper. 

Frequent. indications of huſtilities, as well as the 
miſſing of ſeveral of the convitts, who were ſuppoſed to 
have been murdered by the natives, made the governor 
exceedingly regret the fate of poor Arabanoo, who 
had he lived, might have prevented much of this hol- 
tile diſpoſition towards us, as he would ſoon have under. 
ſtood enough of our language to have communicated 
whatever we deſired; he could have made them under- 
Rand that we wiſhed to live with them on the moſt 
friendly footing, and to promote, as much as in our 
power, their comfort and happineſs. 5 | 

The children had recovered from the ſmall-pox, an 
were perfectly happy in their ſituation, but were then 

too young to be of ſervice in reconciling their country- 

| | a men 


„ 


men to us; they very ſoon underſtood almoſt every 


) pre thing that was ſaid, and cuuld alſo make themſelves 
ht 1 tolerably well underſtood ; but the governor was ſtill 
. uſed determined, if poffible, to get a man or two into his 
dit poſſeſſion, who might be taught enough of the lan- 
as It BY guage to render them uſeful negociators | 
oped Accordingly ſome officers and a party of men 'were 
nes BY ſent on this expedition, in an armed boat; they pro- 
ceeded to the north ſide of the harbour, where they 
ced, Wl {aw two of the natives walking on the beach: a plan 
* was ſoon formed to entice them to converſation; a few 


large fiſh were held up, and an officer who ſpoke ſome 
WH words of their tongue, hailed them, which had the 
e of defired effect. The men advanced unarmed, with 
hem much confidence, and readily took the fiſh that was 
fel. preſented them. he boat was lying afloat, and five 
on or fix ſeamen on the beach, nearly ſurrounding them; 
when the officer in the boat, oblerving the opportunity 
Tul. favourable, made the ſignal to ſecure them; in an 
ing inſtant they were tripped up, and tumbled into the 
Wa) boat, ere they had time to look around. They called 
ing WF out to their friends the moment they recovered their 
bi WY recollecti on, and a conſiderable number appeared from 
5 the woods, and many ipears were thrown, one of 
the W which pierced through the gunwale of the b mat: the 
to party pulled off inſtantly, and the people preſenting 
nor their fire arms, they halted, not daring to venture any 
ho farther attack. The two priſoners were made faſt to 
l- the thwarts of the boat on being put on board; but 
er- having got a good diſtance from the ſhore, their hands 
ted were looſed, and they were only ſecuted by one lege 
err When they were landed at Sydney Cove, the reſi- 
oſt WM dence ot the governor, many people prompted by cu- 
ur rioſity, went to ſee them; among whom; were Abaroo, 

and Nanbarre, the two children before mentioned: 
nd WF che moment they ſaw them their eyes ſparkled with 
en joy; they called them by their names: the children 

| : were 
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were alſo known to them; and by their eaſy and ap. 
parently ſatisfied behaviour tended greatly to calm their 
apprehenfions, © _. 3 | 

They diſcovered that one of the men ny had taken 
was a Chief of the tribe of Cadigal, named Coalby ; he 
was about thirty-five* years of age; the other, about 
twenty-five was called Banalong: he was a ſmart, 
active, good-looking young man, of a lively, pleaſant 
diſpoſition, His fellow priſoner appeared a check 
upon the volatile temper of Banalong, who, in his 


98 ne was always ſedate and grave, and paid great 


eference to him; but no ſooner was Coalby out of 
fight, than all his gravity forſook him, and he was as 
merry and good-humoured as though he had been all 
his life in the colony. They were treated with the 


utmoſt kindneſs ; but leaſt they ſhould attempt an el. 


cape, they wore each of them an iron on one leg, with 
a Piece of rope ſpliced to it, and a man was ordered 
for. each, who was to be reſponſible for their ſecurity, 


Wherever they went they were accompanied by their 


leaders, holding one end of the rope. 

They had been taken near three weeks, when they 
appeared ſo well ſatisfied with their treatment, that 
their keepers began to be under very. little apprehen- 
ſions of their attempting to get from them; this ſecu- 
rity they did not Fail to avail themſelves of: accordingly 


one evening about duſk, their guards ſitting within 
-the. door of their hut, eating their ſupper, Banalong 


being alſo in the hut in like manner employed, Coalby 


ſeated without the door, pretending to be alſo eating 


his ſupper, unſpliced the rope from the ſhackle, leav- 
ing the other end faſt in the keeper's hand, who had 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion of what was going forward: he 
was over the paling of the yard in an inſtant. The 


. noiſe he made in leaping the paling rouſed thoſe with- 


% 


in, but too late; the fugitive gained the wood in ſpite 
of an immediate purſuit, and joined his friends, Bana- 
| | | long 


tw 3) | 


IPs ong was much more cheerful after Coalby's departure, 
er which confirmed the conjecture, and the children's re- 


port, that he was a chief, and conſequently Banalong 
ſtood in great awe of him. 


y went by was Banalong : he is a ſtout well made man 
eatured, and has a flat noſe; his hair is the ſame as 
good humoured, of a lively and pleaſant diſpoſition, and 
leldom angry at any jokes that are paſſed on him; he 
readily imitates the actions and geſtures of every perſon 
he governor, whom he calls eanga, or father, and he 


1c n return, calls him doorow, or lon: he is under no 
|. eſtraint, nor does he 2 pear aukward in eating; and 


ently emerged, he may be deemed a polite man, as he 
performs the ceremonies of bowing, drinking healths, 
eturning thanks, &c. with the moſt ſcrupulous exact- 
els. . is very fond of wine, but cannot bear the 
mell of ſpirits, although they have often tried to de- 


water, and giving it r wine and water, out he 
nſtantly n. the deception, and is very angry on 
heſe occaſions: he generally accompanies the governor 
n his walks, who te inſpire him with confidence, 


ind he is much pleaſed at this mark of diſtinction. 
is dreſs is a jacket, made of coarſe red kerſey, and a 
pair of trowſers; but on Sundays he is dreſſed in nan- 


uick kerſey is that he may be fo ſenſible of cold as not 
o be able to go without cloaths. He fings wlren aſked, 
ut in ee his ſongs are of the mourntul ſtrain ; 
de keeps time by throwing his arms backward and for- 


ard. Whenever deſired to dance, he does it with the 
| utmoit 
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This man had ſeveral names; but the one he uſual- | 
about five feet fix inches high; he is dark black, large 
he Africans, but very coarſe: and ſtrong ; he is very | 


*in the governor's family, and generally fits at table with 


onſidering the ſavage ſtate from which he has ſo re- 


eive him, by mixin va weak rum or brandy and 
im fo 


ilways takes off his ſmall ſword, and puts it on him, 


deen. The governor's reaſon for making him wear the. 
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Both he and Coalby were frequently. ſeen by the 


were {een in a cove ai he entrance of the harbour, he 


fidence had like: to have proved fatal to the governor, 


nearly as follows:: 


the moſt violent attitudes, ſhaking his arms, and ſtrik. 


days, ſo that no perſon had the leaſt ſuſpicion of his 


colony, went down to the mouth of the harbour, i 


41 


utmoſt readineſs; his geſtures at firſt are ve flow, and 
regulated by a low diſmal tune, which quickens as the 10 
dance advances, fill at length he throws himſelt into 


ing the ground with great force, which gives him the , 
appearance of a madman. It is very probable that this Ml * 
part of the dance is uſed as a kind of defiance, as albthe ſu 


natives which were ſeen. when the governor firſt landed 10 


at Port Jackſon, always accompanied this ſort ot dance 1 
to their vociferations of © woroo, wor! Go away, 


go away 7% 7 ol 30 e 10 
The kind treatment, and air of ſatisfaction which 10 
Banalong manifeſted for the ſpace of a year after Coal. 85 
by's flight, determined the governor to truſt him with 
his liberty. Accordingly the ſhackle was taken from r 
his leg, nor did he in the leaſt ſeem diſpoſed to leave * 


the governor's houſe, or defert his new friends: he 
continued this behaviour with great ſucceſs for ſeveral Wi 


leaving the colony; he, however, one evening, juſt a 
it was dark, ſtripped himſelt, and leaving the cloaths 
that had been given him behind, beat his march into 


the woods. - 


boats employed in fiſhing, and would even converſe 
with the people, who:earneftly invited them to return 
to Sydney; but no entreaties could prevail on them to 
accept the invitation | 

The governor having received information that they 
went thither, attended .by feveral of the officers, but 
they were all unarmed, Which ill judged piece of con. 


The particulars of this expedition were related to me 


The governor with ſome of the gentlemen. of the 


order 


order to pitch on a ſpot proper to erect a landmark, 


2 to enable ſtrangers the more readily to aſcertain the 
dne harbour's mouth when at ſea; on their return they 
BY: were met by a boat, which had juſt landed a party of 


00 officers, who intended to take a ſurvey of the ſhore as 
11 far as Broken Bay; the coxſwain of the boat informed 
* the governor, that one of the party (Mr. White, the 
7 ; ſurgeon) had ſeen Coalby and Banalong, and had had 
den ſome converſation with them; and that they enquired 
after every-perſon they had any knowledge of in the 
colony, and particularly the governor, and that they 
,- 1 Wſaid they would go up to Sydney if he would come for 
we dem. * IS | | 


Ince 
Way, 


hes In conſequence of this information, his excellency 
8 returned to the Cove, got ſome few preſents for them, 
eave which he, ſuppoſed would be acceptable; he allo or- 


„ be dered four muſquets into the boat, and immediately 
deri repaired to the ſpot where theſe men had been ſeen. 
| ha When they arrived at the place, they found a number 
mw (2 the natives fitting round a fire, and near them lay 
* the remains of a dead whale, which had been thrown 
io hore in a hard gale, and on which they had been hear- 
ly feaſting. As ſoon: as they were within hail, the 
governor ſtood up in the boat, and called for Banalong, 
ind in their language aſked where he was. Banalong 
inſtantly anſwered, © Here I am.” His excellency 
then ſaid, I am the governor, your father ;” which 
ile he always gave the governor when he was at Syd- 
ney. After deſiring two gentlemen to remain in the 
poat, and to have tie muſquets ready, upon examining 
mich, two were found unprovided with flints, his ex- 
ellency landed, and walked towards them with his arms 
xtended, to ſhew them he was unarmed, and that they 
night be under no apprehenſions for their ſafety: they 
ppeared very backward in coming to a nearer cong 
ence; however, he continued approaching them 
le entered the wood; one of them, poſſeſſed of m 
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afſurance than his comrades, after frequently repeating 
the words Governor, father,“ ventured to ſhake hands 
in a friendly manner. His excellency then returned to 
the boat, and ordered one of the people to bring ſome 


wWwine, beef, bread, and a jacket or two which had been 


brought on purpoſe, and returned to them with, theſe 
_ preſents, On his ſhewing a bottle, one of them call- 
ed out, Wine, wine!“ two of them immediately ad- 
vanced, took the things, and drank a little of the wine: 
the governor alſo gave them two or three knives); he 
then returned to the boat, and told the gentlemen that 
remained in her that he had not ſeen either Coalby or 
Banalang, and that his mind was not altogether ſatisfied 
with regard to their pacific intentions : at the ſame time 


EP deſiring them to ſtay by the boat, and give a good look- 


5 out, and be ready in caſe of alarm. e then went to. 
4 wards them, accompanied by Captain Collins. The 
officer in the boat frequently heard one of the natives 
call to Banalong, and acquaint him with the obſervations 
he made upon thoſe who were in the boat, which was 
kept afloat upon her oars; preſently after one of the 
people came down from the governor, and acquainted 
Mr. Waterhouſe, the officer left in the boat, that both 
Coalby and Banalong were among them, had aſked for 
him, and that Governor Philip deſired he would join 
them. He immediately accompanied the meſſenger to 
the governor, whom he found, with Captain Collins, 
in cloſe converſation with two of the natives, who 
were unarmed: Mr. Waterhouſe went up, but did not 
WS 8 gu Banalong till he was pointed out to him, ſo 
much was he altered; nor could he then perſuade him- 

ſelf that he was the ſame. On the queſtion being 

13 repeatedly aſked, where was Banalong; he ek rather 
; _ Ampatient, and was going off; however, a bottle being 
eus him, and being aſked the name of it, he. readily 
1 anſwered, © The king ;” having obſerved when at the 
| ©... governor's houſe, his majeſty's health drank in = 


T3 - 


firſt glaſs after dinner, and had been taught to repeat 
the word before he drank his own glals, he imagined 


the liquor was called the king ; and when he afterwards. 


came to know it was wine, yet he would trequently 
call it king. This convinced the gentlemen that he was 
no other than their old acquaintance Banalong ; and 


every method was tried to induce him to go down to 


the boat ; but he always retired when any one approach- 


ed nearer than he wiſhed, ſo that they gradually got 


out of fight of the boat, when about a dozen of the 


natives placing themſelves in a ſituation to prevent any 
ſurprize. Banalong and Coalby came among the gen- 
tlemen, and aſked various queſtions relative to different 


tranſactions which had occurred at the ſentlement du- 
ring their raſidence their. 9 took Mr. Water- 
houſe round the neck, Coalby ſhook them all by the 


hand; a jacket being preſented to him he was puzzled 
how to put it on, and begged one of the gentlemen to 


do it for him: Banalong had a very fine ſpear in his 
hand, which the governor aſked him for, but he would 
not part with it. During all this time the moſt perfect 
harmony and friendſhip ſeemed to ſubſiſt among the 
whole party; but the governor, perceiving upwards ot 


twenty of them cloſing round 'his party, propoled re- 


turning to the boat, telling Banalong that he would 


ſhortly return, and bring him and Coalby a couple of 


hatchets, which pleaſed them extremely. The gover- 


nor then went down to the beach, and the officers left 
in the boat came on ſhore; the boat's Crew with the 


arms remained in the boat: as the natives, by. conti- 


nuing their poſition, indicated ſome remaining {ymp- 
toms of diſtruſt, his excellency was afraid of alarming } 
them, Banalong was very cheerful, and appeared trani- 
ported at the fight of ſo many of his dear friends, as 


he termed them, inceſſantly ſhaking hands all round. 
He pointed out a ſmall fire near them, and ſaid he 
would ſleep there till their return. They were very 
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merry on their eſcape, and told them how Coalby got 
rid of the ſhackle by which he had been ſecured when 
at the ſettlement, and that if they had meant to keep 
them, they ſhould never © Nangora,” — Fall aſleep. 

The governor and his party now began to moye to. 


wards the boat, when a ſtout native, who had been ſeen 


ſtanding at a diſtance, approached; at firſt he ſhewed 
ſtrong indications of fear, which ſoon ſubſided on his 
being -treated in the ſame familiar friendly manner as 
Coalby and Banalong, and he became tolerably con- 
verſable. He ſhewed a wound which he had received 
in the back with a ſpear; this alſo put Banalong upon 
ſhewing that he had alſo been wounded in different parts 
of the body fince he quitted the ſettlement; . one , was 


through the left arm, made with a ſpear ; another dan- 
gerous one over the left eye, not healed: theſe wounds 


he ſaid, were received in a rencounter with a neigh- 

The party Rtill proceeding towards the beach, were 
detained by Banalong, who continued teazing them 
about the hatchets that were to be ſent him; and he 
pointed out the ſtout native, who had retired about 
thirty yards diſtance, whom he appeared anxious 


ſhould be noticed: the governor advanced towards 


Him, and upon the ſavage indicating that he would 
not be approached, he laid down his {word, ſtill going 


Forward with extended arms, to aſſure him he was un- 
armed. | | 


As the governor drew near, the native ſeized a ſpear 
that lay concealed” in the graſs, fixed it in his throw- 
ing ſtick, and for ſome moments appeared to ſtand on 


his defence. There. being not the leaſt reaſon to ſup- 


poſe he would throw it without provocation, his ex- 
cellency continued to advance, calling out Weree, 
weree, a term uſed by them when they wiſh a thing 


not to be done which diſpleaſes them: notwithſtand- 


ing which the native diſcharged the ſpear with ſur- 
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prizing velocity, and immediately ran off, In their 
retreat to-the woods many ſpears were thrown, but the 
only one which took effect was unfortunately the 


. firſt, which, ſtruck our much loved governor : it en- 


tered his right ſhoulder juſt above the collar bone, and 


came out behind, about three inches lower under the 


blade-bone.- . | . ; : 
The gentlemen near the governor concluded he was 


mortally wounded, and feared, from the number of 
armed men that began to ſhew themſelves from the 


woods, that it would be 1mpratticable for them to reach 


the boat. The governor, holding up the ſpear, which 


trailed on the ground, endeavoured to make his way to 
the beach, but its great length frequently ſtopped him; 
in this ſituation he deſired ſome one to endeavour if 
poſſible to draw the ſpear out of his body, but it being 
barbed; it was found impracticable; they then with 
great difficulty broke it, and diſembarraſſed him from 


the greater part; be then drew a piſtol from his pocket, 
-and diſcharged 1t at them, who from the apprehenſion 


of there being more fire-arms among the party, kept a 


reſpetful diſtance ; and the governor, carried between 
two of the people, reached the boat without any farther 
. moleſtation. - | 5 


Immediately after their arrival at Sydney, the ſurgeon 
was ſent for. Mr. Balmain, the firſt who arrived at. 
the governor's houſe, alter examining the wound, re- 
lieved every body from the moſt painful ſuſpenſe, by 
aſſuring them, that alarming as the ſituation of the go- 


vernor might appear, he did not apprehend any fatal 


conſequences from it: he extracted the point of the 
ſpear, dreſſed the wound, and to the admiration of 
every body, in ſix weeks he was enabled to go about, 
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C * OVERNOR Philip ftill deſirous of being recon. 5 
ciled with the natives, did not harbour any reſent. WM in 
ment towards them on account of the late tranſaction, Ml hi 


which he conſtrued to have proceeded from a ſudden v 
1mpulſe of fear rather than treachery, and had given in 
the neceſſary directions that none of them ſhould be cl 
fired at, or any ways moleſted, unleſs they provoked i il g 
by the throwing of ſpears, or other hoſtilities. in 
Nanbarre, the boy, who had now become a tolerable to 
. interpreter, attending ſome of the officers who were on tl: 
_ a ſhooting excurſion, near the ſpot where: the accidem ih 
to the governor had happened, a number of native a; 
> appeared on an eminence at a ſhort diſtance ; being i w 
& BY aſked who it was that threw the ſpear ar the governor, ll. 
| they named a man of the tribe who dwelt to the north. vt 
| ward; that his name was Carrigal.. Nanbarre was alſo h. 
| deſired to enquire after Banalong and Coalby, when a: 
| they pointed to ſome people at a. diſtance—One of Ml i! 
| | whom threw a ſpear at an officer who aſked for it: but WM n. 
N A evidently with no miſchievous deſign, as he took care v. 
| i 1 it fell where nobody was ſtanding. | 4 
MM | The girl Abaroo was in the boat, and pointing to t! 
one of the natives ſaid it was her father, and was very WM h. 
deſirous of going with them; ſhe had arrived at an age B 
| when her inclination began to tend towards the other a1 
ſex, and with great naivete and innocence told the rc 
F officers that ſhe wanted to be married As ſhe had no tc 
1 opportunity of a connexion of that kind in the clergy - d. 
: man's houle where ſhe dwelt, and it would be a difficult WM cc 
matter to keep her againſt her will, it was judged molt WW w 
| prudent to permit her to go where ſhe pleaſed; and ſhe hi 
1 was told that as ſoon as ſome new cloaths could be 
„„ made for her, ſhe ſhould take them with her, wil IM n. 
| -* | which aſſurances ſhe was perfectly ſatisfied to ſtay ſome I di 
* time 
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time longer; during which great pains were taken to 


| inſtruct her in Engliſh, that the might be enabled to eX 


plain our intentions towards her country men, 


con. The governor being ſufficiently recovered to venture 
ent. in a boat, went to the place where Banalong and 
tion, Wl his wife lIived—hbe found ſeveral natives on the ſpot, 


iden WW who told him that they were out a filbing, Araboo was: 


ive Tin the boat, and her father being among them, a hat- 


be chet and ſome fiſh were given him, and he gave the 
ed i governor a ſhort ſpear in return; as the boat was puſh- | 


ing from the ſhore they perceived four canoes paddling 


rable WM towards them, in the foremoſt they perceived Banalong : 


e on Ml the boat then lay too on her oars,. and they landed from 
ident the canoes 5 as ſoon as Banalong had ſecured his, he 
tires approached. the boat, holding up his hands to ſhew he 
being WI was unarmed, 0 ; | | | 

rnor, Upon which the party landed from the boat, and he 
orth. very readily joined them; he aſked the governor where 

; alſo Wl he was wounded, and ſaid that he had quarrelled with 
when WM and beat the man who had wounded him—being told 
e of Ml that he would be killed it he was caught, he ſeemed 
but no ways concerned, but defired it might be done—lſe- 


veral preſents were made him, and he wanted ſome 
allo for his wite; but being told that if ſhe wanted 


Cale 


ig to them {he muſt come and fetch them herſelf, in about 
very ! half an hour ſhe made her appearance; ſhe was called 
age Barangaroo, and appeared older than him: a petticoat 


other 
| the 
1 no 
ergy 
hcult 
moſt 


and ſeveral little preſents were given to the lady, and a 
red jacket with a ſilver epaulette, which Banalong uſed 
to wear when at the ſettlement, were given him, which 
delighted him exceedingly ; he was aſked: if he would 
come and dine with . the governor. the next day, to 
which he readily aſſented, and ſaid that he would brin 


d ſhe his wite and fome friends with him. | 
Id be] Notwichſtanding Banalong did not viſit the gover- 
with nor according to his promiſe, he frequently joined the 
ſome ¶ dificreut” parties he fell in with, although they were 
time | | 3 


well 
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well armed, and would without the leaſt fear go to the 


long boat, though he always ſaw muſkets in her; hi 
wife was generally with him in the canoe, and he inti- 
- mated that he ſtill intended paying the governor a viſt, 


but his ſuſpicion of being detained apparently had ng 


| been. entirely done away; however, the governors did 


not chuſe to take him a ſecond time bv force, as he 
ſtill entertained. hopes that he would be Toon reconcile 
to paſs ſome of his time at Sidney, when he could be 
aſſured of being his own maſter, to go and come when 
ne pleated; 5: 0 | 3 55 

At length his excellency's wiſhes were accompliſhed; 
as he was going to Paramatta, a native was ſeen ſtand. 


ing on one of the points of land, and as they rowel 


paſt him he was aſked where Banalong was, when he 
pointed to an iſland called Memill, to which they rowed; 
as they drew near the rocks he came down to the boat 
accompanied by his wife, without the leaſt ſigns of fea 
or diſtruſt, They greedily took fome bread that wa 
given them, and the boat ſoon after puſhed off and lek 
them: from the confidence now evinced by this man, 
there was little doubt but he would ſhortly truſt him. 
ſelf at Sydney. Accordingly a few days after, as the 
governor was paſling in his boat, Banalong called to 


him repeatedly from the oppoſite ſhore where he ws 


with ſome of the officers ; and the ſurgeon, in whom 


he placed great confideuce, perſuaded him to go over 


to the governor, he took three natives with him, who 
were exceedingly pleaſed with the preſents made them, 


It ſeems that Banalong's wife oppoſed his coming, and 


finding her tears and entreaties of no avail, flew into 
violent paſſion, and broke a very fine fiſh gig of her 
huſband's, for which ſhe would have received a hearty 


drubbing, had it not been for the interference of the 


ſurgeon, who took them back to their reſidence on tie 


north ſhore. | | 
Banalong appeared quite at his eaſe and not under 
12 a the 


| '( 81 ») 
the leaſt apprehenſion of being detained ; he promiſed 


when he went away to bring his wife over, which he 


the 

; hy 

viſt two other natives; they: were: followed by a third 
1 


Blankets and cloathing were given them, and each, as 


Fo much fiſh as they could eat. Banalong dined with the 
: h governor, and drank his wine and coffee as formerly 
eile his excellency bought a ſpear of one of them, and gave 


them to underſtand, that ſpears, lines, birds, or an 

thing they brought ſhould always be purchaſed; and at 
the ſame time promiſing him a ſhield, for which: he was 
to bring a ſpear in return The next day a large party 
came over for the ſhield, but it was not finiſhed ; two 


d be 
when 


hed; 
tand. 
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and for whom ſhe procured two hatchets, ths moſt de- 
firable prefent that can be given them Banalong came 
the next day for his preſent ; ſeveral of his comredes 
who accompanied him went away in a ſhort time, but 
he ſtaid to dinner, and left Sydney Cove, highly de- 
lighted with his ſhield, which being made of a good 
ſubflantial hide, and covered with tin, was likely. to 
reſiſt the ſtroke of a fpear. It being late in the after- 
noon before he thought of returning, his wite and fifter 
with two men, came over in their canoes to fetch him. 
The girl who had heen near eighteen months in the 
colony with the clergyman's wife, was {o impatient to 
get away that at laſt it was conſented to; and the very 


in the canoe naked; however ſhe put on her petticoat 


hem, "2 Nr 
. * before * the clergyman and ſome others who 
* went to viſit her: ſhe appeared much pleaſed with her 
we liberty, and the boy Nanbarre, who was of the party, 


WW vilhed to ſtay with the natives all night; he was accor- 
ear) 


){ the 


my the ſettlement, and having fared but indifferently did 


not ſeem inclined to renew his viſit. 


11ndet The natives now viſited the colony daily; one morn- 


the 


did two days afterwards, accompanied by her filter and 


; 5 ; | 
of thele men were owned by Araboo, as her brothers, 


vo * 
„5 is « 44 © 


next day after ſhe had left the ſettlement ſhe was ſeen | 


dingly left behind, but the next morning returned to 


ing 
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| ng Banalong came very early and breakfaſted with the 


going a great way off, but ſhould return in three day 
with two young men who were with him; and it wa 


Immediately waited on the governor, with whom he 


8 good one, and that his ſpear had pierced the ſhiel{ 


victs, wh.» had been ſome time miſſing. 


man; but he only laughed at theſe remonſtrances, aut 


— 


1 
governor, and on taking his leave told him he vn 


conjectured that they were going to fight with fone 
other tribe. e | n 
When Banalong returned from his expedition, be 


nw, ha ==. = 


dined according to cuſtom : after dinner he related the 
cauſe of his ablence; that he had been to fight a ma 
who had ſormerly wounded him; he ſaid his ſhield wx 


and arm of his antagoniſt : he alſo ſaid that the peopt 
he had been to fight with had killed one of the con 

Governor Philip conjectured that the women wen 
not treated with the greateſt deference, in which cor 
jecture he was certainly not much miſtaken ; for Bam. 
long frequently beat his wife with great ſeverity, al 
though he profeſſed great affection ' for her. He wa 
often told that it was wrong and unmanly to beat a . 


continued daily to viſit the ſettlement, with his wie m 
children, and half a dozen of his friends: Coalby wal v 
generally one of the party. Sh 5 h 
Banalong, with his wife and children, now lived nM h 

a hut which the governor had built for them on tif t! 
eaſtern point of the cove; they conſtantly had a nunW v 
ber of viſitors many of whom came daily to the ſetie a: 
ment; and ali of them becoming very fond of bre v 
which they got in exchange for any triſling articles the 1! 
brought, they ſoon found the advantage of coming a 
amongſt the ſettlers . r 
It had hitherto been the opinion that the cuſtom o b 
loſing the front teeth was confined to the men, but h 
woman was alſo ſeen with the ſame mark, and two oi b. 


them had the bottom of the griſtle which parts. 
| | : no ſtri 


— 
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5 noſtrils peter ; one of them was Barangaroo, the 
th the wife of Banalong, who never conſidered herſelf 
1e wy dreſſed but when her noſe was dilated with a ſmall 
e days WH ftick, thruſt through the ſeptum or —_ of the noſtiils. 


it ww WI She is very ſtrait and well formed, her features well 
1 ſone {Ml proportioned and pleaſing, and though ſhe goes entirely 


; naked, there is ſuch an air of innocence about her, that 
'n, be cloathing ſcarce ſeems neceſſary, _— | | 
om he Araboo, the native girl, returned to the colony, after 
ed the a few weeks ablence, with ſome officers who had been 


a mu down the harbour, and ſeemed perfectly happy in the 


ſhield with. She ſaid that ſhe had lived three days with the 
peope young man ſhe wiſhed to marry, but that he had another 
e con wite, who was jealous of her, and had beat her; in- 


deed evident marks of ill uſage appeared about her 


1 were head, which was ſo much hurt that ſhe was put under 


2 cou the ſurgeon's hands. Her favorite, it ſeems, had taken 
Bam her part, and beat his wife in return; but matrimonial 
y, 1 ſquabbles, which are always ſettled by the exerciſe of 
le vu the cudgel, are very frequent, and the women in gene- 


a 16 ral treated very roughly, 


8, and Sixteen of the natives paid a viſit to the governor one 
wife morning, and were regaled with fiſh for breakfaſt, to 
y wa which they fat down in the yard in the utmoſt good 

humour: thoſe who had not been there before were 
ed i highly delighted with the novelties that ſurrounded 
n the them. Banalong, who had been abſent tor ſome days, 


num was of this party, and brought his wife with him; ſhe 
(etl appeared very ill, and had a freſh wound on her head, 
vreal which he gave the governor to underſtand was becauſe 


ſhe: had behaved ill, and in her ill humour had broken 
min a fiſh-gig and a throwing ſtick. The governor again 
reaſoned with him on the ſubject of beating his wife, 
but to no effect; he ſaid ſhe was wicked, and therefore 


breakfaſts, his wife and another woman, a a 
5 : : WO 


1 


opportunity of getting from the party ſhe had been 


he had beaten her. When they had finiſhed their 
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who had alſo been wounded by ſome of the men, went. 

to the ſurgeon to have their heads dreſſed; when they gr 
returned, Banalong miſſing the governor, enquired tor th 
him, and {aid that he wanted to {ee him; upon which 
7 be was taken to his excellency, who was writing, Ml cl 
| | Banalong ſeated himſelf; and appeared very much out ; 
of humour, frequently ſaying that he was going to beat hi 
a woman with a hatchet, which he held in bis hand; al 


it was impoſſible to divert him from his purpoſe, and de 
after ſome converſation, he was going to take his leave, P. 
excuſing himſelf from dining with his excellency, as he P. 
was going to beat the woman; upon which the gover- th 
nor inſiſted on accompanying him; he made no objec- 0| 


tion to the propoſal, though he was told that he would ſi 
not be permitted to beat the woman, They et off tor Wh 
the hut, the governor ordering a ſerjeant and a couple Wh © 
of marines to attend him, and the jadge advocate ih © 
coming in at the time, went with them. 

Though Banalong had ſaid he would kill the woman, pl 


when they were endeavouting to perſuade him not to tl 

beat her, it was not ſuppoled that he harboured any 4 

ſuch intention, nor was it thought there would be much | 

: trouble to prevent his beating her; but leſt. he ſhould ſ 

in his paſſion firike her with the hatchet, which might Ml © 

be fatal to her, it was taken from him before they got 05 

: to the hut, and as he appeared reluctantly to part with Wl © 
it, the governor gave him his cane; but his menaces P. 

| and countenance made them believe even that too dan- 0 
N 3 gerous a weapon to truſt him with, and it was accor- 0 
dingly taken from him. ES df s 

* When they came to the hut, they found ſeveral men, WM _ 

women, and children aflembled ; and notwithſtanding h 

i Governor Philip endeavoured to ſingle. out the object it 


of Banalong's diſpleaſure, whom he was determined on | 
protecting, the furious ſavage. ſeized a wooden {word, 15 
and darted on his victim, a- fine girl ot about fifteen, 'S 
who, on ſeeing him coming had hid her face in the 
. | Ps ” gras; 
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graſs ; he ſtruck her ſeveral blows on the head before 
the weapon could be wreſted from him; he then ſeized g 
a hatchet, but was prevented doing any farther miſ- . . 
chief. | | PE - 
The fury which took poſſeſſion of him when he found | 
himſelf prevented from beating the girl is indeſcribe- 
able : the poor creature lay trembling in the graſs, not f 
daring to ſtir, and in momentary expettation of being 
put to death: he had got another ſword, aud was pew 
paring to repeat his violence, but was laid hold of by 
the judge- advocate and the ſerjeant. The fracas being 4 '- 
obſerved by the officers on board the Supply, they in- | 
ſtantly went on ſhore armed, and took the poor girl 
without any oppoſition from the natives, who had all 
armed themſelves. the moment they ſaw the governor 
and his party interfere. _—_ 
When the boat had taken the girl on board the Sup- 
ply, the party returned to the governor's houſe, where 
they were joined by ſeveral of the natives; Banalong 
was of the number: after ſome time his paſſion ſubſi- 
ded, and he grew calm, He was then given to under- 
ſand that the governor was very angry with him for 
endeavouring to kill a woman: that it was a cowardly i 
and unmanly action, and ſhould it be known that he .- 
did kill her, or even beat her any more, he ſhould be i 
put to death himſelf; but threats had no greater effect | 
on him than entreaties, and he complained bitterly of | 1 
the injury done him by depriving him ot his vic-. | 
tim; Taying, that ſhe- was his, that her father had | 
wounded him over the eye, that ſhe was of a wicked = 
tribe, and that they ſhould ſee he would kill her. When 
he was talked to by the judge advocate, and told that 
if he killed the gir] the governor would kill hin, he - 
pointed with his tore-finger to the parts of the head, 
'breait, and arms, where he ſaid he would wound her 
before he cut her head off; in this reſolution he return- 
ed home, and the girl was brought trom the Supply to 
h the 
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the governor's, accompanied by.a young man whom 
Banalong had deſired to remain with her. The attention 
paid her, by this. young native made every body coy. 
clude he was her huſband, though he had not been ſeen 
to, murmur or exprels any ſigns of diſſatisfaction when 
her lite was in danger. | . 

wo days after Banalong returned to Sydney, appa- 
rently in great good humour ; he ſaid he would not beat 
the girl any more, but that he had been obliged again 
to chaſliſe his wife, and had wounded her on the head, 
and that he had received a wound on the ſhoulder from 
a Club in return, On being told to go to the hoſpital 
to have it dreſſed, as well as his wife's head, he retu. 
fed, ſaying, that the ſurgeon. would kill him, and that 
he was atraid of {leeping in his hut, leſt he ſhould 
ſhoot him in the night; though, to ſhew he was not 
afraid of meeting him openly, he went once or twice 
into the room where he had left his ſpear, brought it, 
and ſhook it by way of defiance. Governor Philip 
aſſured him that no harm was intended him, unleſs he 
killed the girl, or threw ſpears at the Engliſh. As ſoon 
as he was ſatisfied that the ſurgeon was ſtill his friend, 
he agreed to go to him for a plaiſter for his ſhoulder; 
but his exceltency, deſirous of being preſent at their 
meeting, ſent for Mr. White; Banalong received bim 
as uſual, giving him part of what he was eating, and 
went with him to the hoſpital; atier which he went to 
his houſe, and the girl being there againſt whom he 
had lately been ſo incenſed, he took her by the hand, 
and ſpoke to her in a friendly manner. Barangaroo, 
who was preſent, was ſo exaſperated at her huſband's 
attention to the girl, that it was with great difficulty 
ſhe could be prevented from doing her a miſchief with 
a club ſhe had ſnatched from one of the by-ſtanders: 
nor did Banalong ſeem diſpoſed to prevent her, till de- 
fired by Mr. White, when he gave her a found ſlap on 
the face: ſhe not being able to vent ner paſſion on = 


nom 


tion 
Ol. 
[een 
hen 


Ppa- 
beat 


gain 
cad, 
rom 
pital 
etu. 
that 
»uld 
not 
vice 
Wi 
1101p 
; he 
oon 
end, 
ler; 
beit 
bim 
and 
t to 
| he 
and, 
roo, 
nd's 
ulty 
with 
ers: 
de- 
on 


the 


zin, 


a 1 


girl, burſt into tears, and went to the governor's; the 


girl was taken there for greater ſecurity, and was follow». 


ed by ſeveral men, | 

Governor Philip ordered her to be put in a room oc 
cupied by one of his maid ſervants, at which Banalong 
ſeemed greatly pleaſed, and begged him to let the ſame 
young man ſtay with her; in the mean time his wile 
grew quite outrageous, and uſed many threats; fhe had 
ot her huſband's ſpears,” which ſhe would not part with, 
ul forced from her by one of the ſuldiers, from whom 
Banalong wanted to take them, ſaying he would give 
them to the governor himſelf; upon which they were 
elivered to him, and he immediately gave them as he. 
ro:miſed, begging that they might be lodged in the 
houſe : this thewed he placed ſome confidence in Go- 
vernor Philip, notwithſtanding, he was very violent 
againſt thoſe who prevented him entering the houſe. 
and threatened to knock them down with his club, 
though a file of ſoldiers were drawn up in the yard, and 


he knew that they had orders to fire on the leaſt vio-; 


lence being offered. One of the natives, who was 
generally his companion, ſeemed ready to ſupport him 
in any attempt he might be diſpoted to make. They 
were all turned out of the yard except Banalong— 


Birangaroo was allo turned out with the reſt, but he 


ſtaid dinner, and behaved with as much indifference as 
ik nothing had happened, In the evening, when they 
were going, an unexpected ſcene took place; the na- 
tive who had remained with the girl would ſtay no lon- 
ger, and the girl forced her way out of the room to go 
with Banalong; ſhe was brought back, and told {he 
would be beat if ſhe went with him, but he ſaid he 
would beat her no more, and begged that ſhe might be 
permitted to accompany him: that Barangaroo would 
be reconciled to her, as her paſſion was over, and ſhe 

was now very good, | | | | 
The governor was fully perſuaded that Banalong 
H 2 would 
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would keep his word, but the general o'v.inion was 
againſt him, and that the girl would be ſacrificed; but 
the next morning he returned to dinner, and ſaid he 


had ſent her to her friends, which was afterwards con. be 
firmed. How he got this girl into his poſſeſſion could Ml ** 
never be learnt ; ſhe appeared about fifteen, and when dr 
ſhe went away her wounds were in a fair way of doing © 
well; fortunately for her the weapon Banalong firil - 
caught hold of was a boy's wooden {word, and made of £ 
very light wood ; but they pay little attention to wounds, a 
and even thoſe which have been deemed dangerous by Ml © 
the ſurgeons, do not ſeem to require the common at.“ ic 
tention of cloſing and keeping them clean; which ſhews MW © 
that they muſt be of an excellent habit of. body. : 
| WIS tl 
CHAF TAR +. 0 

: 0 

HORTLY after, the governor having occaſion to. MW * 
viſit Paramatta, Banalong ſaid he would accompany 0 
him; accordingly they ſet out, and ſtopped at the point, b 
in order to take his wife into the boat, but ſhe retuſed, h 
and alſo perſuaded him to change his mind, On his ex- P 
cellency's return to Sydney, he was told that this party 
had been lamenting the loſs of a brother, who had been 0 
killed by one of the Camaragals ; the women cried vio- 2 
lently, but their grief was of no long duration; and Ba- 10 
nalong went away with the officers, Who, hearing the 8 
cries of women, had gone to the hut to learn the cauſe. F 
As they proceeded down the harbour, looking after a t 
{mall boat that had been loſt with five convitts, he beg- p 
v 


ged them to land him on the north ſhore, in order, it 


was ſuppoſed, to collect lis friends, to go and revenge 8 
his brother's death. They found the wreck of the boat, 


and one of the bodies: and being ſeen under ſaiL,when n 


it blew a gale of wind, it was ſuppoſed that the people , 
| were 
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were ignorant of the management of her, and ſhe had 
been driven aſhore among the rocks. The natives were 
very alert in ſaving the oars and other articles that were 
driven aſhore, and Coalby exerted himſelf greatly on the 
occaſion, and ſaved the ſeine which was entangled 
among the rocks, for which he was rewarded with ſome 
cloaths, and a couple of blankets; the reſt of them had 
alſo ſome {ſmall preſent ; but let you cloath theſe people 
ever ſo well, they generally return naked the next day; 
for of all the things that had been given to Banalong, 
very little remained in his poſſeſſion; he had, he ſaid, 
ſent his ſhield, and moſt ol his-cloaths, a long way off; 
but whether he had given them away, fold, or loſt 
them, was equally uncertain. fo 

The governor had built a ſmall houſe at Paramatta, 
(the one I now occupy) and was going to remain there 
{ome time, when ſeveral of the natives were deſirous of 
accompanying him, among whom were Banalong and 
Coalby. His excellency took three of them in his boat; 
but Banalong going to fetch his cloak, was detained by 
his wite ; but as they were going out of the cove he ap- 
peared on the rocks, and got into the boat, in ſpite of 
her threats and entreaties. No {ſooner was the boat put 
oft, than ſhe went to her canoe, which was a new one, 
and ſtove it, and breaking the paddles, threw them into 
the water; ſhe then went to the hut, probably with the 
intent of committing more miſchiefl. Banalong endea- 
youred to pacify her, telling her he would not be more 
than one day abſent; but all would not do, and he was 
put on ſhore. The party then proceeded to Role-Hill, 
with Coalby and two other natives, none of whom ever 
opened their lips during the altercation ; indeed they 
are never known to interfere in any diſpute which does 
not immediately concern themſelves. | 

The natives flept that night at Paramatta, and though 


they wanted for notliing, yet the next morning were 
very anxious of returning; a boat was accordingly fent 
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down with them, by the return of which it was generally 
expected that news would be received,of Mrs. Baran. 
garoo's being again under the hands of the ſurgeon for 
her freaks; but to the ſurprize of every body, the next 
day they both made their appearance, and it ſeemed that 
he had not beaten her : whether he had withheld the 
uſual correction from what had been formerly ſaid to 
him by the governor, or from ſome other cauſe, could 
not be diſcoyered; however, a reconciliation had taken 
place, and they both dined with his excellency, in 
great good humour. Every thing they deſired was given 
them; but no ſooner was the dinner ended than the lady 


' Wiſhed to return, and Banalong ſaid ſhe would cry if 
they detained her, fo that they were obliged. to ſend a: 


boat down in the evening with them. 

On the return of the governor to Sydney, he learnt 
that his gamekeeper had been dangerouſly wounded by 
the natives with a ſpear. It appeared that ke went out 


with three others, one of whom was a ſerjeant, and in, 


the heat of the day they retired to a hut they had made 
with boughs, and laid down to ſleep. One of them 
waking, heard a noiſe in the buſhes which he ſuppoſed 
to be ſome animal; but on waking his comrades, and 


coming out of the hut, four natives ſtarted up from 
among the buſhes, and ran, away with all their ſpeed; 


the gamekeeper, thinking he knew one of them, who 
had been at Sydney, followed. them without his gun, 
notwithſtanding poſitive orders had been giyen for no 
one to truſt himielt with the natives unarmed, calling 
on them to ſtop, and he would give them ſome bread, 
and obſerving one who followed him to have a gun in 
his hand, deſired him to. lay it down, as it only tright- 
ened the natives, and they would do them no harm: he 
had now advanced about fifty yards before his .compa- 
nions, and was not ten paces from one ol the natives, 
who ftopped ſhort, and finding they were unarmed, 


fixed his ſpear on tae throwing ſtick in a moment, and 
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threw it at the man neareſt him; it entered his leſt ſide 


and penetrated the lower lobe of the lungs : ir was baibed, 
and conſequently could not be extracted till a ſuppura- 


tion took place. Immediately after throwing the ſpear, 


the native fled into the woods; and was ſeen no moe 
They were eleven miles from Sydney when this 
accident happened, and it was with the greateſt difficul- 
ty that the wounded man could be brought to the ſet- 
lement. Being queſtioned whether he had provoked 
the natives to this violence, he deſired to have the cler- 


gyman ſent lor, to whom he conteſſed he had been a 
very bad man; but at the ſame time declared that he 


had never killed or wounded any native, except once, 
when having had a ſpear thrown at him, he diſcharged 
his piece, loaded with ſmall ſhot, and wounded the 
man that threw- the ſpear ; this declaration added to the 
teſtimony of thoſe who were with him, lett no room to 
doubt but that the native had taken the advantage of 
his being unarmed, e 
Banalong and Araboo repeatedly ſaid that it was the 


tribes which lived about Botany Bay who threw the 


ſpears, and killed the white men, yet as it was evident 


that they generally received ſome provocation from our 


people, the governor was loth to proceed to extremſties, 
whillt there was any poſſibility of avoiding it; eſpecially 
as he had been at ſo much trouble in bringing them to 
repoſe ſome confidence in him; and a good under- 


landing with them was eſſentially neceſſary to the hap- 


pineſs and proſperity of the colony. 

Many of the natives now daily viſited the ſettlement, 
and were all well received ; it was no unuſual thing for 
the mothers to leave their children behind them for 
ſeveral, days, without ever enquiring after them; and if 
any of them were going where the children would be 
an incumbrance, they made no ſcruple of leaving them 
at Sydney ; Banalong, Coalby, and two or three others 
took up their quarters there four days in a week, and 
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might be, killed who threw the - ſpears; but Governor 


nor to kill them all. x 


— 


ſweetheart, and his wife; hence it appears evident that 


this cuſtom ſeems very unreaſonable, as the women 


8 92) 
all joined in the ſame ſtory, and deſired thoſe natives 


Philip had his ſuſpicions that there was a great deal of het 
art and cunning in Banalong ; he had lately been ſen it 
among thoſe people he now wiſhed to be killed, where f 


he ſaid they danced, and that one of them had ſung a2 
fong+1n praiſe of his houſe, the governor, and the white co 
men at Sydney; and he ſaid thole people would throw Wl +; 
no more ſpears, as they were now all friends ; this vt 


but a few days after he was ſo ſolicitous with the gover fo 


What was rather extraordinary, they all knew the Ml f 


man that threw the ſpear ; they faid his name was Pe. p. 


mulaway, of the Bejigal tribe: Banalong and Coalby ot 


ſaid they would bring him to the governor ; and went or 


off the next day, as it was ſuppoſed to Botany Bay; and m 
his excellency, upon a report that a number of natives ill th 
had been ſeen armed about the mouth of the harbour, ar 
went down to the Lookout; he met Coalby there, who ee 


returned to Sydney with him, but did not leem inclined u 
to give himſelf any trouble about Pemulaway, but after n 


dinner took his leave, ſaying he was going to Botany © 
Bay to meet his wife. Banalong was ablent.' ſeveral Hu 
days; they.ſaid he was gone to aſſiſt at tife ceremony of Wl tc 
drawing a front tooth from ſome young men among h 
the Camaragals, which gave riſe to the idea that th: i © 
tooth is exacted as a kind of tribute. 

Araboo now reſided with the Camaragals ; when ſhe 
left the clergyman's ſhe promiſed to return with her 


when they can procure two wives, the cuſtom ot the 
country does not prohibit their having, them ; though 


bear no proportion to the men in point of number, It 
is generally believed that moſt of their wives are taken 
by force or furprize, from the tribes with which they 
are at variance; conſequently, their enemies W 
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and from the diſproportion of the females to the males 
muſt have been-more ſucceſsful in their Sabinical expe- 
ditions. | | | 

Spears being frequently thrown at the ſettlers; it 
became abſolutely neceſſary that a ſtop ſhould be put to 
it, though his excellency wiſhed to do it with as little 
ſeverity as poſſible, yet he was convinced that a ſevere 
example muſt be made to have the deſired effect. Ac- 


cordingly a party was ſent out conſiſting of fifty pri- 
vates, beſides officers; they were directed to proceed 


to the ſpot where the man was wounded; and to ſearch 
for the natives who dwelt thereabouts, ſome of whom 
were to be ſecured and brought priſoners, or if it was 
found impracticable to take them alive, they were to 
put half a dozen of them to death — Spears, and all 
other weapons which they happened to meet with were 
ordered to be deſtroyed and left on the ſpot, that they 
might ſee it was intended as a puniſhment inflicted on 
them—Particular attention was to be paid to the women. 
and children, who were not to be moleſted on any ac- 
count whatever; and as the governor wiſhed to impreſs 
the idea that no deceit was ever practiſed, and that they 


might depend on having protection whenever it, was. 


offered; he ordered that none of the party ſſiould hold 
up their hands, which is the ſignal of friendſhip; nor 
to anſwer ſuch ſignal if made them by the natives; they 


having lately behaved with great infolence on ſeveral 
occaſions; and a puniſhment initicted on a few, might. 


in the end be an act of mercy to many. 
Notwithſtanding the moſt vigilant endeavours, the 


party was not able to get near any of them, as they made 


off at their approach, and eluded the purſuit. They 


ſaw Coalby near Botany Bay, where he was fiſhing, 


at whom they fired ſeveral ſhot. They returned to 
Sydney without any ſucceſs; but the governor being 


determined if poſſible to make an example of ſome of 


them, again ſent whe party with the ſame. orders _ 
: had. 
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had before received. They left Sydney towards evening 


with the hope of ſurpriſing ſome of the natives at their 
fres, but were diſappointed, not a ſingle native being 
{een during all the.time they were out. 

It was near a fortnight before Banalong made his 
appearance, when he, brought, his wite with him; he 
faid he had been with the Camaragals, that ſeveral 
voung men had undergone the operations of havin 


their front teeth drawn, and tattooing, - Which is mak. 


ing thoſe ſcars which are conſidered as ornamental by 


the natives—Thelie ſcars are made by cutting two lines 


through the {kin parallel to each other, with a ſharp 
ſhell or flint, and then ſtripping off the intermediate 
Kin; the operation is repeated tiil the wound rifes con- 
fiderably above the ſurrounding fleſh, when it is ſuffer. 
ed to heal over. Theſe painful embelliſhments are not 
very common among the women; Banalong ſhewed a 
throwing ſtick which had been cut for the purpoſe of 


knocking out the fron: teeth; and it was generally ſup. 


poſed he had been employed in that office, He was on 
good terms with the Camaragals, and he ſaid they were 


all good people ; when he was aſked if he had ſeen the 


man who threw the ſpear at the governor, he ſaid yes, 
and had {lept in the ſame cove with him; ſo that his 
former account of having quarrelled with, and beat him, 
was not believed. Barangaroo, who had been with him 


on this occaſion, was painted in a different manner from 
what ſhe had. been before, and there appeared to have 


been a great deal of attention beſtowed on her ; her 
cheeks, nole, and upper lip, were rubbed over with 
red ochre, on which, and under the eyes, were laid 
{pots of white clay ; the ſmall of her back was Iikewile 


rubbed with ochre, and by her deportment ſeemed deſi- 
 rFous of ſhewing that the was finer than common. 


Shortly after two of the convicts being fiſhing, Bana- 
long finding they bad no arms in the boat, went along- 
tide in his canoe, and 10bbed them of the fiſh they 
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had taken; his wife and ſiſter being in the canoe, and 
having ſeveral ſpears, the convitts were deterred from 


making any reſiſtance, In conſequence of this rob- 


bery. orders were given that no boat in future ſhould 
o out of the cove unarmed. _ 

The next time the natives came to the ſettlement, 
they were told, that if any more ſpears were thrown they. 
would all be killed ; but theſe threats did not ſeem to 
make the ſmalleſt impreſſion on them. Banalong coming 
ſoon after, he was charged with taking the fiſh from the 


two white men; he denied the charge with great aſſu- 
rance, aſſerting that he was a great diſtance from the 


lace at the time; but when the people were confront- 
ed with him, he endeavoured to juſtify himſelf, but with 


ſo inſolent an air, that he rather aggravated than excuſed. 


the offence: he frequently mentioned the man wio had 


been wounded, and threatened revenge ; but on recol- . 


letting himſelf, he offered his hand to the governor, 
wiich being refuſed, he grew violent, and ſeemed in- 
dined to make uſe of his ſtick : a centinel was called 
in, as it was feared he might commit ſome extravagance 
that would oblige his excellency to order him to be put 
to death; for his behaviour was ſavage and inlolent in 
the extreme, and would have met with inſtant pumih- 
ment in any other perſon; but they withed to bring 
him to reaſon, without having recourle to violent mea- 
ſures ; and the governor was very unwilling to deſtroy 
that confidence he had been at ſo much pains to create 
in Banalong, which the ſſighte!t puniſhment would have 
done: he was therefore deſired to come near the gover- 
nor, but he refuſed, turned upon his heel, and went 
away. As he vallſed ihe wheelwright's ſhop, the work- 
men being at dinner, he ſtole a hatchet, with which he 
wot clear fl. r ; 
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--- CH AF. at 
7 FE natives continued to viſit Sydney after Bara: 


| | long's recent behaviour, and conducted themſelves 
| in ſuch a manner as gave great reafon to ſuppoſe he would 
never return: this however, was not the caſe ; for hay. 
ing previoufly viſited the fiſhing boats, to know it go, 
vernor Philip was ſtill angry with him, and if he would 
ſhoot him; he appeared very. deſirous of knowing if he 
might go to the . houſe, at the ſame time nam- 
ing a man who had ſtole the hatchet, and denied havin 
_ uſed any threats; however not being pleaſed with the an. 
ſwers that were given to his queſtions, he went away 
but returned in a few days, and went to the governor, 
who, happening to ſee him come to the gate, ordered him 
away. He was ſeen ſoon afterwards, and ſeemed very 
defirous of being received again into favour ; he diſclaim. 
ed any knowledge of the hatchet, or any intention of re- 
venging the death of a man who had been ſhot. Go- 
vernor Philip appeared to believe him, and he was ſuffer. 
ed to go into the yard, which was always open to the 
natives; {ome bread. and fiſh were given him, but he was 
not permitted to enter the houſe as uſual : though this 
degradation did not a little hurt his pride, he frequently 
repeated his viſits 2 | | „ 
Governor Philip had been very deſirous of learning 
the reaſon that the females had two of the joints of the 
little finger cut off, and of ſeeing in what manner that 
operation was pertormed ; he had now an opportunity of 
gratifying a part of his wiſh : Coalby's wife coming to 
the ſettlement with a new born female, brought her in- 
fant to the governor's houſe; and being tald that his 
excellency would be preſent at the operation, it was ac- 
_ cordingly performed. A. ligature was applied round the 
little finger at the ſecond joint; but two day afterwards 
they brought the child again, the ligature was either 
> Per ; broken 
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broken or taken off; this being told the mother, ſhe 
took ſame hairs. from the head of an officer who was 
preſent, and bound them very tight round the finger; 
alter ſome time a gangrene took place; and though the 
child ſeemed uneaſy when it was touched, it did not.cry, 


nor was any attention paid to it after the ligature was 
'h 


applied. is Operation had always been performed on 
the left hand, but this child was an exception, for it was 
the little finger of the right hand which underwent the 
operation: this bandage was continued until the finger 
was ready to drop off, when its parents took it to the 
ſurgeon, who at their requeſt, ſeparated it with a 
Fife. ©: ; 1 25 | ns 
Banalong after an abſence of three weeks, during 
which time he had been particularly active in rendering 
ſervices: to a boat's crew, ſeveral of whom would have 
been loſt but for his exertions, which were conſidered 


as a fult atonement for his paſt behaviour, and he was 


admitted again into the favour of the governor. In con- 
ſequence of this reconciliation the number of viſitors 
increaſed, and the governor's yard became their head 
quarters. „ | | 
Their medical operations partake more of the juggling 
than the Eſculapian ſyſtem. Coalby had formerly been 
wounded with a fiſh- gig below the left breaſt, and though 
it muſt have been done many years, as it was extremely 
difficult to perceive the ſcar; yet it was ſuppoſed that 
he felt ſome pain from the Araps of a knaplack, which 
he carried when out on an excurſion with the governor : 
he had travelled two or three days with it on his ſhoul- 
ders, and the ſtraps preſſing againit his breaſt, he com- 
plained of pain there. 

He applied to an old man and his ſon, who had joined 
them inthe excurſion, for relief, and they prepared to 
perform the cure: the ſon began the ceremony, by Ak- 
ing a mouthfui of water, which he ſpirted on the part 
alfected, and then *pplying his mouth, began to ſuck as 


long 
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long as he could without taking breath, which appeared Wt) 
to make him ſick, and when he roſe up, for his patient fl 
was extended at full length on the graſs, he walked about I br 
tor fome minutes; he then repeated the ſuction three m. 
times, and he appeared, by drawing in his ſtomach, to Irc 
feel the ſame pain he pretended to extract from the breaſt ¶ on 
of his patient; and having picked up a bit of ſtick or. 
ſtone, but with ſo little fleight of hand that it was ob. "! 
vious to the whole party, he pretended to throw ſome. 
thing which he had taken out of his mouth into the 
water. He undoubtedly threw ſomething away, which MW ** 
muſt have been what he picked up; but Coalby, after '' 
the ceremony was over, ſaid it was what he had ſucked th 
out of his breaſt ; which was underſtood to be two barbs Ml 
of a filh-gig, as he made uſe of the word bullerdooul;M'" 
but the governor was of a different opinion, and thought! 
he meant two pains. Before this buſineſs was finiſhed, ed 
the doctor felt the patient's back below the ſhoulder, andi 
ſeemed to apply his fingers, as if he twitched ſomethingMl ® 
out; after which he ſat down by the patient, and pu ® 
his right arm round his back; the old man, at the ſame ® 
time, fat down on the other ſide of the patient, with his! 
face the contrary way, and claſped kim round the breall th 
with his right arm; each of them held one of the pa. he 
tient's hands, they continued in this fituation ſeveral 8 
minutes, {training him very cloſe, and thuy ended the ti 
ceremony, when Coalby ſaid he was perfectly well. He - 
gave his worſted night-cap, and a ſhare of his ſupper, as . 
a fee to his doctors; and being aſked it they were both! 
of the faculty, he ſaid yes, anda lu tie boy that was will h 
them was a doctor too; from whence it was ſuppoledil © 
that the power of healing is hered.tary, and deſcendediff ”* 
from father to ſon. MF 


As the natives frequently caught more fiſh than they 
could immediately ule, great pains had been taken to in- 
duce them to barter it with the ſettlers at Paramatta for 
bread, vegetables, &c. Several of them had carried - 

| | L118 
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this traffic, and there was reaſon to hope that a tolerable 
fin market would ſoon be eſtabliſned: among thoſe who 
brought their fiſn was a young man that had lived fome 


months with the governor, but had left the ſettlement, 


jrom time to time, to go a fiſhing : his canoe was a new 
one, and being the firſt he had ever been maſter of, he 
was not a little proud of it, and accordingly valued it 
highly. 

Stri& orders had been given that their canoes ſhould 
never be touched ; and, indeed the intereſt of the marines 
and convicts ſhould have ſecured them from inſult ; the 
trafic and intercourſe tending much to their comforts, 
the balance being greatly in their favour ; but ina very 
ſhort time this amity and good underſtanding was inter- 
rupted by ſome villains, who had ſtove the canoe of the 
young man before mentionted. The moment he diſcover- 
ed the injury done him, he flew to the governor's in a 
violent rage, ſaid the white men had broke his canoe, 
and that he would kill them; he had his throwing-ſtick, 
aud ſeveral ſpears in his hand, and his hair, face, arms, 


and breaſt were painted red, which is a ſign of the moſt 


implacable anger. It was not till the governor aſſured him 
that he would kill thoſe who had deſtroyed his canoe, that 
he wou:d liſten to any thing tending to divert him from 
his purpole of killing the white men; he promiſed, at laſt, 
that he would leave it to the governor to puniſh them. 
The offenders were ſoon dilcovered, and were ſeverely 
flogged in the preſence of Balderry ; but he was far 
from being ſatisfied, till he was told that one of them 
had been hanged. During their examination he appear- 
ed very impatient, and ſaid that it belonged to him to pu- 
ml the injury he had received. About a month after, 
when it was thought he had been amply compenſated by 
var ious preſents which the governor had given him; by 
leting the offenders puniſhed ; and by ſuppoling one of 
them had been hanged, yet he took the firſt Wor”, 


ot revenging himlelf, 1 plainly ſnews that theſe + 
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people do not readily forgive an injury, A. convift who 
had ſtrayed from the ſettlement, was met by two of. the 
natives; and he had ſcarce paſſed. them when he was 
. wounded in the back with a ſpear, and before he could 
recover himſelf he received a ſecond wound in the ſide; 
however, he got away; and as they did not attempt to 
ſtop him to get his cloaths, or take any thing from him, 
there was no doubt but the deſtruction of the canoe was 
the cauſe of this attack; eſpecially, as the ſame evening 
_ ſeveral natives were ſeen round a fire, and being aſked 
Who it was that had wounded the white man, they im- 
mediately anſwered, © Balderry.” It is not a little re. 
markable that thele people always tell the names of thole: 
who have thrown ſpears at the coloniſts, or who have 
ſtole any thing from the ſettlement, if they are aſked, 
though they are conſcious that you mean to puniſh them: 
it might be thought to. proceed from a principle of ad- 
hering to truth, did they not deſtroy this opinion by in- 
variably denying any thing they may be charged with, 
though you fee them commit the offence, and lay the 
blame on another who is not preſent; it is not only ſur- 
prizing that they always diſcover the offenders, but this 
they do openly, without any fear or dread of the con- 
ſequence. | | 
The deſtruction of this canoe was a moſt unfortunate 
accident, as it prevented the natives from carrying their 
_ fiſh to Paramatta; and no canpe viſited the ſettlement 
for ſome time after; and, beſides, the governor wiſhed 
to attach Balderry to himſelf, intending to take him to 
England when he returned. After abſenting himſelf about 
a month or five weeks, Balderry began to make enqui- 
Ties of the various parties he met, whether beanah, the 
governor, was ſtill angry; he was anſwered in the affir- 
mative, and told that he would be killed for wounding a 
white man; yet this did not deter him from coming into 
the cove in a canoe, and the governor on being made 
acquainted with his appearance, ordered a party of ma- 
| | B04 rines 
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the rines to go an | ſecure him. Banalong, who was preſent, 
Was ſeeing the ſoldiers go towards the point, gave him the 
uld alarm, and he got off. Governor Philip ſaw Banalong 
de; ppeaking to the young man in his canoe, and gave him to 


t to underſtand that Balderry ſhould be killed ; upon which 
he called out that the governor was ſtill very angry: on 
Was hearing this Balderry paddled off pretty briſkly to the op- 
ing poſite ſide of tbe harbour, and appeared to ſet their threats 


ked at defiance, and talked of ſpearing ; but whether it was 
im. the governor or the ſoldiers that he threatened could not | 
re- be diſtinguiſhed, he being at too great a diſtance to hear 
ole distinctly. Theſe people are very reſolute, and when pro; 
ave voked ſet little value on their lives, fo they can be reveng- % 
ed, ed; they ever contrive to be even with you, whether you > 
m: praiſe or threaten, and whenever a blow 1s given they are IM 
ad- jure to return it, though their lives ſhould pay for it. 971 
in- A number of natives having arrived at Sydney, among ſt £5 
th, whom there was upwards of thirty women and children, 
the they were treated with bread dice as uſual : they 1n- 
ur- Wiormed his excellency that Balderry was onthe oppoſite 
his {Wide of the cove, with a party of his friends, armed. 
on- Whether his coming aſter what had paſſed proceeded 

{rom a ſuppoſition that he ſhould not be puniſhed, or that 
ate he was ſafe whilſt ſurrounded by ſo many of his country- 
cir nen, it was thought neceſſary to order him to be taken, | 
ent ss ſoon as the viſitants ſhould be gone; for as Balderry 4% 
1ed {Meould not be ſeized without Bos ring the diſpute, it = 
to was probable they would ſuppoſe themlelves in danger, 
out nd make uſe of their ſpears in defence of their coun- 
ui- Miyman, in which caſe many of them muſt have been | 
the iiled; andihis was the more likely, as many of the 54 
firs Hueſls were ſtrangers, and this was their firſt viſit to the hs th 
a Neolony. | | 4 2 
1to As ſoon as they had taken their leave, a party of ſol- 
ade iets were ordered after the delinquent, but before they F 
12 0: 1g'1t of him, he had been adyertiſed of his danger by 7 
es Ninbarre, who hearing what was going forward had left 1 
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the place; a ſerjeant and a party were ſent after him: in 
their way they met ſeveral of the natives, who joined | 
them in a friendly manner, but while they were talking 

to the ſerjeant, one of them had the audacity to attempt 

to wreſt a firelock from one of the ſoldiers; however, 

he failed in the attempt, but immediately after a ſpear 

was thrown, ſuppoſed to: be by Balderry': two muikets 
were now fired among the natives, which wounded one 

of them in the leg, but, unfortunately, neither of the 
offenders. A ſtrong party was immediately ordered to 
ſome brick fields, where a pretty numerous body of them 

had affembled ; but Nanbarre, ever faithful to his coun. | 

\ trymen, on ſeeing the ſoldiers form on the parade, took 
to the woods, and {tripping himfelt, that he might not be 

Ns known, joined the natives, and put them on their guard; 
| after which he returned, and ſaw the governor pats with 

| ſome officers whilſt he was hid in a buſh ; he afterwards 
19 niet an officer's ſervant, and aſked where the governor 
And ſoldiers were going; on being told, he laughed, 
and ſaid they were too late for the people were all gone. 
Banalong came in ſoon afterwards with his wife; and 
though he was told that the ſoldiers were gone out to 
take Balderry, yet the intelligence did not prevent him 


| from eating a hearty dinner, and when he went away, he 
AI  lefc a large bundle of ſpears, fiſh-gigs, and various other 
. 11 15 articles, under the care ot the governor. As the natives 
hne that'the governor only meant to puniſh thoſe who 


threw the ſpears, the late diſagreements did not in the 
leaſt interrupt their viſits, . and they called upon theit 
friends with the ſame familiarity.as if nothing had hap: 


TX (0 pened. Vhey were aſked what became/ot the woundet 
= man; they faid ke was gone to his tribe; that the wound 


>, was but of little conſequence, and ſoon would be healed, 
e Barangaroo was now nean; her time of lying ing when 

, the coloniſts had an opportunity” of ſeeing their: prepara- 
tions on the occaſion : ſhe had two nets hanging from 

hier neck, one of which. being-new, the 9 2049 
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deſirous of obtaining, and it was given him, after ſhe hat 
taken a large piece of the tea tree out of it, nicely fold- 
ed up, and which was intended to lay her infant upon, 
and which is the-only preparation. previous to the cere- 
mony of an infant's introduction into the world, that is 
made. by lying- in women in this country. The bark of 
the tea tree is thick in proportion to the ſize of the 
trunk, and is compoled o a great number of layers of 
very thin bark, not unlike in appearance to the birch, 
tree, but fo exquiſitely ſoft, that nothing this country! 
affords can be better calculated for the purpoſe for which 
it is intended.” Banalong, however, deſired to have a 
blauket for the child, which was given him, and next 
day a net made en the Engliſh manner, which was more 
acceptable to his wife than the one ſhe had given the 
governor. Banalong informed the governor that his wife 
intended to do him the konour of lying: in at his houſe; 
this favour his excellency declined, telling him that ſhe 
would be ſo much better accommodated at the hoſpital, 
that he could not think of riſking her health, by ſuffer- 
ing her to be any where eHe, which compliment highly? 
gratified both | huſband and wife, and they accordingly 
took up their quarters there. Banalong had frequently 
ſolicited the governor to receive Balder ry again into 
favour, but was always refuſed ; however, on being told 
that the poor fellow Was extremely ill, the ſurgeon was 
deſired to go and ſee him; he found him in a high fever, 
and the firſt queſtion he aſked was, whether the gover-' 
nor 'dofitinucd/angry with him, and if he would let him 
go to the hoſpital to be cured. Banalong, who went 
with the ſurgeoh, returned to the governor, who told 
him he was not angry now, and that he might bring his 
companion to the ſettlement; he ſaid he would, and 
carly the next morning Balderry made his appearance: 
at firſt he was under great apprehenſions, but on the 
goverior's taking him by the hand, and promiſing that 


wulen he was reoovored he fhould live with him again, 


; | | his 
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his fears ſubſided : he appeared very ill, and went with 
the ſurgeon and Banalong to the hoſpital. 


C 


| H AFP. XIV. 
1 HAVE been thus minute in detailing the behaviour 


of the natives, and the perſevering diligence and inex- 


. v 


* hauſtible, patience of Governor Philip, in conciliating 


and familiarizing them, in the infancy of the colony, 
that, ſhould they hereafter attain any degree of civiliza- 
tion, poſterity may know to whom they are indebted 
for the extrication of numberleſs tribes from the rudeſt 
barbariſm, thereby adding to ſociety the inhabitants of 


a country, which occupies a ſection of the globe of 


greater extent than all Europe, and capable of becoming 
a great and powerful empire. 

of joy, from day break till ſun- riſe; but we have not 
been yet able to diſcover whether they have any parti- 
cular object to whom they pay adoration ; neither do 
any of the celeſtial bodies ſeem to occupy more of their 
attention than any of the animals which inhabit this ex- 


tenfive country; yet they do not appear entirely igno- 


rant of a future ſtate, as they lay the bones of the dead 
are in the grave, and their bodies in the clouds; or may 
probably have been miſunderſtood, and mean that the 


ſoul is in the clouds. They moſt certainly burn their 


dead; for on opening a new made grave, a quautity of 
white aſhes were found, which appeared to have been 


but lately depoſited there; among the aſhes were found 


rt of a human jaw-bone., and a. piece of a ſkull, 


which had not been ſufficienily burnt to prevent 
its deing perfectly alcertained. The grave was not a 


foot deep, but the earth was raiſed «is high round 


it as are the common ęgraves in England. The 


fun 
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With regard to religion they ſing an hymn, or ſong 


ith 
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ſun, moon, and ſtars, they call wera (bad. Araboo 
ence went into fits on ſeeing a falling ſtar, and faid that 
every body would be deſtroyed ; although ſome who were 
preſent infiſted that ſhe particularly alluded to the mur- 
ray nowey, the Sirius, which was loſt ſome time after 
at Norfolk Iſland. From Banalong we underſtood that 
they believe in apparitions, which they call “ mane ;” 
he deſcribes them as aſcending from the earth with a 
horrid noiſe, ſeizing any one in its way by the throat: 
he ſays theſe apparitions ſinge the hair and beards of 
thoſe to whom they appear, which he ſaid was a very 
painful operation; rubbing the face after every applica- 
tion of the Arebrand. | 8 x 
Their principal diverſion is that of dancing, for which 
ceremony they prepare themſelves with more than ordi- 
nary attention; they are all in their birth-day ſuits, like 
ſo many Adams and Eves, without even a fig leaf to par- 
ry the inquiſitive glance of the curious European. The 
young women employ all their art in decorating the 
young men, who are chiefly ornamented with ſtreaks of 
white, drawn with pipe clay, and in different forms, ac- 
cording to the taſte of the man himſelf, or to the lady 
who en him. They are as emulous of appearing 
ive as the moſt finiſhed petit-maitre preparing for he 
birth-day ball of his favourite miſtreſs. Fheir paint can- 
not be applied without moiſtening, and the lady, in 
drawing the ſtreaks down the face, which is the moſt 
eſſential part of the decoration, ſpits in the face of her 
friend whom ſhe is adorning, from time to time, as the 
ochre or clay get dry. Their dances are always at the 
cloſe ot the day, as they prefer fire- light to that of the 
ſun on theſe occaſions. i et 
The dance begins by a few young boys, and is en- 
creaſed by the men and women gradually falling in, to 
the number of thirty or forty, but moiltly men: it is 
truly wild and ſavage; yet in many parts order and re- 
pularity are very apparent. One man ä 
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ſingle himſelf out from the reſt, and running round the 
whole of the performers, ſing out in a loud voice, ſome 
expreſſion deliwered in a peculiar tone of voice; he would 
then fall in with the reſt of the dancers, who alternatel 
Jed forward in the centre, and there exhibit their ut. 
moſt {kill and dexterity in the moſt difficult contortions 
of the body; which, in their opinion, conſtitute the prin- 
cipal beauties of dancing: one of the moſt ſtriking is 
that of placing their feet very wide apart, and by an ex- 
traordinary exertion of the muſcles of the thighs and 
legs, move their knees in a trembling and very aſtoniſh. 
ing manner, ſuch as no perſon in the colony could any 
ways imitate ; of courſe much practice is required to 
arrive at any degree of perfection in this ſingular mo- 
tion. There is great variety in their dances; ſometimes 
they dance in pairs, and frequently tun back to back, 
then ſuddenly turn and face each other; lometimes they 
all fit on the ground, with their feet under them, in the 
manner of the Chineſe, and at a particular word or ſig- 
nal they are on their feet in a moment, which they per. 
form without any aſliſtance from their hands; they then 
run back in rows, and again advance in the ſame order, 
Sometimes they form a circle wich fome diſtinguiſhed 
| Perſon in the centre; at other times all the dancers 
have green boughs in their hands; in all the different 
figures they generally finiſh by a certain number of their 
principal dancers advancing to the front, and go through 
the difficult part of the dance, the quivering motion of 
the knees, upon which the whole company faces to the 
front, and go through the ſame motions, the moſt ex. 
pert being generally in the centre. 'Their muſic con- 
fiſts of two ſticks of very hard wood, one of which the 
muſician holds to his breaſt in the manner of a violin, 
and ſtrikes it with the other, in tolerable good time, 
The performers ſing the whole time of the dance; afliſt- 
ed by ſeveral. boys and girls who are ſeated at his feet, 
and by the manner of croſſing their thighs form a hollow 
| | | between 
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between them and their belly, upon which they beat 
time with the flat of the hand, which makes an odd 
though not difagreeable ſound. They are very prone to 
flattery, and if any ſtrangers are preſent always afk for 
their approbation, and appear highly delighted if you 
ſay ©* boojerie cariberie, a very good dance—which 
never fails to produce more than extraordinary exertions. 

They are very dexterous in ſtriking fiſh : the ſpear 


of the gig with which they take them 1s about ten feet 


in length, but they can increaſe it by joints as we do 
our fiſhing-rods in England; they have ſeveral prongs 
barbed with the bone of a fiſh, or of ſome animal. The 
fiſher lies acroſs the canoe, his face in the water, and 
his fiſh-gig ready for darting ; thus he lies motionlels, 
and by his face being beneath the ſurtace, he can lee 
the fiſh diſtinctly; in this manner they ſtrike the fiſh 
with great certainty. - The women are chiefly employ- 
ed with lines and hooks; the lines manufactured from 
the bark. of trees, the hooks commonly of che pearl of 
different ſhells : the talons of birds of prey they ſome- 
times make uſe of, but the former are moſt eſteemed. 
The women are frequently ſeen in a milerable canoe 
with two or three children, fiſhing the whole day in the 
edge of a ſurf that would territy an old ſeaman to truſt 
himſelf near in a good ſtout boat. The men are excel- 
lent divers, and remain a ſurpriſing time in the ſurfs 
where their canoes cannot live : whatever they bring up 
to the ſurface they throw on ſhore, where their comrade 
attends to receive it. Having a fire ready kindled for 


cooking, they broil or roaſt all their food; they have 


not the leaſt conception of boilirfs, tor one of the na- 
tives watching an opportunity when nobody was attend- 
ing to the kettle, plunged his hand into the boiling wa- 
ter to take the fiſh; of courſe, to his utter aſtoniſhment, 
he was terribly ſcalded. They procure fire with great 
labour, by fixing the pointed end of a round {lick into 
a hole made in a flat piece of wood, and whirling , 
| | roun 
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round ſwiftly with both hands, ſliding them up and 
down till the, operator is fatigued, when he is relieved 
by ſome of his companions; each takes his turn till the 
fire is produced: from the labour attending this proces, 
it is no wonder that they are feldom ſeen without a 
piece of lighted wWooſin ir hand. When they mean 
to evince a partiality to any Manger, they immediately 
aſſume his name, calling him by theirs; this they con- 


ſider as the higheſt compliment they can pay an Engliſh. 
man, and are highly pleajed at being called by their new 


name. Of all their cuſtoms, that of making love would 
be thc ,artheſt from meeting the approbation of my fair 
countrywomen, that ceremony being in this country, 
always prefaced by a ſound; beating, which the lady 
receives as a matter of courſe, with all the 'meeknet; 
imaginable,” |, | 51551 | 
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E had now upwerds of a thouſand acres of 
= 4 cleared land at Paramatta, three hundred and 
fifty of which were in „heat and maize; but though 
we had frequent ſhowers of rain, yet not in ſufficient 
quantities to compenſate for the exceſſive drought which 
Had been experienced in the preceding months; and 
from the ground being new, and requiring more work 
than was in the power of the ſettlers to beſtow on it, 
the grain in general had a very unpromiſing appearance, 
There are about two hundred acres laid out in gardens, 
as much more prepared for turnips and potatoes, and 
the remainder cloſed in for feeding cattle. We are very 
badly off tor manure, and ere the colony can properly 
flouriſh it mult be ſtocked with cattle, the ground being 
infinite ly too poor of itſe!f ever to produce crops ſuf. 
ficient for us to depend on :t ſolely tor ſubſiſtence. The 
| 85 ſudden 
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ſudden viciſſitudes of the weather muſt alſo "duet our. 


harveſts very precarious, as well as -prove injurious to 
the health of the ntw. comers ; it often happens that 
there 18 a change of from forty to fifty degrees twice 1n 


one day. It is no unfrequent circumſtance to ſee the 


country ſtrewed with numbers of birds, fallen from the 
trees, unable to ſupport the intenſe heat of the meridian 
ſun, Numbers of convicts fall victims, but it muſt not 


| be wholly aſcribed to the weather, as the debilitated 


ſlate in which they are for the molt part landed, would, 
were it a more favourable climate, be attended with-a 
conſiderable mortality; and they are generally ſo weak 
that they cannot be put to any Kind of labour, but are 
employed in weeding and pulling grals for the purpoſe 


of thatching : we have frequently tour or five hundred 


on the dottor's hſt, who are individually viſited daily 
by the ſurgeon ; upwards of fifty have died in a month, 
in the generality of whom nature appears entirely ex- 
hauſted, and many of them were ſo fairly worn out, 


that they expired without a groan, and to all appearance 


did not experience the ſmalleſt degree of pain. 

From a moſt humane ſuggeſtion of Captain Parker of 
the Gorgon, the governor iſſued orders for a regular 
ſurvey to be taken of the condition of the convitts on 
their landing from the different traniports ; and a ſtrict 
inveſtigation taking place, it appeared that ſome of the 
captains had very much abridged their unfortunate pal- 
ſengers of the allowance ſtipulated by government for 


their ſubſiſtence; and this inhuman practice had been 


carried to ſuch an extent in ſome of the ſhips, that it 
appeared many had been literally ſtarved to death. A 


ttrong and pointed repreſentation of the circumſtance _ 
was {cnt home to government, which will, I hope, put 


an effectual ſtop to ſuch nefarious proceedings. 

Some of the convicts had entertained an idea that they 
could range along the coaſt till they reached {ome of the 
Chinele ſettlements; {ubliſting themſelves on oyſters and 


other 


4 
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other ſhell. ſiſh, having been told that there was a copper 
coloured tribe one hundred and fifty miles to the north. 


ward, who were much more civilized than the natives 
they were with, and who traſhcked with the Dutch from 


Timor, where they would be free. With theſe notions 


teveral parties ſet off from Sydney Cove and Roſe Hill, 
but after ſome days ſtrazgiing ſome were taken, and 
others returned of their owa accord, induced by the im- 
perative command of hunger ; and as ſome were ſuppoſed 
to be ſtill lurking in the woods, afraid of returning leſt 


they ſhould be puniſhed for leaving the ſettlement, the 


governor leſs inclined to puniſh than to convince them 
of their error, promiſed a general pardon to every one 


who ſhonld return within five days; at the ſame time 


declaring that an exemplary puniſhment would be inflict- 
ed on thoſe who ſhould be taken after that period. Ace- 
cordingly ſeveral returned, and appeared ſenſible of the 
lenity ſhewn them, but ſome of them appeared capable 
of the moſt deſperate attempts, and even talked of repel- 
ling force by force; they were, however, given to under» 
ſtand that nomercy would be ſhewn them on the leaſt 
diſpoſition to mutiny, and that any who were near thole 
that might be ſo diſpoſed would be conſidered as princt- 


pals, and treated accordingly. Almoſt all the delerters 


returned, and thoſe who were {tilt miſſing, was ſuppoled 
to be murdered by the natives, and the miſerable ſtate 
of thoſe that returned would, it was thought, moſt et- 
fectually prevent any more excurſions of the like nature. 

Ihe purchaſes I had made at the Cape, as well as the 
preſents I brought from England, enabled me to furniſh 
the officers and ſettlers with various little articles, which 
in general were not to be had by the ſhips, ſo that in a 


mort time I had collected the following valuable ſtock 


for my farm yard; a ſow in pig; two tine porkers; a 


young ihe goat and two kids; an Engliſh dunghill cock, 


three lying hens, and one with a brood of chickens and 
young ducks : theſe, with a young kangaroo, which . 
ha 


mg (yn = 


had been at infinite pains in rearing, tha ee native dogs, 
myſelf, a convict woman ſervant, and her ſon Timotby, 
a youth between twelve and thirteen, a tractable and ule- 
ful lad, compriſed the Whole family. Having always 
had a ſtrong predilection for horticulture, the garden 
employed great part of my time, and is now as proſpe- 
rous and flouriſhing as any in the colony. Governor 
Philip, when he viſits Role Hill, takes great delight in 
it, and gives. me much credit lor its improvement, as 


well as for the appearance and ſpirit of indufiry manikeſt 


in the convitts under my ſuperintendance. 
Having contracted an intiinacy with a young man 


who had taken one of the farms on the northern boun- 


dary, about four miles from Paramatta, I generally walk- 
ed over once or twice a week: as I was returning from 
thence one afternoon, with no other company but my 
boy Tim, who, having evinced a great partiality for 
me, was now my conſtant companion, a large male kan- 
garoo croſſed the path juſt before us; I immediately took 
my gun from the boy, fired at the animal, and diſabled. 
one of his bind legs, which very much impeded his 
flight; however, he preſerved his diſtance for near an 
hour, when petting a fair ſhot at him, I lodged a ballin 
the back part of f 

buſinels. 


Upon examining our prize, I found it would be inf- 


poſſible for us to get it home without help: we there- 
tore ſearched for a place to conceal it till the next alter- 
noon, when I meant to return ior it with a couple of 
men: a few paces from where it lay we perceived a ca- 
vity on the flope of a deep ravine, to which we dragged 
the carcaſe, and covering it with ſtones and graſs, began 
to think of making the belt of our way to the ſettlement, 
The ſun was now ſetting, and I began to be alarmed 
at being io far from home: in the eagerneſs of our pur- 
ſuit I had forgot to take any bearings by my pocket com- 
pals, and the day cloling ere we had reached any known 
8 „ path, 


is head, which effettually did bis 
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path, increaſed my apprehenſions in the extreme. Poor 


11 Tim, though half dead with fatigue, endeavoured to 0 
3 keep up my ſpirits, which he perceived were much b 
N © agitated: “ He- was certain ſure” —he faid—** that we p 
Y were in the right road, and that we ſhould get home time . 
7 a enough to muſter the people at nine, the hour fixed for n 
1 that purpoſe; and that if we were obliged to ſleep in the i 
5 woods, why, he would cut ſome graſs for my bed, and | 
My fſtand centinel with the gun while I lay down, for he was b 
= not afraid to fire: and beſides, my dear maſter,” added i 
5 he, you know the natives are ſo feard of guns, that l 
1 ſhould they come I only need ſhow it, and they'll be h 
q off like a ſhot,” The boy's courage and fidelity charm- ] 
| q ed me, and put me to the bluſh to think I had ſo little : 
| FR e Wren: ot mylelt as not to conceal my uneaſineſs from : 

7 11M. 3 
J After rambling for near two hours, we could not per- D 
} ceive that we were any nearer home than at ſunlet, but : 


5 rather conjectured we had taken a different rout, as we |; 
| did not recollett a ſingle object that now preſented itſelf; 


it being a fine ſtar 1 night, we could diſtinguiſh the 0 

145 river at times through the trees at ſome diſtance; but 90 

] | preſenting a different appearance to any part we had ever : 
BY ſeen ; we quickened our pace with the hope of ſpeedily q 
Mt 7 Teaching its banks, when to my great mortification, we n 
1 were ſlopped by a deep ravine, I now abandoned all | 
=o: hopes of reaching the ſettlement; and, as the poor boy Ml. -* 
1 was almoſt exhauſted with ſatigue, made up my mind ws 
=Y to paſſing the night on the ſpot. f 
Wichſthis determination we began to cut graſs, and : 
1 pull ſome boughs, in order to make a fire ; for although . 
(Ui it had been intenſely hot in the middle of the day, I f 
9 could now very well have diſpenſed with a great coat, ; 
J While I was thus employed, Tim, who had got ſome a 

''  dCdiflance from me, came running back, ſaying I might 10 


ſave myſelf the trouble, for he had found a ſnug ſleeping 0 


place for us, with plenty of dried wood for a fire. I fol- 
| lowed 85 
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lowed him ta the ſpot, and found it was a hut inhabited 
by the natives when hunting; as I had no. apprehenſions 
of their returning, the hunting ſeaſon having juſt clo- 
ſed, I got a light from a flaſh of powder, and in a few 
minutes kindled a comfortable fire. In one corner of 
the hut was a bundle of grals ready dried, which we 
ſoread to lie down on; but I could not prevail on the 
boy to think of ſleep; no, if I would truſt him with 
the gun he would keep watch. Not being inclined to 
ſleep mylelf, I took a book from my pocket, and, by 
fire light, endeavoured to amuſe myſelf till day-break, 
I had ſcarce peruſed half a dozen pages, ere poor Tim 
had ſunk into a ſound ſleep; how long it was before . 
followed his example, or how long. I ſhould have con- 
tinued it, is difficult to determine, had I not been waked 
by an acute pain in one of my hands, which I found 
was occaſioned by the bite of ſome ants, whom I had 
accidently moleſted in my fleep ; I called Tim, and ſal. 
lied forth ; following the winding of the ravine about a 


mile, we arrived at its termination, and perceived a break 


in the high lands before us, through which I diſtinttly 
ſaw Roſe-Hi'l, about fix or ſeven miles diſtant ; this 
proſpect revived our ſpiriis, which were beginning to 
flag, with the. reflection that if we eſcaped every other 
danger that of being ſtarved to death was inevitable, 
unleſs we could extricate ourfelves from the labyrinth 


in which-we were involved. Having ſet the ſpot by my 


compaſs, I found it bore W. S. W. as we deſcended to 
the plain we loſt ſight of the object, but continued our 
courſe in that direction till we arrived at a ſwamp, Which 
colt us ſome time in getting round, there being no poſ- 
ſibility of croſſing eit: we had now got to a part almoſt 
impaſſable from the quantity of underwood, and the 
trees were ſo cloſe together that we could ſcarce ſee 
three yards before us, and were proceding very flowly 
through a thicket, when we were alar med by a deep 


groan, apparently but a few paces diſtant; a ſound ſo 
| "A unlooked” 
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unlooked for, for ſome time rivetted us to the ſpot; 
Not being immediately able to perceive from whence the 
groan iſſued, I advanced with great caution about a do. 
Zen paces, when Idiſcovered a cave in the ſide of a rock; 


I Quas at firſt for retreating, but on recollecting that per. 


haps I might render ſome ſervice to the afflicted, and 
that I equally ſtood in need of aſſiſtance, or perla; 
might periſh with hunger, I examined the priming of 
my gun, forced Tim, with ſome difficulty behind me, 
and approaching the entrance of the cave, a moſt inte. 
reſting ſeene preſented itſelf to my view: a young crea. 
ture ſeated on a jut of the rock, mournfully contempla. 
ng the extended body of a man, whoſe expiring groang 


hac juſt pierced our ears; all her faculties were ſo ab. 
ſorbed with grief that we were yet unnoticed: a ſympa- 
tinting ſorrow pervaded all my frame; I gave my gun 


to Tim, and made ſigns for him to retire, leſt the fight 


ſhould alarm her ; when ſhe perceived me ſhe uttered 


a faint ſhriek, and ſunk motionleſs an the body. Oh. 


ſerving a ſmall pond a few paces from the cave, I ſent 
the boy to bring ſome water iu his hat, and gently moy. 
ed her from the body to the mouth of the cave, railed 
her, up, and ſupported her in my arms; the water ſoon 
brought her too, when lhe raiſed her head, and regard- 
ed me with a look blerided with grief and terror ; b en. 
deavoured, by every ſign I could ſuggeſt, to do away her 
fears, and retired a few paces, leaving her at liber 
to go irom the cave had ſhe chole. Gaining confidence 
by my behaviour, ſhe made me underſtand that the de- 
ceaſed was her brother, who, faint with the Joſs of 
blood, could not reach their habitation, and night ap- 


proaching they had turned from the road to ſheher 
themlelves in this cave On examining the body ! 
found a deep wound under the left pap, made with a 
ſpear, part ot winch, being barbed, remained in the 
wound: I made her underſtand, partly by ſigns, aud 


partly by ſome words I had picked up, that I had un- 
: | © fortunately 


SS 


fortunately loſt my way, and had been all night in the 
woods : ſhe ſhook her head, and poitited to her brother, 
ſignilying that ſhe could not leave, him, but that their 


habitation was not far off, and making me obſerve a hill 
about two miles diſtant, gave me to underſtand it was 


in their neighbourhood, I made ſigns to her, that if 


ſhe would go and acquaint her friends with her fituation, 


] would watch by her brother till her return: her eye 
gliſtened with joy as ſhe gathered my meaning, and 
with an aſſenting inclination of the head, more eloquent 
and expreſſive of her feelings than in the power ot the 
moſt refined language to convey, ſhe quitted us with a 
cclerity quiekened by fraternal love, and in a few mo- 
ments was out of light. 

This intereſting and patnetic ſcene had fo wholly ab- 
ſorbed all my. faculties, that not a ſingle reflection of 
danger had occurred to me in the approaching inter- 
view, when Tim, who had been witnels to ſeveral in- 
ſtances of the perfidy of the natives towards the ſettlers, 
frongly urged me to leave the body, and make the belt 
of our way home. Rouſed by his ſolicitations, a mo- 
mentary impulſe of fear came over” me, and my mind 
had half yielded to his importunity; when caſting my 
eye on the body methought I perceived it heave; a 
iceble ſigh convinced me that lite was yet unextinguiffi- 
ed, and the imperative call of humanity decided my 
operations: a death-like dew had beſpread his face and 
limbs, which I dried with my bandkerchiet, and chated 
his body with iny hand. Tim moſt readily bore his 
part in this att of humanity, and a returning warmth 
encouraged us to redoubie our eflorts; in a few mo- 
ments we perceived a taint pulſation, which gradually 
increaſed ; at this juncture we were ſurpriſed by the 
return of his filter, accompanied by her father, another 


elderly man, and a boy about twelve years of age; ſeeing 
us bulicd about the body, they ſtopped ſhort at the en- 


trance of the hut, ſeemingly at a lots for our conduct. 
5 ] beckoned 
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conductor, provided I would. take care of him, and lee 
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T beckoned my young friend, who advanced with the 
utmoſt confidence, and giving her the hand of her bro. 
ther, ſhe exclaimed, with great emotion,“ Diagery. 
goor, didgerry-goor,” I thank you, I thank you ;—an{ 
turning to her father, called bim to her: I mmediately 
quitted my ſtation, and reſigned him to their care; the 
old man examined the wound, and with great ſeeming 
ſkill extracted the barb ; during the operation the youth 
lifted up his eyes, and obſerving his father, a glance of 
filial affection beamed forth. Hope now tranquiliſed the 
boding fears of the little group; Yeariana, his ſiſter, ſay- 
ported him while the father and his friend were contriv. 
ing how they ſhould remove him to their dwelling ; find. 
ing it neceſſary to dilpatch ſome one for their canoe, the 
river which paſſed their habitation winding within fifty 
paces of us, and which was the ſafeſt and only convey: 
ance he cou'd bear ; Yeariana propoſed going for it ; and 
it being our direkt road. to Paramatta, I ſeized the oppor. 
tunity of accompanying her; in leſsthan an hour we ar. 
rived at the foot of a ſmall mountain, when Tearianz 
like an arrow from à bow, abruptly quitted us, leaving 


her brother, the boy before- mentioned, as our guide, we 


were not long before we diſcovered near a dozen natives, 
with Yeariana at their head, waiting our arrival; {he had 
ſent off the canoe for her brother, and had got ſome d:ted 
fiſh, which the preſented us, and led us to her hut ot 
cave, which was a large excavated rock on the bank ofa 
very pleaſant branch of the river. The reception we 
met with trom this grateful people almoſt bordered upon 
adoration ; the mother of Yeariana- was quite trouble 
ſome with her careſſes for my ſervice to-her ſon; and 
I could perceive in the mild eye or her daughter tht 
it anxioufly ſought a farther acquaintance, Upon en- 
quiry IJ found we were near five miles from Pararnatta, 
but that none of them had ever viſited the ſettleinem; 
however, Batcherry, her brother, offered to be our 


him 


C 
him part of the way next day; promiſing to ſee her 
again ſhortly, I took my leave, and arrived at Paramatta 
about noon, heartily tatigned. My abſence, had not 
cau cd any alarm at the ſettlement, as they thought 1 
had gone to Sydney Cove, which 1 had done twice or 
| thrice, and flaid there ail night. 

Every object that preſented itſelf to Batcherry filled 
him with ſurpiiſe and aſfoniſhment, and the poor lad had 
ſcarce time to eat or drink, fo muci was he taken up 
with admiration of the wonders that ſurrounded nim. 
The next morning I ſet him on his way home, giving 
him a hatchet for himſelf, and a ſtring of beads for his 
filter, whoſe image had made a ſtrong impreſſion on my 
mina, being the moſt intereſting I ever ſaw : with a form 
that might ſerve as a perfect model for the moſt ſcrupu— 
Jous ſtatuary ; her face and hair unlike any thing I had. 
ever ſeen in this country; the firit of a perfect oval, or 
Grecian ſhape, with features regularly beautitul, and as 
fine a pair of eyes as can be imagined; the latter long, 
and of a ſhining black; ſhe was likewile of a much 
lighter colour than any of her countrywomen, and might 
eaſily have been taken for a beautiful Oriental Creole. 

Teking three men, and the boy Tim, we went in fearch: 
of the ſpot- where we had conccaled the kangaroo, and 
with ſome difficulty found it; we cut a couple of ſtout 
flicks, and laying the animal acrols it, took ipell and 
ſpell till we reached home, when I rewarded the men 
with a fore quarter for their trouble. 

It was more than a week erg I could ſpare time to pay 
a viſit to the abode of my charming Yeariana;, when ar- 
1anging my buſineſs ſo that, ſhould I. be detained all 
night, my abſence would be no material conſequence, I 
took Tim with me, and with much more facility than I 
expected found my way to Paculbenah, the name of the 
place where the family of Yeariana reſided ; Batcherry 
law us as we turned the foot of the mountain, and run» 
ning back to the cave, gave notice ot our coming 5 
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whole family, except Palerino, who was not ſufficiently 
recovered, were ranged at the entrance of their cave; 


their joy at ſeeing me was evident in their countenances; 


the old man took me by the hand, and led me to his lon, 
- Who was now out of danger; he expretied his thanks by 


a hearty ſqueeze of the hand, anda look that amply ex- 


lained his meaning ; his filter was not deficient in ex. 
preſſions of ſatis faction, by every little attention in her 
power. Having brought plenty of beet, bread, and a 
Fittle brandy with us, left we might ſtand in need of re. 
treſhment, we ſeated ourtelves in a circle on the ground, 
and ſpread our fare on a piece of canvas which had con- 
tained it; every eye was fixed on me, and every mo. 
tion gave freſh cauſe of wonder. There being no knives 
emong them, I carved the meat for them all, and gave 
to every one a part; the beet they eat with great avidih, 
but did not reliſh the bread, and rinſed their mouths 
ſeveral-iitmes efter it. When the meat was all eaten, 
they produced fume dried fiſh, roots, and two or three 
Kinds of berries, and a nut reſembling the cheſnut in 
taſte: every perſon having finithed eating, Wanjarkoo, 
the father, clapping his hands thrice, they all ſtarted 
upon their feet, and prepared to reſume iheir uſual ayo- 
cations; the old man and his wife went to the canoe to 
finiſh their day's fiſhing ; Batcherry to cut graſs; and 
Yeariana was left to attend her brother  Palerino, who 
lay on a bed ot dried graſs in one corner ot the hut; 
the, after ſome minutes pauſe, took my hand, and draw. 
ing me towards Palerino, joined it with his, and whil- 
pering ſomething to him, he cried © Boojerze, booje- ie, 
Good, good Palerino—and by figns aſked my. name, 
when I repeated “ George, * two. or three times; then 
ſqueezing my hand to his breaſt, he made me underſtand 
that he would change names with me, and I mult call 
him George, and he would call me Palerino, and that 
he would come and bring Yeariana with him to the ſet 
tlement, as ſoon as he was well: this ceremony wa 


Hniſhed 


have ten acres each, not only to ſupport themſelves, 
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finiſhed by his ſiſter kiſſing us both, repeating “ Boo- 
jerie Palermo, boojerte George,” — Good Palerino, 
good George, and appeared quite overjoyed, They now 


made me underſtand, that the day before I found them, 


as they had been out together, ſearching for a kind of 
grub, which is a part of their food, they were ſurprized 
by two of the tribe of Wangal, their mortal enemies, 


one of whom her brother had killed with a fiſh gig; 


during the conflict {he had thrown a ſtone at the ſurvi- 


ver, which ſo diſabled him that he retreated with dilffi- 
culty to his canoe, and rowed off with precipitation: 
Palerino faint with the loſs of blood, could not reach 
their habitation, and night approaching, they had turn- 
ed from the road to ſhelter themſelyes in the cave where 
I found them. | 

Highly pleaſed with my viſit, I took leave an hour 
before ſunſet, when they repeated their aſſurances of 
coming to the ſettlement, which was what I ardently 
wiſhed for, as I flattered myſelf I ſhould be able to per- 
ſuade them to ſtay ſome time with us, and thereby 
cement that friendſhip Which had uit taken root, and 
might eventually prove beneficial to the ſettlement, as 
well as promote certain views juſt dawning on my mind 
with reſpect to Yeariana, NE | 

Mr. Wentworth, who reſides at Norfolk Iftand, had 
been appointed to the ſame ſtation there that J occupy 
at Paramatta, which joined to his {kill in ſurgery, renders 
him an invaluable acquiſition; and as we frequently 
correſpond, he has kindly promiſed me an account of 
the riſe and progreſs of that ſettlement : he ſpeaks with 
rapture of the urbanity of Governor King to all ranks 
and deſcriptions,. and whoſe umemitting attention to the 
clearing and cultivating the Jand, already enables the 
lettlers, ot which there are between forty and fifty 
lailors and marines, who have parcels of land allotted 
them of ſixty acres each, and about twenty convicts who 


but 


% 


* 


. -preatly the advantage of thole ſetile at Sidney and 


conjectured chat ſuture harveſts will be more productive. 


Future government of tne colony: ana having perſuaded 


his voyage to England. 
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but to have ſomething 0 ſpare: indeed, they have 


Paramitte, the ground being much more fertile; the wheat 
frequently producing an 1ncreale of twenty fold, and it is 


Potatoes thrive exceedingly, upwards of an,hundied 
having been ſcen to a finyle root, and every kind of 
arden vegetable ſhuots up in abundance, and in the 
greateſt perfection. e 
To aſcertain in what time a man might be able to 
cultivate ground {ufficient to ſupport him{elf, the gover. 
nor about a twelvemonth ago, ordered an acre of ground 
to be cleared in a good ſituation ; it was then given 10 


a very decent ſteady convict, who was told, that if he 
was induſtrious, in order to prove the experiment, he 
ſhould have thirty. acres given him, cleared 1n like Cain 
manner. He was very alliduous, and at the expiration 
of {ix months, requeſted another acre to be cleared for Wl A To 
him, which was granted; and he's now able to ſupport Count 
nimſelf, without drawing any aſſiſtance from the public BY = 
ſtores. | | rel 
The deelining health of our worthy. governor render. 1 
ing his return to England indiipenſiable tor 118 re- eſtab. .( 
lichment, be made the neceſfary arrangements for the Noto 


Banalong and another native to accompany him embark, 
ed on board the Atlantic tranſport, and with the hene. 
dictions of every perſon in the ſettlement, proceeded on 
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